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MEMOIRS 


OF A 


cOXCOMB 


O delicate is the pleafure, fo fuperioy 

to defending, is the dignity of con- 
‘feffing, one’s follies, that the wonder 

is to fee fo few capable of it, Yet, 

what does fuch a confeffion coft, but the 
facrifice of a paultry,miferable, falfe, felf-love, 
which is for ever mifleading, and betraying 
us? And of all its illufions there is not per- 
haps a more dangerous or a more filly one, 
than that which hjnders ys from difcerning 
that there. is {carce a lefs merit in acknow- 
ledging ‘candidly | one’s faujts, than in not 
having been guilty. of them. For my own 
part, I fpeak. experimentally. I never felt 
fo pleafing, fo fenfible a confolation for the 
misfortune of having. been a coxcomb, and 
an eminent one too, as this proof of the 
B.C fincerity 
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fincerity of my converfion, in the courage 
of coming to a fair and open confeffion 
of the follies I drove into, in the courfe of 
that charaéter. And though nothing is truer 
than that the defire of pleafing the ladies 
firft engaged mé to take it up, and feek 
with uncommon pain to fhine in it ; it is 
but juftice to fubjoin, that if I owed to that 
amiable and unaccountable fex, my having 
been acoxcomb, I owe to a felect one of 
it too the being one no longer. But let the 
following hiftory of my errors, and return 
to reafon, which I now go into without 
further preamble, fubftitute fa@s to reflec- 
tions. Thefe ever follow with a better grace 
than they lead. | 

My father and mother died long before I 
knew all that I loft, in lofing them. I was 
their only child, and under that title heir 
to two of the beft eftates in two of our 
‘richeft counties in England, befides a fum 
that did not want many thoufand pounds of 
making what is called, in the language of 
Change- Alley, a plumb: and which was fe- 
cured to me much more effectually, as it 
happened, than a good education: For to 


fay that I had not a bad one was barely -all 
that 
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that I dare venture, and keep any meafures 
with truth, Being left as I was, under the 
care and tuition of an old rich aunt, who 
was a widow, and paft the poffibility of 
of having any children herfelf; her decla- 
red and real intention to leave me all her 
fortune, which was very confiderable, 
though moft certainly I could not want it, 
engaged my guardians to acquiefce in my 
education being trufted without the leaft 
interpofition or controll, on their part, 
to er management and dircétion. There 
was the lefs reafon too for this choice, for 
that. a woman who had from her infancy. 
conftantly lived in the country,. and of 
courfe had been but little acquainted with 
the world, could not be the fitteft perfon in 
it, to fuperintend the bringing up of a 
young gentleman of my pretenfions to make 

a figure in it, both from my birth, and my 
fortune. But fuch is the power of irtereft, 
my aunt infifted, and the expe@ation of that - 
diftant, fuperfluous addition, to my fortune, 
formed in the eyes of my guardians, a fuf- 
ficient excufe for giving way to my aunt’s 
fondnefs. 
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‘I lived with her then till the age of eigh- 
teen, at her own feat in Warwickhhire, 
where fhehad {pared to the beft of her know- 
ledge no pains or expenee to have me taught 
ai-the accomplifhments, indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to one of my rank, and condition ; 
but the would have moft certainly difap- 


pointed her own good intentions, by her ex- | 


treme fondnefs, and over-tendernefs of me, 
if my tutor Mr. Selden, whofe aame I fhall 
ever. mention with the greateft gratitude, 
had-not found out my weak fide, and with 
that the feeret of engaging me to make what 
progrefs he pleafed, by properly piquing 
my pride. All correétion, or feverity were 
forbidden him: and I do not know whether 
after all; he did not fucceed as well, by the 
emulation and value for myfelf, he infpired 
me with, 2s -he would have done by thofe 
harfh, and indeed. difingenuous -metheds, toe 
eften ufed to-youth, and which breed in it 
fuch a fund of- averfion to learning, that they 
do not afterwards eafily get rid of its im- 

_ prefhons. 
his fattering of my pride, ‘had however 
one bad effet, in that it laid too much -the 
foundation of that infolence, and prefump- 
tion 
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tion, which I carried into life with me, and 
made me, by thinking more highly of my 
felf than I'deferved, lefe a great deal even 
of that little merits, I might otherwife, and 
perhaps’ riot unjuftly; have pretended to, 

. However very unluckily,. juft as the hear 
and impetuofity of my age, barely turned of 
feventeen, moft required the guidance and 
direétion of a governor, mine was taken 
from me, by the cireumftanee of a very 
advantageous preéferment, which required 
his attendance on: the fpot, 2nd which my 
aunt. had: procured him, in recomypence for 
_ the care he had taken of my education, and 
which fhe more partially than wifely, com 
fidered as wanting sone of being come 
pleat. 
Mr, Selden then left me, and, I confefs,. 
I faw him fet owt with a regret, foon diffir 
pated by the pleafure of thinking that I 
fhould have a greater fwing of liberty, for 
though not much, he was {till fome check 
_ OR mse, and that: it would the fooner bring 
om my going to London, which I languidhed 
for,and had indeed ne hepes of ; till on his der 
partufe, my aunt, whom nothing could have 
dragged ous of her country-ectizement, but. 
: B 3 2. 
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# refolution not to part with me, declared 
fhe would gu: there in the winter feafon, 
purely upon my account: and now the 
fpring was little more than fet in. 

As foon then as my tutor was fairly gone, 
my firft fling out, was into the pleafures 
of the chace. My aunt who had, through 
him, been miftrefs enough of my conduét, 
to keep that paffion within fome. bounds, 
for fear of the dangers which attend it, was 
no longer able to controll me, in that, or 
_ indeed any thing elfe. I knew her weak- 
nefs,- and turned a little tyrant upon it. A 
few weeks however of an unbounded pur- 
_ fuit of hunting, put an end to the violence 

of my paffion for it, _My blood now boiling 
in my veins, began to make me feel the 
ferment of. defire for obje&ts far more in- 
terefting than horfes and dogs. And a ro- 
buft, healthy conftitution, manifeft in the 
glow of a frefh complexion, and vigorous 
well-proportioned limbs, gave me_ thofe 
wainings of my ripening manhwood, and its 
favourite deftination, by which nature pre- 
vents all inftru@tion, and. fuggefts the ufe 
of thofe things that moft engage our atten- 
tion, without putting us to the blush of afk- 
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ing filly queftions.~ I had not indeed waited 
till then for the dawn of certain defires, and 
| cai : but befides their being only imper- 
fef\ a.ic:, and crudities of over tender youth, 
BY os ., ahd opportunities had been all fo 
confined either to my ftudies, exercifes, boy- 
ifh amufements, or my aunt’s fondnefs for 
my being as little out of her fight as pofli- 
ble; that I had not the leaft room to en- 
courage fuch ideas, or give them hope enough 
to live upon. Accordingly they generally 
died away of themfelves, like a faint breeze 
that had juft blown enough to ruffle the fur-' 
face of my imagination, for a few inftants, | 
and flattened into acalm again. But now, 
thofe tranfient defires infpired by this rifing: 
paflion, began to take a more fettled hold 
of my imagination, and to grow into fuch 
tender pantings, fuch an eagernefs of withes, 
as quite overcame, and engrofied me intire- 
ly. ‘Woman it was, that I may fay, I in- 
ftinively knew, was wanting to my hap- 
pinefs; but I had as yet no determined ob- 
je@t in that fex, but yearned, and looked out 
for one every where. Tohis- was not how- 
ever a point very eafy, efpecially for me, 
ini the houfe, and way I lived in; where 
Ba triaels 
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ftri€tnefs of decency, and above all: my 
aunt’s conftant affiduities, planted fuch 
guard-upon. me, that few virgins could have 
found it a harder matter, to get- rid of thejr 
burthen, than I had to do of mine, «which: 
was indeed become an intolerable one, — 

_ Yet this paffion had a contrary effe& ont. 
me to all others. Fer, in. place of that 
impatience of check or controll; that wil-. 
fulnefs. with’ which I rather commanded, 
than obtained a. complianée with them,. | 
was really maftéred by this. A kind of na 
tive modefty made me fhy. and referved of 
letting! any one know the, eawsé of my ine 
ward difétder. From. fierce -and- infotene,. 
I was now I. may: fay, tranfnatured to-fosne- 
veliat' 4 shore civilized favage. Genilenels. 
and foftnefs are almoft eves the chara¢ter of 
that. paffion in its infancy, perhaps from’ its; 
feeling that it mruft depend on the. wilh ofano- 
ther for its gratification. I was-now then in. 
prey to that tender. melancholy, which is. 
- gerierally a ftate of meditation.on the means: 
of accomplifhing. our defires, and which: 
makes us find. a folitude every. where,. and 
an empty void im every thing, that has not 
a relation to the cure of this diforder, which 

| however 
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however there is no great fear, in thefe- 
times; of dying for want of phyficians to. 
Yet, ftrong: as this youthful paffion ever is, 
it was fated for fome time at leaft to give 
way to a ftronger anda nobler ore, even 
love itfelf. 

About 2 mile from our feat, on the fkirts 
of a wood, ftood a lonely houfe; thatched). 
and fearce too large for a cottage, but more 
defendéd from any danger of thteves, by its 
appearances of poverty, than by a few pali- 
fades, which formed a kind of fore-yard to 
it, for the conveniency of a fmall ftock of 
poultry. 

Here I had often called, as it lay in the 
track of my diverfion of fftooting: The 
tenant of it, an old woman, who farmed 
it of my aunt, had by her care, and offf- 
cioufnefs to offer me: any refrefhment her. 
houfe afforded, when I ufed' to ftop there,. 
dry or fatigaed with my fporting, fo much. 
won upon me, that I eafity prevailed upon 
my aunt to let her have her houfe and fpot: 
of: gardening rent: free.. | 

Ske had nobady to live with her, buta. 
young Jad, a grandchild of hers abont eleven 
years-old, whofe ee and af-- 

f-ctionate: 
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feckionate readinefs to go with, thew me 
the game, and carry my gun, took with me 
fo much, that I begged him of his grand- 
mother, with an intention todo better fos 
him than what there was any. appearance of 
from her. 
The poor old woman let me have him 
away.with no other reluctance than what 
her natural fondnefs, and being. left intirely 
alone gave her.. As for his part, he was in 
rapture at the propofal, and a fine livery 
which I ordered bim, joined to the appoint- 
ment of him to wait entirely upon me, 
foon drove all mother-ficknefs out of his 
head.. _ 
Taking him then out, as ufual, to carry 
my gun, I often called at the old woman’s : 
and but a few days after his. being regularly 
fixed in. my fervice, being more than or- 
dinarily fatigued, I ftopped there, putcly 
to drink fome cyder, of which I had ordered 
a provifion for that purpofe from our houfe. 
But my furprize will not be eafily imagined, 
when flipping familiarly into a litte room, 
always appropriated to my reception, and 
which. was indeed the rocm of ftate, though 
kefare no better fet owt than with an old 
crazy 
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crazy table, a few forry prints, a funeral - 
efcutcheon and the widowed frame of a de- 
parted glafs; I found it now very neatly 
furnifhed, and two women, whom I had ne- 
ver yet feen, with a tea equipage before 
them. A tea-equipage too! no, never had 
there before been fuch a circumftance of 
luxury heard cff; much lefs feen, under 
that thatch.. 

As I entered the room, fomewhat a- 
bruptly too, the old woman who was wait- 
ing on them, not having had notice enougt 
of my coming, to ftop me, the two ftrang- 
ers got up, and. making me a curtefy, feem~ 
ed alittle confufed, and difconcerted by my 
intruficn, though. they had even been pre- 
_ pared fcr it, by the old wom@pn’s telling 
them that the young baronet often called: 
at her houfe. | 

I was however, out of all figure to in- 
fire much refpect. A fportman’s frock, 
and the reit of my drefs in that ftyle: my 
face reafonably covered with duff, mixed 
with the perfpiration of pores opened. by hea 
and fatigue, all together compofed'me an ait. 
of rufticity, which. the beginning of the 
molt quick fighted. of all pailions, made me. 

BO OF: 
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on the inftant fenfible of: “Fhe firft charac- : 


ter of love, is a diffidence of pleafing. 

My eye hardly glanced over the elder of 
of the two ftrangers, who was however a 
very agreeable figure. She might be about 
forty, dreffed plainly, but with an air of 


decency, and deportment,far above the rank 


— of life fuch a lodging fuppofed her. 

But then the youngeft! with what a 
command of beauty did fhe not attract 
my eyes, and engrofs my attention? 
fifteen was her utmoft; but to the charms. 
of fifteen, nature had joined her whole 
fum of treafures. The fhape of a nymph, 
an air of the Graces,features fuch as Venus, 
but Venus in her ftate of innocence, when 
new-born of the fea: a complexion in 
which the tints of red and white, delicately 
blended, formed that more than rofeate 
colour, which is at once the painter’s admi- 
ration, and defpair. Then there was fuch 
an over-all of fweetnefs and gentle fimpli- 
city, diffufed through her every look and 
gefture, as might difarm the moft determi- 
nate votary to vice, and turn him pro- 
tector of her virtue. I-fay nothing of her 
drefs: her perfonal charms hardly gave me 


Jeave | 
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leave to obferve it;and indeed what blaze 

_ of jewels could have: tempted away my 
gaze, from that of ker eyes? 

At my age then,and with my defires, when 
every woman began to appear a goddefs to 
me, in virtue of the power F attributed 
to that fex, of beftawing- on me the mighty 
unknown happinefs I languifKed, by con- 
jeCture, for; no wonder that a form, to 
which exaggeration could not lend a perfec- 
tion that fhe had not, fhould make fy 
ftrong an impreffion, where I was already 
fo predifpofed to receive it. 
~ I ftood then, like a true country-corydon, 
a few minutes, mottoniefs with furprize, in 
a ftupid gaze of admiration. At length, § 
articulated, in aukward breaks, and with 
bows. that certainly did no great hononr to . 
my dancing-mafter, my apology for the 
rudenefs of breaking in upon them ; offer- 
ing immediately to quit the room, and 
trembling for fear they fhould take me at 
my .word. 

The eldeft,, whofe name I afterwards 
learned, Mrs. Bernard, obferved to me, 
with great politenefs, that I: feemed very 
much fdtigued, and that fhe fhould: take 
ia st 


2. 
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it for an honour if I would aceept of a difh 
of tea. The youngeft, ftill ftood with 
looks modeftly declined, and. unconcerned, . 
as. if mot warranted to join in the invita- 
tion. 

I fat down head and the couveratien: 
prefently from generals grew to particulars, 
in favour of the curiofity I could not efcape. 
expreffing, at the oddity of feeing perfons 
of their fafhion and figure, in fuch a mean 
habitation. 

Mrs. Bernard, who doubtlefs chofe I 
fhould learn whatever fhe wifhed me to. 
think concerning them rather from herfelf 
than from the old woman, acquainted me,, 
that having been charged with the edu- 
cation of that young lady who was 
with her, from an infant, certain family 
difagreements (which fhe very falfely took 
for granted, were infignificant to me), 
had reduced them to feek the fhelter 
of the greateft privacy, till the ftorm 
fhould be overblown. ‘That fhe was not 
unacquainted with the danger of a retreat 
fo far removed from the defence of neighe 
bourhood, but. that the reafons of it were 
above even that confideration; fhe,added too, 

but 
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but with a very fenfible fhynefs, that, the 
hoped, the accident of my feeing them 
there, would neither interfere with the con- 
tinuation of their obfcurity, nor the plan 
of retirement, which fhe begged at once my 
difcretion and proteétion in. 

Whilft fhe was giving me this account, 
i fat mute, and abforbed, in feelings utterly 
new to me. - What wretch is there fo un- 
happy, fo difinherited by nature, as not to 
have been fometime of his life in love! 
Thofe indeed alone, who have paid the 
tribute of humanity to this paffion, can 

conceive te what a. point I was ftruck by 
all I now heard ; I was however only. af- 
fected relatively to: this new object of another 
fet of fenfations, than thofe merely inftinc- 
tive ones, which nature furnifhes in the 
rough, asd whichJove alone can give a po- 
kth and luftre to. 

The anfwers I made to Mrs. Bernard, 
however unfit to give any great idea of my 
breeding, or underftanding, were perhaps 
the more pathetic for the vivaciy and con- 
fufion which reigned in them, and. which 
are fo fenfibly the eloquence of the heart. 

~What I felt then rather difordered than: 
weakened: ' 
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weakened my expreffions. My tongue’ too 
directed my difcourfe to Mrs. Bernard ; 
but my eyes addreft it to Mifs, who did 
not fo much as look up at me, whatever 
pains. I took to catch her if but eee 
towards me. 

| ftaid. then as long aa enconhien with. 
the advance of the evening, and the mea- 
fures-of refpect, which the little I knew of 
the world, .and the fear of difpleafing, fug- 
gefted to me the propriety of. But in all 
that time, Lydia, or Mifs Liddy, which 
was the name of the youageft, had fcarce 
opened her mouth, and. that only in mono- 
fyHables; but with fuch a grace: of modefty, 
fiich a fweetnefs of found, as made every 
firing of my- Heart: vibrate ‘again with the 
moft.delicious imprefiion. I could not ea- 
fily decide within mayfelé which I: withed: for 
moft ardently, to be all eye, to: fee her 
beauty, or all ear, to-hear the mufic of her: 
Voice. 

Forced then to: take my janes Idid my- 
felf that. violence, but not before I had ob+ 
tained the permifiion Mirs; Bernard could! 
not very: politely. refufe:.me,. and which FE: 


as I fhould-aoe: abufe, to vilit-them. 


during: 
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during: their fay in that part. Butas] had ob» 
ferved that there was not 2 foulin the houfe 
except the poor old woman, I could, with- 
out any affectation. or obtrufion, order the 
toy, her grandebild, to ftay. behind, to be at 
hand for any fervice they might want ;. in 
which teo I had a fecond view, of know= 
‘ng from him all thae fhould pals in my ab- 
fence: an employ he. was. admirably fitted 
for by nature, who had beftowed upon him 
one of thofe fimple, harmlefs, unmeaning 
faces which ase invaluable, when joined 
to wit enaugh to make the molt of the lit: 
tle guard one is.on againft them, 

. ] was fearce got half way down the little: 
fort of lane, which led to the cottagey 
before the wifhful regret: of what I left be- 
hind me, made me itop, and leok backs 
Then ! then I perceived all the magic of 
love. I faw naw. every thing with other 
eyes.. That litt. ruflic manfion, had af- 
fumed a palace-aire Turrets, colonades, jet- 
d’eaus, gates, gardens,. temples, no mag~ 
nificence, na delicacy of architecture was 
wanting to my imagination, in virtue of 
its fairy-power, of tramsformingreal objects 
into whatever moft Aatyers, or exalts that 

paffion. * 
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paftion. I fhould now have looked on 
every earthly paradife with indifference or 
contempt, that was net: dignified ard em- 
bellithed with the' prefence ‘of this now fo- 
vercign of all the world,-to me. ; 


- Wor was the transformation I experi- 


enced within myfelf one jot lefs miraculous. 
All the defires I had: hitherto felt the pun- 
gency off, were perfeétly conftitutional : 
the fuggeftions. of nature béginning to feel 
itfelf. ‘But the defire I wa: now given up 
‘to, had fomething fo diftin@, fo chafte, 
and fo corre@t, that its impreffions carried 
too much of virtue in it, for my reafon to 
tefufe it poflefiion of me. All my native 
Sercenefs was now utterly melted away 
Mto diffidence and gentlenefs. A volup- 
tuous Jangour ftole its foftnefs into me. 
And for the firft time in my life, I found 
I had a heart, and that: heart fufceptible 
of a tendernefs, which endeared and enno- 
bled me to myfelf, and made me place 
my whole happinefs in the hopes of infpi- 
ring a return of it tothe fw cet authorefs of 
this revolution, 
I naturally hate reflexions, .They are ge- 
nerally placed as fefcues to a reader, to 
point 


Set es 
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point out to him, what it would be move 
refpectful to fuppofe would not efcape him, 
Befides they often difagreeably interrupt 
him, in his umpatience of coming to the 
conclufton, which faéls alone lead to. 
Yet, I cannot here refrain from obferving, 
that, not without reafon, are the romance, 
and novel writers in general, defpifed by 
perfons of fenfe and. -tafle, for their unna- 
tural, and unaffedting defcriptions of the 
love-paffion. In vain do they endeavour 
to warm the head, with what never came 
from the heart. TThofe who have really 
been in love, who have themfelves expe- 
rienced. the emotions, and fymptoms of, 
that pafion, indignantly remark, that fo far. 
from exaggerating its power, and effects, 
thofe triflers do not even do it juftice. A 
forced cookery of imaginary beauties, a 
feries of mighty marvellous facts, which 
fpreading anair of fiction through the whole, 
’ all in’ courfe weaken that intereft and 
regard never paid but to truth, or the ap- 
pearances of truth ; and are only fit togive a 
falfe and adulterated tafte of a paffion, in. 
which a fimple fentiment, is fuperior to al}. 


their forced productions of artificial flowers. 
Their 
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Theic works in fhort give one the idea of 
a-frigid withered: eunuch, -reprefenting an 
Alexander making love to Statira. 

Let me not lengthen this digreffion by 
afing pardon for it. It ‘may be more 
agreeable to promife as few more of them 
as poffible. I refume then ‘the thread of 
my narrative, 
~ Returned to my aunt’s: it was vafy for 
me to give what colour I pleafed to the 
having left the boy at his grandmother’s ; 
but it was not fo ealy,for one of my age and 
ikexperlenge, to conceal the change of 
niy temper and manners, which be- 
trayed itfelf im every look and gefture. 
My aunt was furprized at the gentlenefs 
and foftnefs which. now breathed in all 
_F faid or did. Unaequainted with what 
Had happened, fhe could not “aecount for a 
novelty that fo’ much delighted her. At 
fupper too, I foreed a gaiety, very incon- 
fiftent with the flate of my heart, whicls 
was not without thofe fears and alarms 
infeparable from the beginnings of fo vio- 


lent a paffion; but I made the pains of it,. 


as much ag I could, give way, at leat in. 
7 | ap pear- 
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appearance, to the pleafure of my recent 
adyenture. 

The day had hardly bsoke before I wag 
up, and difpofing ewery thing for the re- 
newal of my vifits. And as I well knew 
at would be impofble for me to pay them 
fo often asI fully propofed to myfelf, with- 
aut the motives being prefently known and 
publifhed: I refolved fo far at leaft wifely, 
to difappoint the difcoyery, by determinate- 
ly braving it. I ordered then, without 
any aix of myftery, or referve, my fervants 
to carry to the old woman’s every thing J 
eould think of, fuch as tea, chocolate, 
coffee, fruits, and whatever might not 
probably be come at in fuch a country-ha- 
bitation, in that delicacy, and perfeGtion, 
as we abounded in at this feat of my aunt’s. 
The worft of which condu&.was, and here 
q3.the place. to fet it down, that my aunt 
was foon informed,, that I had a little mif- 

trefs there, that I kept to divert myfelf with. 
Andthough the falfity of it hacked the delicacy 
of my fentiments, I preferred it however asa 
lefadangerousdifurbance, than if my aunt had ; 
been alarmed fo as.to view my refort, there 
ina more ferious light. She once however 
ventured 
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ventured to touch upon it to me, in a tafté 
of remonftrance, but I gave it fuch a re- 
ception, and fhe was fo thoroughly fubdued 
by the fuperiority I had managed myfelf. 
with her, that fhe was not tempted to re- 
new in hafte the attack. Perhaps too fhe 
comforted herfelf with thinking it was 
the leaft of two evils, that I fhould carry 
the war abroad, rather than make it at 
home, amongft her maids; one of whom 
by the bye, in fpite of all the caution ufed to 
prevent it, I was on the point of confum- 
mating an impure treaty with, when chance 
threw this new paffion in my way, which 
erazed every thought of any but the. object 
of it out of my head and heart. 

~ At ten in the morning then, the hour I 
gueft, might be my charmer’s breakfaft 
time, I fet out, in my chariot, dreft in 
the richeft fuit I was mafter of, with my 
hair trimmed and curled, in all the per 
fe€tion it was capable of; in all which my 
intenfe with to pleafe had even a greater 
fhare than my vanity. ‘Thus equipped for 
conqueft, I landed at the bottom of the Jane, 
and walked up to the-houfe, where I was 
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immediately admitted to the ladies, who 
were jult fet down to their tea. 

The eldeft had not in the leaft changed 
her clothes: but Lydia was, if poffible, yet 
more modeftly and undefignedly dreft than 
the day befure. A white frock anda glimpfe 
ofacap, loft in the hair that curled every 
where over it, and eclipfed it, whilft a plain 
cambrick hankerchief covered a bofom ea- 
~ fily imagined to be of the whitenefs of fnow, 
from what it did not hide ofher neck, and which 
in the gentleft rife and fall feemed to ree 
peat to me the palpitations of my heart: 
fuch was her morning difhabille, in which 
fimplicity and neatnefs clearly triumphed 
over all the powers of drefs and parade. 

After the firft compliments were over, 
Mrs. Bernard thanked me for my regard, 
the excefs of which fhe ob! igingly com- 
plained of, remarking to me at the fame 
time, that they were of themfelves abun- 
dantly fupplied with all neceffaries towards 
making their retreat agreeable, and conclu- 


_- ded with a Civil but firm requeft, that ] 


fhould not put her to the neceffity of fend- 
ing back what was fuperfluous to them, and 
which they had, for fear of offending me, 

accepted 
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accepted for the firft time, and given to 
the landlady, in my name. 

This ftiffnefs in perfons I fuppofed under 
fome misfortune furprized me a little: 
but not however fo much, as their perfect 
and unaffected indifference to the change 
of my figure, in point of drefs. I had then 
doubtlefs in me thofe feeds of coxcombry, 
which afterwards run up to fuch u height, 
as for a while over-fhadowed the other good 
qualities I might be indebted to nature for. 
The fuitl had on was entirely new, and had 
but the funday before given the flares to 
a whole congregation; but I could not un- 
piqued remark that they glanced over the 
glitter of it, with that inattention which 
perfons of true tafte, and true diftin@ion, 
have efpecially for drefs, when they per- 
ceive it made a point of, 

' Thefe mortifications however contributed 
doubtlefs to throw more modefty and hu- 
mility into my anfwers. I made proper a- 
pologies for:thé liberty I had taken, and 
which I had grounded on the fituation of 
their retreat. I added too, that I was fo 
perfe@tly convinced of the refpect owing 
ea as well as fo interefted to ferve them ; 


that 


< 
“ 
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that I conjured them by the regard they 
had even for their own fafety, if not for 
their conveniency, to accept of an accom- 
modation’ at lady Bellinger’s, my aunt’s, 
where I was fure they would be treated 
with all the higheft honour and regard: 
And at the-{ame time without the leat im- 
pertinence of curiofity to penetrate any 
fecret they fhould be pleafed to referve. 

- *S Though, anfwered Mrs, Bernard, no- 
“ thing can. prove more demonftrably, the 
“purity of your intentions, and the na- 
“ture of your fentiments in our favour 
“‘ than. fuch an invitation, you will forgive 
““us if we cannot accept it. We depend 
“on perfons to whom for many reafons 
** too immaterial to trouble you with, fuch a 
“* ftep would be highly unacceptable. The 
“ greateft privacy is. at prefent all our ob- 
“yes we could not expec it fo entirely 
“in a houfe crouded with fervants and vi- 
“‘fitants, befides that the incognito we are 


.* forced to keep, gives us an air of ad- 


** venturers, that not all our confcioufnefs te 
“* the-contrary could reconcile us to the en- 
“during. All then, Sir, that we have now - 
“to fear, and with you to avoid, is the 
-C ** giving, 
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‘* giving, by your refort here any uneafi-- 


“* nefs to your family, or room for fcan- 
‘* dal to faften its malice upon.”’ 
During this harangue, I had kept my 


eyes entirely fixed upon Lydia, who kept 


hers fixed upon Mrs. Bernard, but with 
fuch a calm of countenance, that I could 


not perceive whether fhe approved, or not, | 


thefe her cenclufions. Finding however 
that my fteadynefs of gaze began to embar- 
rafsand give her pain, I forced away my 
eyes, and had only power to fay all that’ 
I though neceffary to foften Mrs. Bernard 
into a toleration, or rather renewal of my 
my leave to vifit them, which as fhe foon 
faw it wasa point I would not eafily give’ 


up, fhe feemed to acquiefce in, under fuch 


reftri€tions, and precautions, as were decent 
for her to prefcribe, and which indeed [ 


meant too well, mot even chearfully to 


accept of the campromife. 
As foon as thefe preliminaries were adjuft- 


ed, fo greatly to my beart’seafe, I prefontly’ 


grew more chearfal, more frank, and efpe- 
cially more particular to Lydia, who re- 
ceived every thing I addreffed to her, with 
‘the moft fhytimidity, or the moft comipieat 


uncon- 


ee : 
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uaconcern. Nor did fhe ever recover. ber- 
felf into any thew of gaity, but as I defifted 
from particulatities to herfelf. I-was not 
long at making this remark, nor at being 
heartily chagrined at it. “FE pouted a little, 
I difcovered my uneafmefs at the reception 
fhe gave thefe preludes of my paffion, but 
equally in vain. She behaved towards me 
as if fhe rather wifhed me to continue the 
coolnefs. of a. pique,. a8 a. difpofition lefs irk- 
fome te her than my fondnef. « But, what- 
ever changes of countenance fle fhifted to, 
coynefs, unconcern, or mirth, the pleafed 
in aH too much for me to obtain even an 
interval of nore T paves and I did 
not defpair, =~ 

I gave however this fecond vifit the lefs 
length, for the impatience I had to enquire 
of Goody Gibfon the old woman, by what 
mearrs thefe ladies had fiftied eut and planted 
their habitation in fo unimviting and out of 
the way a corner. 

After then taking my leave, I eafily 
managed an interview with the landlady, 
who gave me the following account. That 
a litde oldifh man had been dire&ted, as ke 
pretended at leaft, to her houfe, and had | 

C 2 bargained 
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_ bargained. at the firft word for‘all the apart- 
ments fhe had to fpare ; and that the very 


‘next day,‘ he had fent in a'waggon-load. . 


of furniture,- and would’ have fent more, 


if her houfe could have held it: Ard that a 


few hours after Mrs. Bernard, and the -young 
gentlewoman, accompanied by this little 
old man, came and took poffeffion of their 
new lodging, fince which,- fhe: had “not 
feen him, but believed.-he would come 


foon to them, as he promifed that he would.. 
That they feemed in the mean time to. 


regard no coft; for they had fent Tom her 


grandfon laft night to Warwick- market for 
partridges, and the coftlief fifh: and that: 


Mrs. Bernard had put her in the way, as 
well as helped, to drefs them: That the paid 


vatt refpe& to mils, wes now and then’ 


wept bitterly. 
This was the fum of the information I 


drew out of the good old woman; which. 
by the way very little enlightened me as: to» 


their reat character, and condition in life. 


I eafily conceived however that this little 
old man, fhe fpoke off, had the key of: 
the whole myftery : And accordingly I gave . 
Tom ftrit charge, to be alert and watch all . 


he 
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he could, that I might take my meafures on 
his report. 

I was in the mean time: fo prejudiced in 
favour of thefe incognitas,: that whatever 
unftately afpect, or derogation there appear- 
ed in their prefent circumftances, I could 
readily have taken, at leaft the youngeft, 
-for one of your princeffes, fach as romances 
‘paint them, when forced to wander in dif- 

trefs, only: fhe had clean linrien, and ga 
- jewels, at leaft that ‘fhe thought proper to 
make a fhew off. ; 

One. provifion however for their fafe- 
ty I could not refufe my own ardeitt 
concern for it the fatisfaction of ‘procuring. 
-Our park‘ wall had a gate, which had been 
long condemned as ufclefs, and which open- 
ed within a few yards of this houfe. Here, 
jn: a dodge, that had been of courfe long 
‘uninhabited; contiguous to the gates which 
‘T now ordéred to be ‘fet open, 1. planted ° a 
guard of two of the park~keepers, or ‘te- 
nants, who kept conftant watch at nights, 
to prevent even the fear of any infult in 
that remote place. The fellows too did 
their duty the’ more chearfully as I was o- 
 bliged to give them double pay, both on 

C 3 my 
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my own account and on that of the ladies, 
who had offered to fatisfy them, aad from 
whom I charged them not to receive any 
Ahing, in a tone that convinced them I 
‘was not to be trifled with. By this ftep in 
favour of their fecurity, I found I had made 
my court very effectually to Mrs, Bernard, 
who thanked me cordially, mifs only in a 
fhort purfunétory way, made me a cool 
compliment, upon the occafion. But even 
that averpaid me. Surely, what one does 
for the perfon one really Joves, is ever 
2 more delicious ees than doing it for 
one’s felf, | | 

I had not, in the mean ime, —_ i 
preffing for leave to wait on them, at their 
houis of convenience, not to make ufe of 
it. My afftduities were alert, and inceffant. 
} had found that they neither wanted, nor 
would accept prefents of any fort. But as 
flowers, fruits, birds, and the like, are ne- 
ver included under that denomination, and 
carry with them that charaéter of fimplicity, 


fo peculiar to.the country, I exhaufted every 


invention, to gratify Lydia with thefe marks 
of my paffion. She received them, but 
received them with that air of dignity and 


: ; ‘refcrve,, 


fy 
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referve, which fhewed I owed her acceptance 
more to her politene&, than to any at- 
tention fhe had to the motives of the pre- 

fenter. | 
One day that I had received from Lon 
don a very curious and neatly bound edi- 
tion cf Telemachus in French, a book J 
knew fhe was very fond of, and was aftually, 
under the inftruétion of Mrs. Bernard, tranf- 
lating little extracts of it,for her improvement 
both in that and her own language, I was 
in hopes, from the nature of the prefent, 
that I fhould nog rifk.a refufal of it. Ac- 
cordingly, I cassied it weyfelf, and offered 
it ber in the prefence of Mrs. Bernard; but 
fhe declined receiving it, under the civil 
pretence, of her having one already. I 
was, I looked, mortified: Upon which, 
Mrs, Bernard very good-naturedly obferved 
toher, that though receiving prefents from 
men was an encouragement fhe never 
fhouid recommend to her; yet there were 
certain bagatclles, which by the courtefy of 
cuftom, were always excepted, efpecially 
in certain circumftances: And that there 
was really a'greater dignity and indeed a 
juitice owing to one’s aflured fuperiority, 
C + in 
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in accepting things of fo little importance ; 
than treating them as matters of confe- 
quence by rejecting them. 

Mifs, on this remonftrance, with : a fmile 
of ineffable fweetnefs, as if by way of re- 
paration, almoft fnatched the book, which 
I held extended in my hand, and making 
.me a low courtefy, faid, °* Sir, I thank you 
‘* not only for the favour itfelf, but for the 
‘* leffon jt has procured me, which, I 
‘¢ ain fatisfied is perfeCly juft. ”’ 

. I was however fo tranfported with car- 
rying my point, that I could have -hugged 
Mrs. Bernard, for the vexation fhe had 
fpared me, and for the pleafure fhe had pro- 
cured me. And, indeed, whatever cruel 
chagrin, her fidelity to her charge after- 
wards occaftoned me, I muft do her the 
juftice to own, that never woman more 
deferved .to be entrufted with the care 
and education of a pupil. -Without one 
weaknefs of her fex,. fhe had all the:effential 
virtues, all the good qualities of a man of 
honour. - Her real perfonal hiftory: was as 
follows. 

2 Young, the had been saat to the f fon of 
her lady’s fteward. Brought up entirely as 
ne her 
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her lady’s companion, fhe had fhared in 
common with ‘her, all the a:lvantages of 
the moft polite-education, and feen the 
beft company on a footing of apparent equa- 
lity. Her hufband, by whom the had feve- 

ral children, none of whom lived, died, ° 
and left her with a middling provifion for 
life; which did not hinder her from re-at- 
taching herfelf to her lady, to whofe family 
fhe now devoted all her care, and tender- 
nefs, and became defervedly her humble 
confidant and friend. The little old man, 
whom I have before mentioned, was no o- 
ther than her hufband’s father, to whom 
too, fhe endeavoured as far as was in her 
power, to make up, in duty and-affedtion, 
all he had loft, in lofing hisfon. And it 
‘was in virtue of thefe relations, and of her 
tried difcretion, and truft-worthinefs, that 
fhe became the guardian, or rather preferver 
of Lydia, in the moft critical conjuncture, 
when all the. happinefs of her Nfe was at 
ftake; all the particulars of which, it was 
not till long after, that I came at the na- 
ture, and truthof. So much however -was 
precifely here neceflary to.premife, cor- 
- cerning her charaGter, and connexions with 
fe C 5 . Lydia. 


34 MEMOIRS of 


Tydia. [et me add too, that next to 
that great mafter love itfelf, I owed to the 


converfation I had with her, more true,. - 


more effential knowledge of the world: 
I was preparing to launch into, than to all 
the leffons or inftrudctions I had. received: 
either from my tator, or Jady Bellinger. 
Nothing, I found by experience, forms a. 
raw young man fo effedtually,. as the ¢on- 
verfing with an agreeable well bred woman:. 
Though ts fay the truth, F could aet with: 
impunity have, at my age, aad with my 
.warmth of conftitution, fen fo familiarly 
one of Mrs. Bernard’s fex,. with her qualifi- 
cations, and. even remaining perfonal merit, 
had not Eydia’s. viGorious {uperiority drove 
all thoughts of that fort out of my head. 
Mrs. Bernard, had, in the mean time,. 
perfectly penetrated the nature of my fen 
txnents toward’s her amiable charge. But 
fure of herfelf, fare of Lydia, the feemed,. 
at leaft, entirely unalarmed. Content to 
watch my every motion and attempt to 


engage her te a private converfation, but 


naturally, and without the appearance of 
watching it. The impofibility then of 
Soming to fuch am explanation with Lydia 

as 
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weed 


F< 4 


pes ye “eee a * Fe - LE~ Fe 


a Coxconres. 35 


as I languifhed for, whit they ftaid at that 
houfe, where my vilts were under too. 
fevere reftriGion of time and place, fug- 
petted me the renewal of my invitation to. 
them, to remove to mry aunt’s, upon. a 
motive I thought Mrs. Bernard ae with 
dficulty parry.. 

I broke to her then, not itor trem- 
bling and with the utmoft delicacy, . the 
reports. which my affiduities had occahoned, 
and which in country places are unavoid- 
able, reports unfavourable to that fvoting 
of refpect,. and innocence, on which they 
had permitted me to fee them, and which 
T could now part with my life fooner than 
renounce the pleafure of. But I had. to do 
with one prepared and determined.. She 
ebferved to me, that I neither furprized, | 
nor difcompofed her with. an intimation of 
afufpicion attending my affiduities, which 
fhe had. befpoke, from the nature of their 
fieuation,. and. which they deferved tao Kr- 
tle, not to defpife. That, fhe owned it a. 
a duty in general to guard apainit the ap- 
_ pearances:of wrong, bat that their particular 
cafe absolved her infenfbility, in. otberwife — 
fa delicate a point ; and. ended with de- © 

. C 46 firing 
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firing me not to prefs them any more toa 
removal they were averfe to, unlefs J would 
drive them to the inconvenience of feeking 
once moré a covert, that fhould prote& 
them from: fuch perfecution. 
- ] fhuddered fo much at this laft menace,. 
that I took fpecial care from .thenceforward 
not even to drop a hint that might difpofe | 
them to put it into execution. Nor could: 
I help redoubling my admiration at the well 
fupported air: of dignity, and ftate, which 
breathed in. all their conduét, and expref- 
fions, and encreafed my ardent curiofity to 
find out their real character, and rank in. 
life. This laft, I had foon reafon ta ima- 
gine myfelf m a fair way of fatisfying. 
"Fom came one day, juft as I had dined; to 
acquaint me, that the little old man was 
certainly to be with the ladies that evening 
having fent a meflage to that purpofe from 
Warwick. 

. Leafily knew that it would be in vain, 
and indeed improper for.me to give them 
the interruption of my vifit, at that junc- 
ture, and confequently ftaid away that e- 
yening, at the hazard of their conjecturing,as 

they. 


a CoxcoMs. 27 


they doubtlefs did, the true reafon of this 
novelty. 

Thus far was right, but I ioe aaibas 

fure on the other hand, full as foolifh, as. the 
event did not fail to prove it. 
. Lordered my horfes, and immediately fet 
out for Warwick, which was at a fmall 
diftance from our feat. There I prefently 
found out by the defcription the very inn, 
where this old man had put up, and where 
his horfe ftill ftood, for he was himfelf gone 
as I expected, to the habitation of the 
ladies. . 

- Jn a room then, which I had taken up, 
and where I was very well known, I wait- 
ed patiently enough for his return. As foon 
as he came in, I ordered the landlord to 
acquaint him that a gentleman would be 
glad of his company, for a few minutes. 

On this he complied wirhout any hefi- 
tation, and came in, with an air of modeft 
freedom that fhewed he knew the world, 
and would alone have difpofed me to treat 
him with refpeét, even had not his 
connexion with the idol of my heart, in- 
= me with that 2 for him, which 

" extends 
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extends 60 no perfon fo powerfully, as thofe 
whofe fervice our paffions ftand in need of. 

_ He was very lean, low ftatured,. and had. 
Gece: an acutenefa, and fapacity in 
his countenance, that his real character was. 
far from giving the lye in, to. the rules of 
phyfiognomy. 

The preface leading to the favour | had 
to afk of him, was in fubdftance, that it 
was fom no metive of impertinent curio- 
fity, much Jefe from any defign himfelf 
would not approve of, that an acquaintance 


which chance had given birth to, had cre- — 


ated in. me the warme(t, the tendereft in- 


tereft in the welfare of two perfons, who, 


I was not. ignorant of, were dear to him, 
cand in fome fort under his protedétion, and 
selling bim. withal my name (which he knew 


as well as myiclf) { affured tom, that no 


confidence he could favour me with im re- 
fpe&ti to them, fhould ever be abufed by 
me; that the gteateft good might indeed 
refult both to the ladies, and myfelf, from. 
my being let into their fecret, but, that 


4n all eveats, there could no harm come of 


it, fice 1 gave bim my honour, £ would 
seligioufly conceal it from all the world, 


and. 
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and even my knowledge of it, from them - 
felves if he required it. That I would alfo 
lnviolably adhere to the MriGef rules of 
henour, with regard to them, and in fhort, 
‘Rot take one ftep, in confequence of his 
- difcovery, without his previous avowal, and 
approbation. ) 

He heard me out, with the greateft pati- 
@n¢e and attention : when, matter as he was. 
of his face, I faw it avesfpread with fuch an 
air of ingenuity and candour, as gave mc’ 
the greateft hopes, and might have duped. 
One of snore experience and knowledge of. 
the world. than myfelf. | 

** Lord, Sir ! fays he, are you the gentle- 
“mar to whom. my daughter, and the 
“* young lady have fuch great obligations » 
*“ well! I proteft, Iam. highly pleafed. with: 
“* this opportunity to return you my thanks, 

“* Poor fouls !: indeed they ftand greatly in. 
“© need of your goodnefs. But, Sir, a8 to 
‘" what you defire to kaow: I cannot fay 
“ but Mrs, Bernard. had it ftri@ly in charge 
“ not to difcower the occafien of their re- 
“ treat to any ones but you feem fuch a 
“worthy gentleman, that I think there 
“ need be no referve to you, whatever 

** there: 


40 MEMOTRS: of 


‘© there may be to others.. So, Sir! — but 


“* hold: Now I think of it, I would not — 


“have them. know . neither that I have 


se eceanie you with the myftery:. for,. 


“it may make them lefs on. their guard 
‘* to find their fecret in a third hand. Upon 
_ © that condition then —— 


Here I renewed the moft folemn protef- 


tations: that I would never directly, -nor 
indirectly drop.a hint; or give them the 
leaft overture of my difcovery:: That I-ap- 
proved even his caution, and would do 
honour to his confidence, by my condud& 
on it. 

. Well then, fays he; you. wave doubtlefs 
heard of Mr. Webber, the great banker in 
Wellington-ftreet? I cannot fay that I have, 
faid I: ** Good Jack! Good lack! -that is 
** much replies the old gentleman. Why 
*“ he was one of fuch extenfive dealings, 
“Sthat I thought every body knew Mr. 
‘© Webber in Wellington-ftreet; but. in- 


‘¢ deed, poor gentleman his cafe is very 


°S bad at prefent. He has latelv had fuch 
‘© a run upon him, that though he is a bot- 
‘© tomed man, and when his affairs are 
*< made MPs, is able to pay twenty. fhillings 
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** in the pound, he has been obliged to ftep 
“© afide for a little time, till he can turn 
*© himfelf ; and fee clearcr into his affairs. 
“Tn the mean time, as it’ was inconveni- 
*‘ ent for him to have his daughrer with 
‘* him, and he is’ a vaft proud man, that 
“© to be fure he is, he has fent Mifs Lydia 
“© out of the way, under the tuition of 
‘© Mrs. Bernard, who has lived a long 
“¢ while in the family, with a ftri injunc- 
** tion to live as private and out of the world 
** as poffible. It may be too he may have 
** other reafors, but I do not know them ; 
‘+ Tam but his agent in the cafe, and fhould 
** be ruined for ever with him, if he comes 
** to the knowledge of my having revealed 
“© fo much without’ his confent; oh! he is 
** very fcrupulous, avery fcrupulous man. ” 
All this he circumftantiated fo gravely, 
fo naturally too, though in a low language 

occafionally affefted, that I fwallowed ever 
fyllable of it, for truth. - For my part, who 
was more romantically in love than all the 
Celadons that ever owed their exiftence 
to fiction, I was fodeeply affeéted at this 
Mr. Webber’s misfortunes, on the account 
‘of ne amiable daughter, ‘that the tears were 
ready 
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ready to ftart into my eyes. After an in- 
ftant’s paufe then, granted to the vehe- 
mence of my emotions, and my reflexians 
‘on the occafion, I broke filence, and told 
him, that his confidence had penetrated me 
‘with the deepeft concern: That] did not how- 


ever confine myfelf to a barren proteftation 


of it. That though I was under age, and could 
not difpofe of my own fortune, I was fo 
much the mafter with my aunt, that I could 
affure him, and myfelf, of raifing imme- 
diately a fum from ten, to twenty thou- 
fand pounds, or even more, if that would 
extricate, or make Mr. Webber eafy; and 
to leave him no doubt of the nature, and 
innocence of my defigns, I promifed him, 
that whatever violence I did myfelf, I would 
‘not even fee mifs again, but at her father’s 
houfe, under his exprefs fan@tion, and con- 
fent. That for the reft, his acceptance of 
this aid, would be the greateft favour be 
could poffibly do me. 

I faw my gentleman’s face at this, in 
fpite of all his command over it, covered 
with fo much furprize and confufion, that T 
was very near not being the dupe.of his ftory. 
He was fo moved, fo ftaggered, as he after- 

| wards 
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wards told me, by the franknefs and genc- 
rofity of my offer, and the candour I back- 
ed it with, that it was not without fome 
pain and compunétion that he continued a 
deception, which he could only anfwer to the 
innocence of his motives, and to diffi- 
dence of the difcretion of my age. 
Continuing then on the foot of the falfe 
confidence be had begun, the told me, that 
he believed there would be no occafion for 
his employer’s being driven to any extra- 
ordinary refource for affiftance: That he 
would however acquaint. him with what 
I had fo generoufly tendered, intimating 
withal that he was withdrawn out of Eng- 
land: That it would of courfe take. up 
fome time to receive his anfwer, and, that 
he advifed, nay begged of me, by no means 
to make any further enquiries: That time 
would fhew the reafons of this caution. 
And concluded. with afluring me, in all 
events, that I fhould not lofe the merit 
of what I had fo obligingly offered to do 
for perfons who had really not deferved 
their diftrefs, . And. in this, he was fingere, 
and kept his word with me. | , 


On 
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On thefe terms, we parted. I returned 
that evening to our feat. And now, in 
the firft opportunities of being in private 
with myfelf, I found the folution of all my 
doubts and difficulties, with regard to my 
paffion for Lydia. I had never before ex- 
prefily told myfelf, or indeed knew my in 
tentions towards her.” Nothing was truer 
than -that’ I- had never once harboured a 
thoucht about Her inconfiftent with the moft 
rigid honour, and the pureft virtue. Bat 
I had alfo; never once dreamt of my. paf- 
fion driving me the lengths of ‘a ferious en- 
‘gagement with her,efpecially in the uncer- 
‘tainty I laboured under ‘of her’ condition. 
‘My ’birth anid ‘fortune gave me a title ir- 
deed to jiretend to the daughter of the firft 
duke in Britam,’ but then,‘ a banker’s 
daughter was neither acrordine to the max- 
ims of the world, or ;my ‘own ‘notion of 
things, an alliance any’ ways difhonourable. 
“As to his misfortunes, whether temporary 
‘or not, I never once hefitated about treat- 
ing them, but as a reafon the more. for 
confirming myfelf in my refolution, to fa- 
crifice every confideration to my leve. I 
was not of age: My family might exclaim: 
thefe 
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thefe and every other objection, I held 

cheap in comparifon with the poffeffion of 
aheart,; it became the higheft plan of hap-. 
pinefs I could form to triumph over. Be- 

fides, that wilful as I was, fiercely impatient 

of controul, efpecially in fo tender a point, 

I wasvery capable of plunging into that fort 

of mad ingratitude, with which often fools, at 

theirown expence, fo cruelly repay the ten= 
der concern of their beft friends. . 


After thanking myfclf then for a firm- 
nefs, on which I conceived all the future 
joys. of my life to depend; and clear, that 
fince [ was fated to play ALL FOR Love 
OR THE WORLD WELL Lost, I[.could ne-- 
ver meet with an object fo fit to juftify me ; 
I refigned myfelf up to the blandifhments 
of fleep, which became the more welcome 
to me, from the agitations of the day, 

Waking pretty early; my little fpy,. 
Tom, was at the bedfide with his yefter- 
day’s gazette. He brought me then the 
no-news of the little old man’s having been 
there in the afternoon; but added, that 
pretty late in the evening, there had come 

from Warwick, a fmall bandbox directed 
to Mrs. Bernard, the contents of ss 
he knew nothing of. 

Now, 
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Now, had I had at that time, but the 


thoufandth part of brains that I had of 
love, I might eafily have conjectured that 
this band-box was no other than a cover 
to a letter of advice, concerning the at- 


tack I had made, the preceding evening, 


on their agent’s fecrecy. But prepoffeffed 
as I was, that he had made me a facrifice, 
which he was as much concerned at leaft 
as me, to keep from their knowledge, I 
thought no deeper of it, than its being fome 
commiffion he had complied with, of procu- 

ring fome ribbons, head-drefs, or the like: 
At my ufual hour then in the morning, 
Trepaired to mry darling haunt, where I had 
the pleafure of being received, by the la- 
dies, with even an air of welcome. J had 
not, it feems, been ill ferved by the ftep 
I had taken, and which I little fufpected 
their having been acquainted with. Nay, 
fuch was the delicacy of my fentiments, 
that I looked on myfelf, as half a criminal 
towards them for having dared to penetrate 
into their condition, without their leave, 
and of which, I promifed myfelf, not to 
give them the lealt glimpfe of fufpicion, 
7 “2 ae nor 
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nor.did I, unlefs in what efcaped me, by 
' a redoublement of refpect, and attentions. 
I could not however hejp obferving that 
Lydia’s behaviour to me, marked fome:al- 
tezation, but whether in my favour or not, 
} had ‘too much fear, and too littl expe-: 
rience to determine. My intrepidity, more: 
founded on the confcioufnefs of the in- 
nocence of my intentions, than on my, 
nataral vanity, had deferted me, at the fight 
of her. -I trembled, becaufe I truly loved.: 
Lydia, it is true, had never from the firk 
once departed from that fhynefs, and re-- 
ferve, with which fhe had begun to treat 
me. But now a certain confufion, an ait: 
of tender timidity mixed with her reception 
of me, that I had too little knowledge of: 
the fex to account for. No] never before 
had I feen her fo amiable, and fo fweetly: 
auftere. She blufhed as I fpoke toher, and 
hardly brought herfelf to anfwer me. Ig- 
norant as I was, and ingenious to torment 
myfelf, I began to fancy fhe had taken fome’ 
ftrange averfion to me, and faw me with: 
uneafinefs. Coxcombry is certainly not 
the vice of a lover.. Fhat padfon never 
produces, and generally cures, where it 
finds, 
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finds, it. " My propenfity to it was then in 
its infancy. I was as yet only a coxcomb 
iri bud, And at that time all my pride ftood 
in -fach thorough fubjection to the impe- 
rious power of love, that I was far from 
prefuming myfelf dangerous enough’ for 
Lydia to take alarm at, or feel a flutter in 
my favour at the approaches of an enemy. 
generally more feared than heartily hated. 

- Her confufion however bred mine 3 and: 
it was aukwardly enough I brought in the: 
mention of my having beer obliged to 
repair to Warwick the day before, on a 
bufinefs of the utmoft importance. For I 
durft_ not give my reafon for ftaying away 
the air of an apology. Lydia blufhed, faid - 
nothing, and {mothered a fmile.- But even 
that did not open my eyes on her maine A ac- 
quainted with my errand. 

_ Mrs, Bernard, who had feen the enemy, 
snd knew his marches, obferved our! pain- 
ful fituation, -and came in to our. refcue. 
. With an addrefs familiar to her, fhe foon - 
brought the coriverfation into a. flow of 
more eafe, and freedom. Lydia by gentle 
degrees refumed that . chearfulnefs: which | 
Mayet left her, but when any thing parti- 

cular : 
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cular from me to her, whether in tooks, 
or words, turned her grave and referved. I 
often indeed endeavoured to bring the dif- 
courfe to land upon love, a fubjedt from 
its nature unexhauftible, and eternally new, 
and which I was far from mafter of; fince 
it was a€tually the mafter of me. But fill 
I was fenfible-I fhould not talk impertinent- 
ly upon it, fince whatever I would fay, 
would come unmediately from my _ heart, 
the only true fource of eloquence, and 
perfuafion. But all my ceagernefs, for 
art I had none, to engage, or lead them 
into a topic introdutory to an overture 
of my fentiments, produced me only the 
pain to obferve that the fubjeét was 
highly difagreeable - to both Mrs. Ber- 
nard and Lydia.” Mrs. Bernard indeed 
eluded it, in the ftyle of an ambaflador, 
when he is founded upon untreatable mat- 
ters. Lydia, like one who was entirely a 
ftranger to it, and defired to continue fo. 
Thefe rigours which my whole tenour : 
_ of thinking towards them, told me I folittle ‘ 
deferved, had half awakened my pride. 
I endeavoured at Jeaft to act indifference, 
but I put on my airs of ened fo auk- 
wardly 
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wardly, that I perhaps never betrayed more 
love, than when I aimed at appearing to 
have the leaft. One Bok of Eydia dif- 
armed and deprived’ me of even a‘ wifh to 
rebel ; nay redoubled my fubmiffion: I 
thought myfelf but too criminal for having 
dared to form one, 

Youth isan age, love a paffion, not over- 
burthened with judgment. Had I been ca- 
pable of any, I might eafily have confidered 
that Lydia’s modefty, honour, and the 


fears natural to her tender age, to fay no- - 


thing of the perfecution fhe was under, for 
I did not then know the nature of it, very 
rationally accounted for all the coynefs I had 

to complain of. — 48 
As for Mrs. Bernard, who was too well 
experienced, and too penetrating not to re- 
mark my pafffon, and to do juftice ro the 
refpect, it was evident, that the purity 
of it infpired me: She was not without her 
anxieties and fears, that the confequences 
might prematurely take too ferious a turn, 
for her check or controul. Hf there was 
then nothing in my rank or condition, no- 
thing in the nature of my fentiments that 
7 | could 
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could reafonably alarm her; the nicety of 
her truft, the peculiarity of the conjundture, 
and the tendernefs of both our ages, faffi- 
ced however to determine her to keep off 
all explanations that might carry us too 
great lengths, before a proper foundation 
fhoukl be laid by a difcovery, which dif- 
covery dould not welt take place, "till the 
motives which for¢ed them to refert to this 
romantic refuge fhould eeafe. 

Poffibly, fhe catried her caution foo far, 
from her not conceiving me fo independant 
as I really was; and fhe never gave my ap- 
proaches on that point encouragement e+ 
nough for me to fet her right, by a pro- 
per reprefentation of this circumftance. 

After then flaying as long as I durft that 
morning, I returned home, more in love, 
and more in defpair than ever. 

Several days paffed in this manner, with- 
gat may being in the leaft more advanced 
than the’ firft inftant. Mrs. Bernards pos 
lite but firm vigilance, and Lydia’s frozen 
referve, fupported, no doubt, by all the 
remonftparices of this her Mentor in petti- ’ 
epats, were am overmatch for all my ‘at- 
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tempts to foften them, and indeed for all 
my patience, | By ce, he, Se oe 

_ J had befidcs no confidants that I could 
-well feck .advice from, . My: compahions 
were chiefly of my own.age, as young, as 
unexperienced, and as.thoughtlefs as myfelf. 
Befides, that a paffion, fo violent as mine, 
never goes without a {pice of jealoufy.. I 
looked, on, Lydia, .a3 a. hidden - treafure, 
which I could have withed, for fecurity- 
fake, to have been kept buried fromi all 
eyes, but my own. I conceived, by my- 
felf, what impreffions, fych a, form nuft 
make on every beholder, ard imagined no 
age proof againft them. Love alone in- 
{pired me thefe ideas of caution: I had 
not been taught them: and they were far 
- from unjuft, or even unwife. 

My aunt, lady Bellinger, whofe tender- 
nefs for me was pufhed ‘even to a weaknefs, 
and who deferved. from ‘me other ; returns, 
than thofe made her by my native. charac- 
ter, by a pride rendered yet more intracta- 
ble from her indulgence, atanage, when I 
could pot do the juftice I have fince done 
to it. I had then yielded to the torrent ; 
but I foon faw the pain and uneafinefs I 

had 
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had occafioned her, by my conduét, the 
feeming indecency of which fcandalized, 
and afflicted her. But what fhe did not 
fay to me, had .more effect on my ftub- 
bornnefs 4: temper than all fhe could have 
faid. 

Urged then, by the doubles motive of 
doing juftice to the ladies, whofe fame and 
honour, were as.dear. to me as my own, 
.and of giving a ‘fatisfaction which I judged 
indifpenfably due to her, from the moment 
fhe did not require it ; I feized the firft con- 
venient opportunity, of acquainting her 
with the perfe&t innocence of thofe affidui- 
ties, which had.born fo bafe and undc- 
ferved 4 ‘conftru€tion: in fhort I let her 
fincerely into all that I thought myfelf at 
liberty to reveal, or blamelefs for fup-— 
preffing, under the uncertainty I miyfelf 
was in, of the iffue of my wifhes, and pre- 
tenfions. de rides 
- Truth is virrefiftible. The vivacity of 
its colouring has quite a different effe& from 
the daub of falfity, or invention. My 
good aunt who loved me too fondly, for 
me not to. have eafily deceived: her, 
was, furely, lefs .capable of rejecting 
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the force of reality ; befides that tranfported 
as the was to find me atonoe innocent of the 
groflnefles imputed to me, fhe was paffibly 
more fo, to find me recovered into refpect 
and duty enovgh ta give her an account 
of my conduét, I faw the moment then, 
that fhe would have ordered her coach, 
and by way of reparation, have drove di- 
rectly to the houfe where the ladies were, 
and have invited them to all the accom mor 
dations and prateftionofhee own. But this 
good-natused igpetyofity § wes obliged to 
seftrain, fromnay knowledge of their fentir 
raents On that point, though I widked for no- 
thing fo ardently, for many obvious reafons:: 
efpecially too as fuch a flop woubl bave ef 
fectually ftided the feandal which great 
an affectation of privacy, and my refore, had 
given birth to, and which however foon 
died away of itfelf, under their cool cqntempe 
cf it. ee, 

- Ohe circumftance however, en. my £x- 

planation with my aunt, fomewhat fur; 
prized, and alarmed me. As the ice was 
now broke, for her to fay what the pleafed 

tome: She told me, that-even the family 
of the young lady was no -feeret in the 
roe  & neigh~ 
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meighbourkood : that her father was a mer- 
chant, whofe affairs were in fome diforder, 
and that hisname was Webber. That fhe, 
lady Bellinger, had been the more hurt, 


_ by the fuppofed irregularity of my conduct, 


in that, it was infinuated that I had taken 
the advantage of their family-diftrefs, and 


employed it in aid of my fedudtion. 


I blufhed with rage and indignation at 
fuch a-bint, and was but the more wor 
and foftened by my aunt’s filence to me, 
on fo tender a point, as I knew the pange 
it muft have coft her heart to fupprefs hi- 
therto her fentinvents upon my ae 
dure, 

That haughtinefs of Spirit, which is not 
owing to meannefg, as haughtinels ge« 
nerally is, is not always the worft part. of 
a charaéter. No. art could have fug~ 
gefted to lady Bellinger, fo efficacious a me~ 
thod of reducing me to her point, as the 
meafures fhe kept with my pride, by nog 
fhocking it with remonftrances, which it 
would certainly, at all events, have rejected, | 
But now inftead of growing infolent, or obfti- 
nate, onthe indulgence fhe fhewed my errors, 
seal, ox fuppofed.; that indulgence quite 
: D¢ | dif 
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difarmed and overcame me. I Ioved, F 
adored Lydia, and would have renounced 
my life, fooner than my paffion for her, 
yet I refolved nothing fo firmly as not to 
take one decifive ftep, without my aunt’s pre-~ 
vious participation, or confent. This laft, 
¥ knew neither humour, pride, or intereft, 
would over-balance her inctination to fatisfy 
me in, on her being herfelf fatisfied that 
it was neceffary to my happinefs. But my 
advanees were not yet in forwardnefs e- 
nough, for me to enter upon a confidence 
of that fort with her. 
-- To. return then to Lydia Iwas not 
without my perplexity to find her ftory di- 
vulged. Nor did my innocence quite tran- 
quillize me‘upon it. ‘I fometimes imagi- 
ned that chance alone had occafioned the 
difcovery. It ferved too to confirm to me, 
the old agent’s information. ‘The truth 
however, was, that he had with the greateft 
air of myftery, recommended this fob- fecret 
fo two or three perfons in ‘Warwick, 
whom he judged the propereft to’ give it 
a quick circulation. And’as to me, he had 
fhewn me folittle: mercy, that, independant 
of rai other particulars, ‘he ‘had. even over- 
¢ ftretched 
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ftretched his iGiion, to the name of the 
{treet, which was no more exifting, than 
the imaginary Mr. Webber himfelf. He 
thought, it feems, nothing too much te 
quiet my curiofity, and to put me off the 
right fcent, as he judged me the moft likely 
to exert myfelf in tracking out the truth. 
And to clench my deception, there were 
not wanting fome of thofe male-goffips, 
who pretend to know every thing, and 
whom to be fure Mr. Webber could not 
efcape. ** Who knew him better than they? 
they had often fmoaked how things would 
_ go with him: often had they been afraid 
of his over-living his abilities ; then his wife — 
was fuch an extravagant woman! It was 
no wonder matters were as they were.’” 
Now, when the truth came out, in fe- 
quence of time, that no fuch perfon ever had. 
exifted, they were to be fure confufed, and 
afhamed? notat all: they wereonly miftaken : 
it was Mr. fuch an one they took him for,. 
and for whom they found fome name, as 
much of invention as the other. 

In the mean time I ftill continued’ my. 
vifits to the thatched-houfe, or rather the: 
inchanted palace, where flill I found. Mrs. 
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Bernard inaeceffbly intrenched, behind the 


utmoft civility, againft all my attempts. 
to come to the point. Great expreffions of 
acknowledgment and gratitude, but not 
a fyllable tending to encourage any over- 
tures whatever eoneerning her charge, from: 
whom fhe was infeparable even for an in- 
flant. E had tried, in vain, feveral. inno- 
cent ftratagems, to come at a private 
audience from Lydia; but all my art, and. 
invention, were in default, againft her fu- 
perior fkill and management. Argus was. 
indeed lulled 2 fleep with alt his hundred: 
eyes, but Argus was aman, and a fimple 


couple in a woman well on the watch,’ 


is worth a thoufand of them. ‘Whence are 
eunuchs fo vigilant, but from their refem- 
blance, in fome fort, to women? 

As to Lydia, there was no circumftance 


ef regard or attention to- prove my paffion _ 


for her, omitted by mee [ exhaufted then. 
the whole chapter of fuch prefents, as were: 
confiftent with her delicacy’ to. receive, with- 
out forgetting any thing that might be a- 
greeable to Mrs. Bernard, whom I faw the 
neceffity of keeping meafure with. The 
Slee of all the gardens round me in fruit or 
7 flowers ;, 
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flowers; every rarity that’ the country af- 
forded, as well as the town, the neweft: 
patterns, the neweft mufic,. every thing 
in fhort that could contribute to their plea-. 
fure or atmufement, in that wearifome fo- 
Ktude, I made it the delight of my Iife to 
procure them. Books, pamphlets, news- 
papers were efpecially Mrs. Bernard’s thare: 
in my provifion. 

So much importumity, to give thefe 
marks of my paffion the harfheft name, 
could not fail of making fome impreffiorr 
on Lydia’s gratitude, if they did not even: 
touch her heart. I began then at length 
to flatter myfelf that I perceived lefs and: 
lefs rigour and referve, every day, in het 
‘eountenance and behaviour to me. She 
feemed now more familiarized to all the 
paffion I threw into my looks, or into. 
what I faid to her, I thought I read in 
her eyes expreffions of foftnefs and langour, 
which did not threaten me with a declara- 
tion of hatred, if I could but have ‘got 
an opportunity to make her one of love, out. 
of Mra. Bernard’8 hearing. But that was. 
impoffible,. fo that L was forced to content 
syfelf with thefe conftractions, too favour 
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able indeed tomy withes, not to give mp 
hopes leave to live on them. 

- All my affiduities. too, only ferved to rivet. 
my chains. The more I. fludied Lydia, 
the more I was. forced. to: admire her.. 
Poffeft of all the power of perfeét beau ty> 
without the infolence of it’s confcioufnefs, 
or the impertinencies it ferves fo often for 
a privilege to, fhe gave all the faid or did 
the fweeteft of graces, ,that of pure nature, 
unadulterated with affedtation,, that bane of 
barely not the whole fex,, which fo many 
of ours ase either the dupes of, or cox- 
combs enough to catch the contagion of 
from them.. Her -native modefly fuffered 
her to fay but little, and that only on 
fubjects proper for her age; but that little! 
how. elegant without pretenfions! how 
correc without ftiffnefs } One. could have 
indeed wifhed fhe had {poke more ; ‘yet 
there was no feafon. to complain that the 
had not faid enough. 


One. day,. that I found her embroider- 


ing a rofe on a white fattin, and that I took 
it for my text to place fome filly - com- 
mon-place compliment, on its being an 


humble type of that frefhnels, and fuperj- 
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ely beautiful colour, of her complexion ;. 
fhe obferved to me, (blufhing the original. 
fhe was copying from, out of countenance), 
that this flower much better reprefented 
the fate of maidens hearts, in that the in- 
ftant it unlocks its bofom, it betrays its ape - 
proaching ruin. 

This was giving me a fair opening to 
have gone effentially into the merits of 
my caufe; but Mrs. Bernard’s perpetual 
prefence interpofed, and barred me the 
reply.. Senfible of the advantage given me 
by this comparifon, which I was preparing 
to improve, under the favour of due diftinc-::.’ 
tions, fhe ftarted an abrupt tranfition, 
which I thought I faw Lydia, by ber cor 
louring, conftrue into an admonition, which 
fhe refpe&ted more than fhe was pleafed with. 
In fhort, at every tur, or avenue, 
paved for me by chance, or my own un- 
wearied induftry, to come at a declaration 
of my fentiments,, I found Mrs. Bernard 
unremoveably in my way.. 

I was now almoft at the end of my pa- 
tience, when I was to undesgo yet an in- 
finitely feverer trial of. it. I was then fully 
determined, by the uneafinefs of my fi- 

tuations, 


62 MEMOIRS of 


tuation, to come to. an explanation, at all: 
adventures, with Mrs, Bernard herfelf, and: 
waited only fuch a fpace of time, as 
T affigned within myfelf, for fome anfwer- 
to the propofals F had ntade, and fuppofed- 
fo have been conveyed, by their agent to. 
Mr. Webber, which time was now on ther 
point of expiration. ° 

Already did I hug myfelf on the joy 
anticipated, with tranfports, on being de-~ 
Nvered from the torture of reftraint, and 
pouring out my whole heart to Lydia; un- 
der fanction of it’s purity. Iwas not in- 
deed vain enough to hold myfelf fure of 
kers, but I had not.withal reafon to aerate 
of: its declaring im my favour. 

My rark and fortune, F hat moft af: 
furedly counted: for nothing, in refpect to. 
my pretenfions to Lydia herfelf, though E 
did not doubt of their weight and influence: 
on Mrs. Bernard. I wasat that timeindeed, 
and ever, too proud to appeal: fronr my per- 
fonal merit, to that of my poffeffions.: This 
worthlefs and ignoble meannefs I conftant- 
ly left, with the contempt it deferves, to. 
our lords of the rew creation, or the 
greafy money-grubs of the city.. 


Having 
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Having then fixed within myfelf.2 fhort 
day for the fair and open difclofure of 
my views and defigns to Mrs: Bernard, I 
waited for it with the anxieties of one who. 
is to throw the dice for his life, on a drume | 
head. 

One evening fies, that F had been pre» 
informed of their having received a packet 
from Warwick, I vifited them in courfe, 
~ asufual, kn Mrs. Bernard’s looksI could 
_ indeed - perceive little or so ‘alteration, 
except a certain air of mereafed kindnefs,, 
and forced obligingnef:, in which her de- 
fign to throw duft in my eyes, had perhaps. 
tefs fhare,; than the confcioufnefs. of the 
cruel ftab fhe was meditating, to all my 
hopes, and the fort of reparation the in- 
tended me, for the part her duty conftrained. 
her to act in it. 

But as to Lydia, lefs miftrefs of her e+ 
motions, lefs capable of art, and difimur 
lation, the change of her countenance 
was confiderable, and manifeft, Her face 
was paler than ufual, her accents faultering, 
and her reception. of me, rather tenderer, 
and more engaging than ever I had found 
ie, Induftrious to. deceive myfelf, I imme- 

diately: 
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mediately imagined that they had received 
fome difagreeable accounts of Mr. Web- 
ber’s affairs. I was not even, fcarce forry 
for jt, from the hopes of fuch a circum- 
{tance adding to the merit of my difinter- 
eftednefs, in the propofals I was on the point 
of breaking to them, and even flattered 
myfelf, I fhould now, inftantly, receive 
a privilege for, in the advices I expected 
from their agent. 

With all the warmth: then of the moft 
paffionate concern, I ventured to afk Ly- 
dia, if fhe was well, or had received any 
news to. difcompofe her 5 but. fhe had her 
inftructions, and pleaded an. indifpofition, 
which fhe had. nots. and which Mss, ‘Ber= 
nard feconded the excufe. Of. in order to 
fhorten my vifit... I did not then make 
it fo long as ufual, but I had full time to 


obferve that Lydia. was exeeedingly dif- 


quieted. I caught her eyes. often fixed on 
me, they brimmed. with fears, which fhe 
| endeavoured to keep in, and fhe i imme: 
‘mediately, but with reluétance, averted or 
declined them to the ground, on their en- 
counter with mine. I thought them un- 


commonly foftened towards me, At that 
inftant: 
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inftant I hoped it was love: but foon after 
retraéted that opinion for another, lefs 
flattering: I attributed then afterwards 
thefe appearances to the reproaches fhe 
might think fhe owed herfelf for the cruel 
returns fhe was preparing to make me, for. 
the moft delicate, though the moft vio- 
lent paffion, E had betrayed for her, by 
fymptoms that could not efcape her; a- 
monpgft which even my filence was not the 
teaft, and added to the merit of my fenti- 
ments towards her, that of a timid refpect, 
which however ridiculous to the womert 
of the world, could not but find favour 
in the eye of her unaffected innocence, and 
modefty, Perhaps too, the thoughts of a 
removal from a place, where fhe was habi- 
tuated, as it were, and which I had en- 
deavoured to render as pleafing to her as 
poffible, might give her part of the unea- 
finefs fhe expreft: but however, I had 
not fo much as conceived the fhadow of 
a fufpicion, of their intentions at that 
trme. , 
- I took my leave of them with an om 
nous heavinefs of heart. The next morn- 
ing, [ was waked, very early, by my 


valet 


66 MEMOIRS of 

valet de chambre, who acquainted me that 
the boy Tom was at the door, and prefled 
hard for admittanee. I inftantly ordered 
him tq my. bedfide, not without a fecret 
prefentiment, which made me fhudder. 
He came, ‘and with tears in his eyes de- 
livered me a letter, trembling, and {carce 
able to bring: out ‘*.they are gone, they 
“* are gone!’”? who is gane? you block- 
head, faid], ina tone of madnefs which 
fhewed at Jeaft my apprehenfions. The 
ladies, Sir, anfwered the boy, with an 
encreafed fright, at the rage I expreft. 
How ? when ? with who? I demanded in one 
breath, holding the fetter {till in my hand, 
Without the courage or heart to open it, 
The boy, in fu bitance gave the following ac- 
count. : 7 


before they retired to their apartment, in 
which they locked thenafelves up, without 
coming out, till one in the morning ; 
when. the little, ald gentleman knocked at. 
the dcor violently,.and alarmed the grand- 
mother, and him. They were afraid of 
thieves. But looking out of the wiadow,. 
they faw that the two watchmen from the 
(e park- 


That I had not been. gone a minute, . 
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park-louge, were talking with the ger 
tleman: and the kedies themfelves came 
and told chem it was their friend, and ¢ame 
for'no hapa. They openad she' door, and 
the ladies met the ald.gentleman, aad Mrs. 
Bernard told bim. they. were ready; and fo 
they were, with theis. bundles of clotbes 
and linen, and @ {mall cafket. Thefe, 
the old gentleman gave the watchmen to 
Carry, and the Iadies gave them five eui-~ 
meas for their trauble; They walked down 
the Jane, at the bottom of which was a 
coach aed fx, with only @ee perfon in it, 
and that @ lady, swhaon mié’s ftepping mto 
the coach, theaw her arms about. ber 
peck aod kept her embraced for above a . 
minute, They told them they believed 
they fhould come again neat day, but if 
. they did not, that what they left was a 
free gift to the landiady: They gave the 
boy too a purfé with fome guineze in it, 
and bid him be a good boy. Mifs wept 
both before and after fhe got into. the coach, 
and delivered him with her own hands the 
letter, which fhe "bid him be fure to give 
ta no body but. myfelf. The lad ran 
after the coach till he tired. himfelf, to 

: fee 
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fee which road it took, '’till he loft fight of 
it, and was bewildered fo that he could 
not eafily find his way back again. And 
by all that he could make out they did-not 
take the road‘ to Landon, or diab 

but rather towards the feda-fide. 

' All the time he was giving’ me this ac- 
count, I-remained motionlefs, petrified 
with furprize, vexation, and anger. Sur 
prized at the fuddennefs of my misfortune; 
vexed at the lofs of the whole treafure of 
my heart, and angry at the unkindnefs ‘of 
their. ufage. In. the injuftice of my paf- 
fion I .was near giving orders for turning 
the park-keepers away, for not ftopping 


_ them, ‘as if I had given it'in part of their 


charge to them; when, ‘on the contrarj 
the poor fellows thought they were ferving 
me, in ferving od and obeying their 
orders, 
_. Recovering de. .a litte, my fpirits, I 
fent every. body’ out of the room, that I 
might read this fatal fcroll with lefs diftur- 
bance. I broke open the feal, ftill trem- 
bling with complicated emotions. . The 
letter was Mrs, Bernard’s, and tel were 
the content. ee ee 
To 
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To Sir WILLIAM DELAMORE. 


Srp, 


N our prefent procedure towards you, 
there is only the appearance of ingrati- 
“© tude.” We leave this place with the jufteft 
‘© fenfe: of your politene/s and civilities. Irr ef, fi - 
“© ble conjunciures force us away, in this man- 
** ner: you will perhaps, one day, acknowledge, 
“ Gnd ‘do juftice, to the violence of them. 
“S In the mean time, if any entreaties of ours 
5“ can have weight with you, we conjure you 
“* to fufpend any enquiries about. us. You 
“ Lave -been with our privity, but fo inno- 
“* cently, mifled about our name, and condi- 
“* tion, through the extreme precaution of our 
“* agent, that you will, if not thank, at heaft 
*< not condemn, either bim, or us, for it. I 
©4 once again, beg-you will not think more a- 
S£ bout us, tilt time, and circumftances, fball 
‘S$ give us leave to explain the whole my/tery 
“$ to you. — Above all, it is of importance to 
a mifs Lydia's fa afety: that you do not uxde- 
S© ceswe ‘the country, of the notion they have of 
“ our rank, ‘fuch as is already diffufed of it. 


é¢ 
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“* In the hopes of this your compliance, we 
‘6 /hallalways remember you with gratitude and 
“* eftcem. I quit the pen to mifs, who injifis 
** on tt, and amy, 
Siry 
"Your maf obliged, and 
obedient humble fervant, ; 
‘CATHERINE. BeRNarD, 


~ The llowing was sanded at the Boticen 
of this letter, in Lydia’s hand, ig form of 
pofticript. | 


“ey Mae what Mrs Bernard has uid 
“ to you, and Tadd from myfelf, that I foould 
$* be forry-you did nat think I leave this retreat 
“< guith regret. 

: Lypta. 


. Asfhocked, as thunder-ftruck,: as I was 
at this unexpected revolution, which a- 
wakened me out of my dream of the come 
pleateft happinefs I could form an idea of 5 
the fight of Lydia’s hand, and the glimpfe’ 
of tendernefs I thought. I perceived’ in’ her 
polticript, gave me a fenfible. confelation, a 
confolation even. neceflary to keep. me 

from 
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from fimking under the blow. I read ie 
over and over, I bathed it with my tears 
rather of rage than of love. Yet I devours 
ed it with my kiffes. Her name broke from 
meinexelamations of grief,and rants of defpair. 
FT expoftulated with her, as iffhe was prefent, 
on the cruelty of her treatment. What had I , 
done? how had Fdeferved to bedeferted in this 
manner? Then what reproaches did I not 
make to myfelf for having poftponed the 
propofals I Had intended? might not they 
have changed their plant and foftened the 
rigour of their procedare towards me? 

I fent for the boy in again: I afked him 
a thoufand queftions, and made him as often 
repeat every particular of their departure : 
how they looked: what they had faid: but 
nothing he had to tell me, could give me 
the Hight, or fatisfaction, I wanted. 
' Harraffed, at length, even to faintnefs, 
with all the vexation, and grief, of difap- 
pointed love, I got up, and my fir and 
early care was to repair to the cottage, 
though I was fure of meeting there with 
nothing but fubjects that wou erent my 
pain and regret, 


Tay “ys 


Ar- 
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: Wrrived there, fo far from the paras. 


dife my raptured ideas had once erected it 
into, it now wore to me the afpect of a 
cold, dreary, difconfolate defert. I feemed 
like a poor traveller, who cheated by his 
imagination, -has: at a diftance formed to 
himfelf the appearance of fuperb palaces, 
towers, and delightful gardens, but on ad~- 
-yancing near, difcovers the illufion. of the 
perfpective, and finds with horror, nothing 
but fhapelefs rocks, ftunted yews, and an 
uninhabitable wild. Such was the difcount 
that habitation was now. at. in ny Peele 
fenfe of things. 
, The poor old landlady ¢ came to me, and 
very innocently fharpened my affliction, by. 
her praifes of her lodgers. ‘They had been 
as fhe faid a bleffing to her houfe, and fhe 
hoped in the lord they were not gone for. 
ood. -Her grief in fhort: was fo fincere, 
that fhe feemed to have forgot their leaving 
her in goods and money about fifty times 
the amount of their agreement. 
~All this liberality plainly however. denoted 
their being perfons of fortune, and condi-., 
tion, as indeed the whole uniform tenor of 
their carriage, and alr, had left me no doubt 
of. 
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«Of. But ftill, I exhaufted every conjeQture 

- that could Jead me to a difcovery of who 
they really were. Yet I naturally enough 

_imagined, that if any young lady of quality 
thad been miffing, or on any account had 
left her family,-it muft haye made noife 
enough to have reached our notice, and 
we had not heard an accident of that fort 
even whifpered. 

Concluding then, that there muf be 
fome very extraordinary occafion for fuch 
exquifite privacy, and powerfully reftraincd 
by the intimation of Lydia’s fafety being 
annexed to. my filence and difcretion, [I 
determined to obey implicitly their orders 
of defiftence from any enquiry, or men-- 
tion of their half-confidence to me. I 
hoped too that fuch a fubmiffion would the 
fooner produce me the eclairciffment they 
had left me the hopes of; hopes, which 
alone hindered me from fetting out that 
inftant, and acting the part of.a true knight- 
errant, in purfuit of a wandering princefs. 
And indeed there was fomething fo fingu- 
lar, and out of the ordinary road of things, 
in my meeting, falling in love with, and 
sia of Lydia, that did not make the 

E lefs 


74 MEMOIRS of 
~ féfs impreftion gn me, for carrying «a fpice 
of the romatttic through the whole’adven- 
tures I fourid, ‘it féems, “fomething ‘flat- 
tering,” in the idea, that fuch' /® pecultarity 
was referved for me. 7 

Returtied to’my aunt’s, I told her, ac- 
cording to my plan ‘of fecrecy, no ‘more 
than that the ladies were gone, | which in-. 
deed fhe might have read plain:enough, ‘in 
the change of my 4ir, ‘and’ countenance. 
Seeing then how ferioufly I was affeéted, 
fhe openly faid every thing’fhe could think 
of to leffen my affiGtion, and hugged herfelf 
no doubt, at what an efcape I had had. 

‘My fenfe of .Lydia’s ‘abfertce was not 
however foon, nor indeed ever, thorough- 
ly got éver. For fome time'I remained: 


melancholy, ftupified,-and feeling feverely. | 


the want of fomething’effential to the en- 
joyment of my ‘life. It*had been, during 
her ftay, delicioufly ‘indeed filled, and taken 
up with the pleafures, of feeing’and attend- 
ing onher, But ‘her defertion ‘of me ‘had 

" made fuch a fenfible gap, fo ‘treparable: a 
void, that'I had rio longer’a relith ‘for my 
_ exiftence. '' All the women I faw, and who 
had once infpired my defires, were’ now’ no- 
thing 


i 
" 
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nothing to me. I-looked ju enough at 


them, tw fatisfy myflf they.were not Ly- 
diay, and, I, fought no more. Hunting, 


country fports, converfation, ftudies, all 
grew infipid to me, every thiag put me -in 


mind of Lydia, but nothing could fupply 


_ her place with me. 
. By.degraes however the. violence -of my 
grief fubfided and foftened ,iago .a icertain 


- gaguor and, melancholy which was not even 


without its-pleafure. Lydia, .prefent to my 
memory, always engroffed my heart: bur 
time, that, great comforter in ordinary, in- 
troduced. intervals of infenfibility, which 
other objets, other -paffiona, feized the ad- 
vantage of. I -ftill did nat love Lydia lefs, 
but now I did:net think of her fo often, or 


with that:continuity as at firft. . The num- _ 


ber of things that made impreffion on me, 
augmented in proportion as-that.of my erief 


| grew fainter and fatnter. I was of a confti- 


tution too ahich.began to interfere power- 


_ fully. .with. that fyftem. of conftancy, and 
. -‘Platonics, .which a world rather fpeile than 
‘refined, has:agreed to banifh into the corner 


‘Of thofe.old mufty tomances that went 


out of fafkiion with-reffs:and igh4crowned 
E 2 , hats, 


“6 MEMOIRS of 
hats, and which is moft certainly exploded 
“out of the prefent practice: perhaps with 
-Jefs profit to true Peat than is gene- 
rally imagined. : 

‘I pined now for the term fixed for our 
going to London; ftill in the hopes of 
hearing from, or tracing Lydia out. But 
‘in the mean time I felt more than ever the 
infipidity,‘ and wearifoninefs of a country 
‘life, in which, generally, one day is. the 
dull duplicate of another, What, in fhort I 
now found moft wanting to me, was a- 
-mufement:* whilft the prompterfhip of na- 
‘ture, and the follicitations of a curiofity 
which began to refume its rights, left me 
no room to doubt about the fort of it. Ihad — 
- Befides foon an opportunity to afcertain, 
and indeed realize, all my wants and de- 
fires. 

Mrs, Rivers,..a relation of our family, 
diftant enough to annihilate any fcruple 
about our nearer approaches, and widow of 
a gentleman of a very good eftate in M——, 
whofe conftitution fhe had broke by over- 
drawing upon it, was’ the inftrument. it 
-feems allotted me, to make my firft experi- 
gents upon, She had accepted of an invi- 

tation 
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tation to our houfe, for a few weeks of the 
fummer feafon,. where fhe accordingly 
came down, preceded by fuch a charaétcs 
of virtue, and devotion to the memory of 
the poor dear deceafed, as joined to the 
Rarrow notigns I had imbibed by a country 
education, afforded me no more profpe& 
of an affair of gallantry, than if 1 had been 
told my grandmother was coming. _ . 
Well! down fhe .came,. powdering. in 
a coach and fix, and arrived about noon 
in our houfe, where I was then with my 
aunt: who after the ufual ceremonies of 
reception, prefented me to her, and defired 
I would do the honours of the houfe, as 
became me. Moft certainly I then ima- 
gined as little as my poor aunt herfelf, how 
compleatly I was deftinated to do them, 
and to teach her the true Englith of chere 
intieréy in return. for the leffons I. was to 
receive from her. . 
I was juft then returned from hunting, 


_ In the drefs for that diverfion, and had nat 


‘amifs the air of a young, fturdy fox-hun- 


ter, breathing all the florid frefhnefs of the 
country, and all the vigour of that charac- 


ter. This appearance of mine, fhe was 


E 3 too 
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too knowing to be difpleafed' with, for fhe 


received my heasty falute, and compliments, 
with a certain wartith and ‘ericouragement, 
which her’ firft glanee ovér myperfon, had 
not it feems-indifpofed ‘Her tod, and whith 
as great a novice as I then was, F could 
perfeéity diftinguifh fronr the-reception ty 
carefles were'ufed to meet with‘from'wo- 
men, in -the days of'my incapacity for any 
thing but inriocence towards them. This 
however did nor ‘give‘ttie the leaft glimpfe 
of hope. J] conftrued it no other than a 
. mark of fuperior civility, ot goodnature, 

being too much prepoffeft with bug-bears,and 
invincible obftacles, in the charaéter of this 
lady, to think of any defigns upori Her: me 
Tfay, to whom, oncd sore, every’ airy- 
maid, in virtue of her fex, ‘was now as 
good -as a dutchefs, and the woman the 
eafiefh to be come at; the woman for me; 
at that time. _ 

‘Mrs. Rivets had, ewe: in hef perfon, 
‘wherewith to juitify the liking of arty, even 
more delicate than the nature of my wants 
| fuffered me to be. She was about twer- 
‘ty-three, and had not ‘been married 
above eight months, to a huthand’ who’ had 

; done 
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done her more juftice than himfelf; and 
- to.whom fhe had probably been more fpa- 
ring of le&tures of moderatjon, than of her . 
readinefs to oblige bim at, his own expence. , 
He had been.at Bath fon the, recovery of his 
fhattered. health, but ix} vain, through the ig- 
Norance or negle@ of his phyficians, who had 
omitted the moft material prefcription, that 
of leaving his wife behind him. It was even 
whilpered, with how much juftice I do. 
not pretend to decide, amongft the dealers . 
in fecret anecdotes, thata fit of thejaundice 
he took ata young officer’s affiduities,which , 
_ fhe bad not enough difcouraged, -had giving 
_ him the finifhing blow. Be that as it may, 
he died. quietly, out of the way, and Mrs,. 
Rivers, whether. out of gratitude fos fo 
much kindnefé, or fram a. perfuafion that 
her grief, and her weeds became her, had 
_ very oftentatioufly prolonged the ufual 
term of both... | 
As. to her perfan, the preferved yet all: | 
the graces, all the bloom. of the firlt {pring 
of youth. Her complexion. was of that deli- 
cate, fmooth, glofly, brown, which one @: 
not only fatished with fceing. Her eyes. 
amidft all their langeur, betrayed certain 
E 4 Sparkles. 
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fparkles of fire,of no bad omen to thofe whonr 
it fhould concerti. Then fhe joined to all’ 
the difpofitions I could have wifhed, andi — 
was then far from: prefuming, all the experi- 
ence neceflary to bring things to their 
true and natural coenclufion, without fpin=_ 
ning: them out impertinent lengths. 

After a fhort retreat, fhe came down, 
dreft, and recovered from the fatigue of. 
her journey. Dinner was ferved- in, at. 
which: her eyes pleafed me more than her 
tongue, for fhe talked away unmercifully 
of the good man Heétor, but her looks, 
and what looks! were pretty conftantly 
levelled at -me: Idid not then know that 
women rarely or ever fpeak of the: dead, 
but with an eye to the living. 

I was not however long impofed upon. 
The expreffion fhe threw into her eyes, her: 
- attention to confider me,. a number of litele’ 
diftin€tions, eafily feized by an inclination 
fo. warm as.mine now was towards-the whole 
fex; gave me hints, and thofe hints cre- _ 
ated hopes, readily embraced by my de- 
fires, and cherifhed by my native vanity and 
a 


Compelled: 
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Compelled however by decency, as well. 
as policy, to conceal my new-born preten- 
fions from the obfervation of the company, . 
it. was not however without difficulty that 
I at once conftrained myfelf, and yet kept 
up the dialogue of our eyes, juft enough 
to prove to her, that her advances were. 
not entirely thrown away upon me: And 
here I. ftill ftyle them advances, lefs out of. 
coxcombry than juftice, for I had certainly 
then mot the courage to have made any: 
both on account of my imexperience, and 
my high prepoffeffion of her prudery.. 

After dinner, I very zealoufly took. 
charge and exercifed. the funétions of my. 
aunt’s mafter of ceremonies, with refpect, 
to our new gueft. It is eafy then to ima- 
gine how affectionately I acquitted myfelf. 
of it,, confidering the fentiments fhe had 
infpired me with, and which her conduct 
towards me in private, gave me no room. 
to think, her over difpleafed with, . whillt 
her carriage to me in public, fet ine leffons. 
of difcretion, and referve, which 1 con- 
clided-were neceflary, and conformed ac-- 
cordingly. It was but natural that I fhould 
fuppofe fhe had moft experience: the snufti 

1 5 | have: : 
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have feen fervice : and I was mddeft enough 
to’ take. her for my leader, iy my firft 


‘engagement. 


- ever? 


“All vanity apart, I was at that time 
_ eettainfy not without’ pretenfioris to pleafe. 

Vhad at leafl the mierit,of a fair ruddy edni- 
plexion, fhapely ftdture, promifiig Arength 
of limbs, and all the native attendants of 
’ a'Realthy, untamted youth } I: was at chat: 
nice point im fhort, when imminent’ mar- 
hood brings on effential miatutity for ac- 
tion, without abatirig any thirig of the 
fmooth of youth, or of thofe tendet bleomy: 
gtacés, which endear ‘that age td -thofe wo- 
mien efpecialty who hrave rather’ uaneate than‘ 
€raving appetites. 

Mrs. Rivets; who was fat from infen- 
fible, had been, at leaft as fhe afterward 
told me, détermined in my favour ae firl¥ 
fight : but fhe’ had fil great meaftres to 
keep,arid appéarances to refpect: and the was 
_ reafonably afraid of thé indiferétior of ‘my 
age. But where: are ‘tha objettions ‘that 
love, ora paffion like lové, catitiot triumph 


The few days after “her - firft arrival, 
which had been taken up with the infipid: 
’ ceremo~ 
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ceremonial of neighbours vifits, had the | 
more. harrafled my patience, from my 
_ having conceived the livelieft hopes of fuc-_ 
cefs, from her behaviour to me, in thole 
- intervals of private audience I could fnatch 
from the hurry and importunity of com- 
pany. It was then, that her countenance,, 
which ‘had worn the air of the greateft aufte- 

_ Tityy and referve, vifibly relaxed, and fof- 
tened towards me, fufficiently to encou- 
rage my attacks.. Her looks of parade, 
and her looks of nature, were at Jeaft as. 
different as her drefs, and undrefs; but 
their fhift. was quicker. 

_WMy.aunt, who had been alarmed at my 
particularities to her, which | was not yet. 
snafter, of, art enough,, ta conceal entirely, 
- thought herfelf obl'ged to reprefent to me,. 
the impropriety of my entertaining any 
thoughts of a. ferious engagement with my 
-coufin, as fhe called her; and though her: 
reafons tusned chiefly upon her. fortune: 
being unequal to mine, reafons T fhould. 
have fpurned, had I been: really in love ;: 
they had the more weight with me,. as all. 
- the defires ] had, violent as they were, fii 
. bad-mothing of that paffion in. them.: and 
ay whem 
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when love isout of the queftion, the head, 
‘uninfluenced’ By the heart, is generally 


pretty cool, and numerical. I eafily then: 


tranquillized my aunt, on the ftrengtlr 
which. truth impreffed on my: affurances of 
my having no fuch. thought or intention : 

but fhe was not of a chara@er for me to 
venture any thing more than-a half-confe 
dence to, upon this occafion. As fhe her- 


felf certainly never had the leaf turn 


to gallantry, an idea of that fort probably 
did not prefent itfelf to hes, and it was not 
my play to ftart it. 

_ At eafe then from that quarter, I was. 
determined to pufh my fortune with the 
widow,’ who, on her fide, very happily 
did not do me the honour to throw any 


thing further into her defigns. upon me, _ 


than taking me into the ferviee of her 
pleafure. This was a fympathy of fenti 
ments with mine, extremely fit to abridge 
matters, and bring us poft to that grand. 
conclufion, which neither of us were of. a 
humour to languifh long for. 

My progrefs then was fo-rapid, that after 
a few preliminary obje€tions, in which de- 


" “wency, and an air of refiftance, for the ho- - 
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nour of Having refifted, had a greater fliare- 
* than fincerity, I obtained an affignation, 
but an affignation in form.; and where ? in- 
ler very bed-chamber : where I was not to- 
fuppofe, fhe would admit me merely for: 
the fake- of difplaying- her virtue: a bed- 
chamber is rarely the theatre of it. 

To form then any idea of the raptures E 
fware in, at having brought her to this. 
point, one muft conceive all the enchant-. 
ment, all'the power. of novelty, in the firft 
gratification of the fenfes in their highelb 
and perhaps their nobleft pleafure. Even 
my vanity added ‘to the raptures I preficured 
to myfelf, in fatisfying a curiofity fo natural 
at'my age. Havingtoo little delicacy then 
in my fentiments-towards.this. new object,. 
the reflexion. that I owed: my conqueft as 
much at leaft to her defires, as.to any me-~ 
rit of mine, never once oecured to me3. 
and- fueh. was at that time the intoxication 
of my fenfes, that I. was:near. miftaking, 
for a true paffion,. that coarfer homage 
I’ was about paying to the-whole fex, in the 
perfon of Mrs. Rivers. 

Luuckily too for my purpofe, I: had none 
of oe difficulties to encounter with, in 

coming 
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€oming: at an interview, which fome 


authors in the ferenity of their clofets, or 
by 2 good fire-fide, embarrafs their heroes 


or heroines with, at a great expence of 
javention, and to the no {mall difcomfort: 
of thofe readers who love the laft page. 


of a romanee better ‘than the firft. There 
were no eternal duehas, no under-ground: 
fweats,. no fealade of walls, no ambufh of 
bloody. rivals, or the glitter of fabres in a 
critical inftant, to perplex, or eae 
my fchemes of delight. 


Our plan then was kid with the utmot — 


fimpl city and eafe. “The window of a clo- 
fet to Mrs, Rivers’s bedahamber § cor- 


refponded with a gallery, feparated only 


from that which a.door from my apartment 
epened into, by a balluftrade, eafily over- 
leaped ; after which I had nothing to doy. 
put to lift up the fafh, and ftep in, under: 
favour of the feeret of midnight,. which is. 
the hour at leaft as mach confecrated to af- 
fignations as apparitions... 

Panting then with the anticipation of all 
the blifs in view, and dreffed, like a bride-. 
groom, for this expedition, I repaired to- 
my appointed place, ot the appointed ae 
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E found the window faithfully difpofed for 
my opening, and every thing prepared’ 
both for my reteption, and the privacy. 
of it. 

] was foon then on. the right fide of ic,. 

when after fafthing the fiutter, I: went a 
tiotoé to Mirs. River’s bed-chamber, with 
unequal. paces, between the trepidation of. 
fear and the utperntcy of defire.. Here I 
found her,. fil ap, leaning in an indolent 
attitude on a table, with a book in her 
hand, which fhe threw down, at feeing 
me. 
She was in that fweet difhabite fo much: 
more engaging than the moft declared 
drefé, the fludied negligence of which cofts: 
art {6 shuch,. int its invitation of nature. 
A blufli of furprize and: confafion flufhed. 
into het face, whifft her eyes now fought,. 
now declined, the encounter of mine, and. 
movingly exprefled that tender diffidence 
- with which women feemn fo beg good quar-. 
ter, when on the point of furrendering at. 
Giftretion.. 

I threw myfelf at her feet, and kifing. 
one of her Handy, which fhe abandoned to- 
my aha Lad trot. wordy to oxptets the: 

force: 
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force of what F felt.—So much the better.. 
Women do us admirable juftice, on a fi- 
lence owing to a.diforder that moves them 
at leaft as much as it flatters them. It is 
not eloquence that en fuch oecafions makes 
its court moft fuccefsfully to them. ; 

It was very happy for me then, that the- 
ceremonial of an affignation at that hour. 
and place, miuft naturally be an enemy to- 
the flourifhing of harangues and proteftati- 
ens. I was. fo confounded, and unequal. 
to this. rapturous fcene of a virgin plea- 
fure, that I fhould have faid a thoufand 
impertinences. And Iwas now more im- 
patient to prove, than profefs the force of 
my. defires, Yet finely difpofed: as. 1 was, 
my youth, and. inexperience, threw into. 
my words,. and actions, fuch an aukward. 
bafhfulmefs, fuch a tima diforder, as foon 
made Mrs. Rivers fenfible of my being at 
the firft a&t of.my noviciate.. But this 
was. only a recommendation the. more to. 
her. oe 

My obfervation was indeed too much 
loft in the tumult of my. imagination, and 
the riotous crowd of my ideas, for me to 
give. an. account of her. looks, and deport- 

ment: 
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~ ment towards me, in thefe critical inftants 


I do not doubt but my embarraffment, 
(though pleafingly, in regard to the caufe 
of it) fill however fomewhat embarraffed 
her too. Nature is, neverthelefs, of itfelf 
a wonderful inftru€trefs: One has but to 
abandon onefelf to its impulfes, and there is 
no fear of making any very wide mif- 
takes, 

It is generally faid of women, that the 
' pleafure: procured them by their firft engage- 
ments is the moft lively, and the moft 
delicious: that it makes too the moft lafting 
imprefion. Thence their fidelity, and 
grateful kindnefs to the firft author of its 
acquifition to them. Not fo with men, 
and the young efpecially, Their fiuft in- 
trodu€tion is commonly effectuated in 
fuch a hurry, and diforder of the fenfes, 
that it robs them. of the attention neceflary 
to dwell upon the joys. of their prefent frui-. 
tion: overwhelmed and bewildered they 
enjoy indeed, but it is in a confufion of fen- 
fations which refembles. the delirious. do- 
zings induced: by opium, in which the 
foul is out of itfelf, and awakens when the 


agency is over, as from.a dream, which. 
the: 


90 MEMOIRS of 


the memory fearee preferves the traces of. A, 
juft maturity is the only true age. of con- 
fiftence, and delight. Impetuous youth: 
worries its pleafures too voracioufly, and 
impotent age mumbles them, even to 
palling. | 7 

This night however. fully initiated 
me. And furely no woman was ever 
More qualified by nature, and a reafon- 
able experience, than Mrs. Rivers, to 
form a young novice, even with lefs apt 
difpofitions than myfelf, to this great. 
branch of natural philofophy ; no one ever. 
better underftood the art of dalliances, or 
of keeping longer the defires uP. to theis 
edge. 


_ Herfelf thea agreeably flattered with. the 


notions I doubtlefs gave her reafons for,. - 


of being the firft colle&trefs.of. my tribute of 
manhood, fhe fpared me no marks of: her 
fatisfaction. All the moft engaging. ca- 
. reffes, all the fweet fucceffions of toying, 
and of more folid eflentials,, brought on the- 
break of day upon the fpur, before we 
were aware of having worn out the night.: 


It was now a neceflity for us to feparate “f 


full then of gratitude, full of a paffion,; 
| _ which. 
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which refembled love enough to be mifta- 
ken for it, I took the moft tender leave, 
and returned to my own bed, on which I 
threw miyfelf, and was foon comipofed to 
a reft not unneceffary to me; and I refigned 
myfelf up to it with the delicious calm 
of a conqueror fleeping over his laurels. 

Pretty late in the morning, I waked; . 
and my imagination, now Iefs enflamed, 
I reviewed cooly enough: the operations of 
the night, and was not yet fo ungrateful 
to the pleafures I had reaped, as to think of 
them with regret. Yet methought, they 
had I6ft much of their vivacity: the recur- 
rence of Lydia to my memory, of Lydia ftilk 
. perfedtly adored, ‘and only facrificed for the 
moment to the power and preffure of pre- 
fent objects, dafhed my exultation, and 
vitiated my triamph: but I became too 
foon reconciled to myfelf, by a diftinction 
the more dangerous, in that it was a reab 
ene! ¥-was now clearly fenfible that love 
entered for riothing into my fentiments to- 
wards Mrs. Rivers, and that my heart ftilf 
seferved a fanCtuary facred to Lydia alone, 
on the altar of which burned the pureft in- 
cenfe. Under favour then of this ftale,. 
but 
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commodious fophiftry,I grew more quiet, and 
more hardened to the reproaches I could not 
help, at intervals, making myfelf, when- 
ever the flame of love, ill-fmothered under 
a heap of rubbifh, flathed i in my face, . 
Our paffions are but loofe . cafuitts, 

and what is worfe, our reafon is often too 
bribed over to their fide; in which cafe 
we fall like a client fold by his attorney, 
or a prince murdered by his guards... Thus 
it was pleafant encugh that the more vis- 
tuous,: the more refpectful light I placed 
my paffion in to Lydia, the lefs I conceiv- 
ed myfelf guilty towards her, from my: not 
confounding it with thofe fentiments of 
a coasfer nature, which compofed . the 
foundation of my commerce with Mrs, Ri- 
vers, whom I confidered merely as a wo- 
man; but Lydia, purely as a fuperior being, 
with whofe worfhip, it would have been a 
prophanation to mix ideas of flefh and blood. 
And it was on this. plan of latitude and 
diftinGtion that now the fence was broke, 
my heart foon became a thosoughfare for 
the whole fex. 


As nothing is more exaétly true than- that , 


fatisfied deiires are eafier kept fecret, than 
the: 
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the endeavours to bring them to that iffue, 
-generally fuffer them to be ; my difcretion, 
now well. feconded by Mrs. Rivers’s per- — 
fe&t talent of diffimulation, had no hard 
_ tafk of laying even fufpicion afleep. But 
then her fondnefs, with which fhe in pri- 
vate made herfelf amends for her conftraint 
in company, produced an effet unfavour- 
able to’ the wifhes fhe pretended, and per- 
haps was fincere in. . Mrs. Rivers was, 
it is true, as amiable, as handfome, as ariy 
reafonable- perfon could defire: but, what 
with that exceffive fondne‘s of hers, joined to 
the facility of accefs to her, even in night- 
gown and flippers, what with my own turit 
‘to inconftancy, I foon abated of my firft 
ardours: and grew every day to wait for the 
return of the night with lefs impatience. 
Her charms in fhort, had not power enough 
to keep off that languor of fatiety, which 
generally fteals upon uninterrupted enjoy- 
ments, efpecially when the heart has. no- 
thing to fay to them. : 
Women, on thefe occafions, have a 
quicknefs of fenfe, and refentment, that 
is neither to be: lulled, nor impofed upon: 
and to fay the truth, there are certain teft- 
acts, 
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atts, in the number and mark of which 
there is no trifling with. their penetration. 
At the firft alarm of this.change, and before 
I was well fatisfied in it myfelf, Mrs. Ri- 

vers, with an impolicy too natural to vio- 

lent paffions, firft cleared up the fituation 
of my fentiments to mayfelf, and afterwards 
leflened to me my compunttion at it, -by 

the repetition of complaints more juft than 

wife to gwe vent to. It is only for. love 

to fubfift after enjoyment: but here my 

defires had died of their natural .diftemper, 

a furfeic: and the. querulous tone of expof- 
tulation is certainly. not-the feeret to-recal, 

or revive them.: I pufhed even my injuf- 

‘tice fo far as to find new matter of difgutt, 
in all the paffionate endeavours, which her 

tafte, if nother love, fcr me, engaged her 
to employ toward bringing me back again, 
to the point we had fet out from. Her 

fendernefs. grew at length fo burthenfome 

to me, that I now reforted to my appoint- 

ments with reluétance, fure as' I was. of 

hearing nothing but a love-fick jargon upon 

conftancy ‘eternal, and ‘eternal conftancy. 

Mott women:are in this point like impertinent 

fingers, whom the.trowble isnot fo mech 

to 
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to perfuade them to fing, as when they 
shave once -besun, to get them to have 
done with it. | 

- Yet it was not with impunity, neither, 
I was thus to play faft and loofe with this 
engagement. A conqueft of the impor- 
-tance I had affixed to that of fo fine a wo- 
man as Mrs, Rivers indHputably was, had 
- infpired me with a vanity, which was not 
Jeffened by all the apprehenfions and regret 
- fhe thewed for lofing me. They made me, 
to fay the truth, more vain, but not one 
jot more difpofed to diffipate them. Her 
revenge then, without her defigning ir, 
was fufficiently taken-care of, by her laying 
the foundations for my Commencing the 
coxcomb, the chara&ter I afterwards fo 
- fplendidly confummated. Could I have at 
that feafon made that reflexion, when it 
would have'been of fervice to my correc- 
tion, or cure, I perhaps had not thought 
-her punifhed enough for the follies I was 
indebted to her for, by all the pain my in- 
. fidelity, .or rather eoolnefs could put her to. 
“But I became yet more unjuft, even froma 
_ fenfe of aty injuftice, which having been ri- 
etod ee ber remondrances, appeared {0 cri- 


minal, 
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minal, and cruel even in my own eyes, that 1 
vas halfangry with Mrs, Rivets for being the 


caufe, however paffive and innocent, of 


“my making fo bad a figure-to myfelf: for . 
“Twas not yét quite fo fine a gentleman, © 


as, in affairs of gallantry, to make a jeft of 
ingratitude, OF of not ufing a woman well, 
avho has put it in one’s power to ufe her ill. 

Happily however for my quiet, the 
term was at length at hand, for Mrs. Ri- 
vers to. return home, upon indifpenfible 
obligations. She had protracted it as 
Jong as poffible, but now her going was a 
point decided. The fenfe of this would 
have alone revived my tendernefs; but I 
was befides influenced by the deftre of re- 
pairing the wrongs my indifference had dore 
ber, of foothing at Jeaft her refentment, 
and of expreffing fo much gratitude for her 
favours, as might make her forgive my 
being nothing more than grateful. With 
thefe difpofitions, it was nO great matter 
of violence to me, to reftore to my €om- 
merce with her, the warmth which I had 
been fome time wanting in to it, and which 
i¢ I did not feel myfelf, in the fame degree 


as before, I gave proofs enough of, to re- 
. ingratiate 


) 
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ingratiate me, efpecially whtre pride and 
felf love were fure to welcome the Ueeee 
tion. 

In the inftants of our: P-feparation, perfift- 
ing ftill in the fame plan, I took, fpecial 
care, not to let her perceive, how litde 
expence it was to put me.te, in regrets. 
Whether or np fhe was the dupe of.it, J 
will not venture to fay: I.had reafon to 
believe not;- for fopn after .we heard, 
that fhe had not been a fortnight in town, 
before fhe made the. fortune of a young 
fellow, whofe perfonal merit was his great- 
eft recommendation, . I was then embarked 
in another purfuit, fo that I received the 
news witha moft merite.1ous tranquility, 
and had almoft a mind to infule her with — 
a letter of congratulation, vhi¢h the efcaped 
more through my indolence than. my good- 
nature. This, however, did not raife the 
women in my opinion,.ngF, fink me in my 
own: but I became the more hardened in 
my defigns to deal with them henceforward, 
as if nature had only made them for my 
pleafure: in which general degradation I 
was however ftill far from including my fill 
-worfhiped Lydia, My fentiments for her, 

F though 
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though they defended me fo ill againft 
the irruptions of my conftitutional: warmth, 
ftill fubfifted, as they.had nothing in common 
with thofe I. felt- for- the reft. of her fex: 
and I place here. this illufive abftra@tion 
rather as a mark, than # vindication, of my 
errors: but F was, it feems; predeftinated 
fot ‘to arrive at wifdor, ‘But: Hitees a 
‘eburfe of follies. 

My defcent too: from: that: duvets of 
fentiments only Known to true love, was 
@ truantry the more culpable, in that I lad 


fully tafted the difference. How: could } - 


then renounce, or exchange its: incompara-< 
bly greater charms, for the worthlefs ones 
of male coquetry; of prefer: the diffipas 
tions, the heartlefs joys of even conquefts 
of this fort, to conftancy in @ paffion, of 
which even the pains carry. with them their 
peculiar pleafure, and are never without dig- 
nity and felf:efteem: But he has little 
knowledge ofthe human heart, little ac- 
quaintance with its prodigious inconfiftence, 
who does ‘not at leaft'admit, if he cannot 
d4ccount for thefe tranditions, pues one ex< 
treme ‘to- the other, “ : 


bade re 
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Mrs, Riversitinar was:hardiy ost of my 
Geht, before I beganits think. of filling up 
the vacancy fhe had left,. wh another a- 
mufement: of the fame fert, for.I. now had 
no relifh: for any other, and thought itncither! 
no great compliment'to the fex to: profer 
the chace of. thu: pare, to:any other; How: 
ever: out of all tafe chia stay’ foud: te ai 
feanch:fox:huntern. 

My next purfuic.wes ratlier a-frolic be- 
gun and eaded in'w few days, than’ # feri- 
ous affair. Chance threw it in my way, 
juft in the nickof my-lofs of Mrs: Rivers, 
and. very opportunelp to fill. up the tedions 
intesval. left till we fhowkd fet out for Lon 
don. And: here I am heartily forry that 
the:laws of hiftory, which are the laws of 
truth, donot: permit me to ennoble the 
fabjoR of my adveneare, for the fake of 
- thofe: whole: delicacy’ will be - wounded, 
and their .cariofity ffruck dead, when: they’ 
fhall know the was no mere than one of 
the prettief nyriphs, or minot-goddefies,; of 
the houfhold; in' the whole country. T 
cannot fiadin-my Beart: to ‘Ga!’ her by” her’ 
tree thie of chambermaid, Fhave -been fo 
fice and funfeited ‘with the'old ftory-of matf- 

F 2 ters 
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ters falling in love with mamma’s maid, and 
heroically makirig a match between = 
love and naked virtue. 

. For me, however, to whom at leaft in 
thofe days of finiplicity, and before what 
is fo impudently and falfely called high-life 
had debauched my better natural fenfe, I 
readily preferred” the title of <right-hand- 
fome, to that of right-honaurable, ‘and any 
girl with beauty, wasto me a rank above 
that of a royal-highnefs without it. I was 
not then fool enough, however’ fince a cox- 
comb, to let my pride fet the dice ‘om my: 
pleafure ; 3; nor atn-I clear ta this day, that 
the herald’s office can iffue out charms-as‘it 
- does bearings, or that a fallow. fickly coun- 
tefs’s vifage can fo naturally provoke defire, 
as fatisfy a paultry vanity. So much 
for thofe wha may {nuff at the dignity off 
my conqueft. I promife them, however, 
that if they pity my tafte,. I hace ais 
envy them theirs. 

This girl, whofe name was . Diana, had 
been but a few.days come to her place ;: and 
had already turned all. the heads of oar-men-: 
fervants, infomuch that there wasfome difii- 


culty in keeping any of them fgber, they were. 
| | 1 fo 
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‘1 taken up with celebrating her charms, in 
horns of ottober to her dear, dear health. 
‘In thort, the was the general toaft, from 
the butler.down-to the ftable-helper. : 

“One: af my footmen, Will, whom I had 
been twenty times.on the paint of turning 
away for .his flovenlinefs, by the fudden 
transformation of it into all the finical fpruce- 
nefs and .nicety his condition was capable 
of, gave me occafion,:to’ enquire into: the 
‘Motive .of -it, and finding it was owing 
entirely to his being {mitten with this fair 
difturber of our domeftic peace, I became cu- 
ious to examine her more particularly: for . 
I had juft caft my eyes on her, feen fhe 
-was ,handfame, . and oem no more of . 
-her. - 

She was about nineteen, and sie came 
from a place in a country-boarding fchool, 
-where, by her waiting on the mifles, fhe 
-had juft picked up .crumbs of .education 
enough: to‘ bridle upon, and give: her. an 
air of fuperiority to the Common run of. fer- 
vants in the country. Half a dozen French 
‘words, which the had learned like a parrot, 
two or three toneés,'as BLOW WINTER’S 
‘WIND, and came RosALIND, oH! COME 
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AND se£,which the fing paflably and played 
damentably on a cracked fpinnet, that was 
m@ picce af garnet lumber, fome tags of 
tragedy, out.ofdhe Kans or Essex, and 
‘the whining characters in Catio, and her 
deep reailing at ftalen matches, im theV1R~ 
Tuous ORPHAN, and ForTUNATES 
COUNTRY-MAID, and the like; all thefe 
competed ‘her, among the fubakerns of 
our family, ‘fucka: tranfoendent merit, 
23 provoked ‘their indignation, that fuch an 
accomplithed ‘creature fhould ibe in far- 
vice, And ixteod ther own little head. was 


fo giddied with thiswondersel. elevation; fhe _ 


was fo {port withthe affeftation and wa- 
Jue they infpived ther: wits for ‘herfelf, shat 
had fhe not really been one of the pree- 

tie figures chat can be imagioed, de would 
have been infufferable. Har: drefs too was 
always neat and.olean, unie(fs hea, . on .ex- 
traordinary occafions, fhe miftook ther in- 
tereft fo much, as to take a: little... tawdry 


finery for an addition, and which only . 


ferved to prove, that mo dizefs could 
entirely deftroy the impreffion of her per- 
fon. Then her hands had‘ happily efcaped 
the havock which hard work generally makes 

: with 
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mith thon. Probably fhe had never been 
put to auty. 

The minx’s behaviour however amongft 
her fellow-fervants, whom the ‘kept ata dif- 
tance, ‘with a fcorn aukward. enough, 
and fitter to create ridicule than refpee, 
hail f0-effc€tually awed them, that thete ‘was 
mo talk in the houfe, but of the fools fhe 
mado, and the propofals fhe would not ftoop 
to. This -repusation then of referve, piqued 
My Curiofty, and I was feon determined, 
by An attention to her perfon, and the 
ikking { took to it, to divert away a little 
time with her. 

Upen this refolution I began to take 
fa little more notice of her, and to drap oc> 
caftonally fome marks of my datindioa 
and of my good intentions towards hen, 
which compleatly finifhed her felf- concett. 
The fimple girl it feems imagined that the 
fame airs of prodigious virtue might be play- 
ed with the fame fuceefs on me, as fhe 
paffed them on thofe of her own rank. 1 
tad opened my attack by fome little pre 
fents, which fhe returned me with great 
dignity and {pirit. ‘* She wondered, that - 
“* fe did, what I meant by it. She 

| F4 ‘* hcped 
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“© hoped nothing in her condu& had given 
‘© me any encouragement for bad defigns:— 
‘¢ She knew fhe was indeed.too mean for 
S6 me. to think of her for a wife, and 
“6 fhe was fure fhe was too good to bea 
“¢ miftrefs to the higheft lord in the land. 
$° Tf fhe was poor, fhe was virtuous.’— 
with all this cant ftuff that has fo often 
ruefully taken in many a country booby 
of more fortune than intelle&s. As for 
me, who was out of all danger of being 
led greater lengths than were proper, by a 
paffion that I had not, I cquid with great 
coolnefs project my plan of operations: 
and mafter of myfelf, I was the more likely 
to become her’s upon my own terms. I 
had it is true, thrown my _ handkerchief 
to her, alittle in the fultan-ftyle, and her 
refufal to pick-it up, at my nod, had hurt 
my pride, but I was determined that her’s 
fhould give me my revenge. Convinced 
then that all her dread virtue lay in her va- 
nity, I happily hit on the expedient of making 
that fubfervient to my defigas on her pretty 

Laps 
In this view then, I for a while redoubled 
ny importunity, and feemed to keep lefs 
mea- 
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eftsblified between the two fexes, and 
which, in one fiape or another, fubfifts 
in évety period of lifé, the men are not 
guilty of a little injuftice, in imputing 2s 
acrime to the women that very diffimula- 
tion which they force them to in their own 
defenee. If they love, and are finceré 
eneugh to confefs it, we hold them eheap 
for their- eaftnefS: if they, in favour even 
of our pleafure (ever made more poignant 
by refiftanee) gratify that weaknefs in us 3 
then we abufe them: for their difiimulation: 
we who, in general, fcarcely ever tri- 
unsph over then but by employing it, with 
this. excufe indeed, that fincerity is never 
more fuccefeful than when more praifed 
than practifed on either fide. 

Bent then, on playing all the game upon 
Diana, and fatisfied I had at length brought 
her to-the point I wanted her at, by proper 
progreffions, and that every thing was fine- 
_ ly predifpofed, I made the grand move, 
which foon decided the fate of the match, 
an my favour. 

‘In cone of thofe meetings whieh J had, 
not without affeCtation of great earnefineds, 
bumowsed. ber beleef of my. attsibuting to 
ue F 6 chance 
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chance, when I owed to her own art the. 
giving me the opportunity of it; and when 
fhe was wound up, to expect the difclofure 
of fome folemn important refolution, in 
the ftyle of my not being able to live with- 
out her: I gave her to underftand, in the 
terms of the moft cool, and deliberate ref- 
fpe&t, that I was at length a convert ‘to her 
virtue, —— that I entered perfe@ly into 
the reafons of her referve to me that 
fuch exalted pure innocence fhould never 
be the obje&t of my loofe defires, and 
that I would always be the friend and ad- 
mirer of a modefty I had no longer any 
defigns upon, and of courfe fhould not pefter 
her with any more of them. Poor Diana, 
with all her chaftity at her tail, and totally 
unprepared for ‘this moft reverential decla- 
ration of defiftence, appeared now more dif- 
‘concerted than pleafed,| She was not in 
fhort equal to her furprize at it. Probably 
fhe had not read, or at leaft remembered 
any circumftance like it, in the novels by 
which fhe had formed her fcheme of cruel 
.ty. I would not however give her time 
to faulter out a moft falfe approbation of 
“my new fentiments; but left her to chew 
: : the 
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meafures with myfelf than before, as if 
burried away by the force of my paffion. 
All which only ferved to feed her infolence, 
and proportionally increafe a_refiftance, 
which I could never think of the impudence 
of her aim in, without applauding and con- 
firming myfelf in my defigns to punifh it, 
to my heart’s content. 

My good aunt, who very gravely took 
umbrage at the fhow I made of my defigns 
upon her, was on the point of fending 
her out of the houfe, but I interpofed my 
authority with her fo effectually, that the 
fybmitted to let her ftay, with a reluctance 
I could fearce forgive her, fo much I 
thought myfelf difhonoured by the motive 
of her apprehenfions for me. 

. My declared intentions had now driven 
all competition out of the field, and I faw 
nobody in the houfe who durft. difpute my 
Dulcinea with me. And I did not give my- 
felf amifs the comedy to fee all the airs 
fhe fwelled into, at the ardour I expreffed 
with all the humiliation of a true lover, 
which I the better fupported in the double 
view of pleafure and revenge. The more 
flanie and impatience I threw into my folli- 

Fs. Citations 
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citations, the mare mifs ftiffened and flood 
upon her virtue, sill infinitely more deceived 
by her wither than by any reafon I bad given 
her, her vanity had fcrewed her hopes.up 
to the ridiculous pitch, of forming ferious de- 
figns upon me. Wo wonder then that a 
virtue nq better guarded. than by a vice, 
fhould not be a match for an attack on fo 
- Corrupt a centinel.. And to fay the truth, 


the ruin of women is often begun at home, 
and their fierce exclamations againft the. 


men, for want of fuftice to them, often pro- 
ceed from their not having done it frit te 
. themfelves, and that in more than one 
fenfe. 


Diana, in the courfe of thofe paiiceas 


which fhe indulged me in. by way af. draw- 
ing me in, with the moft theatrical protef- 
tations of a moft inviolable virtue, had pers. 
haps, under the notion ef having infpired 
me with a great deal of love, taken a litele 
hesfelf: and that: littke might not ill fecond 
the effet of the mine I had laid the train to 

blow up her pride with. 
And here I cannot with any degsee of 
¢candour, omit remarking, that in that eter- 
nal wanfare which nature feems to have 
efta- 
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pleafures. which attended it, fo great as tg 
keep down for fume time at leaft, my 
 fihag resmor fe at the guilt, and diforder of 

it. 

. Diana had indeed ‘ic to me in a man- 
ner that, without encreafing my efteem 
for her, had difarmed my refentment for a 
rehftance which my pride had taken off. nce 
at. - I began now to think her too feverely 
punifhed. My. fenfes had been too exqui- 
fitely gratified, for my heart not to take 
charge of their gratitude, fince it could 
not be touched with love. I thought then 
I could not do enough for a young crea 
ture, who having done fo much for me, 
had put it into my power to do nothing 
but what I pleafed for her. 

Even hibertinifm has its laws of honour 
at leaft. And to seafon caly upon human 
refpects, the fedrion of maidens in a 
point fo capital to them, as their cnaftity, 
is a breach of order, and decency alwaye 
eriminal, and always better avoided, thanr 
excufed by tha force “of temptation: but 
it becomes the lowe(t of mean villainy,. 
when the gnc objeR -is facsificed to 
gh a -meple@, and: thrown +o. the 


ground, 


Lad 
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ground, like a fqueezed orange. Cruel re- 
turn] to expofe a young creature to all: the 
confequences of the . world’s contempt, 


which with great injuftice falls lefs on the 


author of the injury than on the more inno- 
cent and the wee party, lee has 


- been the victim of it. ~— °° 


I was then coxcomb enough in all con- 
Gience: but not villain enough not to 
think of repairing, as far:as fuperior cone 
fiderations would allow me, the mifchief I 
had done. | | 

Time preffed.. Our preparations were 
already in forwardnefs to fet out for Lon- 
don, and I knew I could not afk of my 
aunt a favour fhe would fooner grant me, 
than not to take Diana along with her. 
The truth was, the girl’s fondnefs and 
indifcretion had, without my having any 
fhare in the blame, revealed the nature 
of our intimacy to the whole family::. fo 
that I rifqued nothing in making a confi- 
dence to Lady Bellinger, of what fhe knew 
already, had groaned over, and was the 
readier to forgive, from her joy that it waa 


no worfe, at Jeaft in the world’s fenfe of - 


aoe: this. was a confidence. too, which 
before 


~— 
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the cud upon them, with an air of the 
moft triumphant indifference. And in this 
I was not entirely:a comedian, or perhaps 
I had not given fo good an account of my 
undertaking. | 

I waited then a few is to fee the ef- 
fe&t of my ftratagem, witha patience very 
fit to enfure the fuccefs of it, and foon 
found that neglecting is not always the 
worft way of courting. Diana thus de- 
ferted by me, and unprovided with admi- 
rers of comparative weight enough, to think 
of playing the ftale. game of alarming my 
jealoufy with, had no confolation, ne re. 
fource, left for it, but het confcious vir- 
tue, which began to be inwardly the lefs 
dear to her, in proportion of its being the 
lefs in danger from without. The enemy 
was now within, ard her pride treache- 
roufly taking fide witbit, made pretty quick 
work with that violent chaftity of hers. 
Nor was it hard for me to perceive the tra- 
dual change, my ftill civil, but cool beha- 
viour had brought on: the more fhe had 
acted her rigour, the more fiercely fhe had 
difplayed it in the eyes of the whole hcufe, 
now a witnels of my moit decent defeation; 

- 3 the 
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_ the more fhe was fretted to have laid aut: 


fo much in. high beraies to-aneat lof, A 
woman piqued, isa woman fubdued, if a 
man difcerns but hs advantage, and pr6- 


perly improves it. And I now. ftoed upon: 


raafter-ground enotgh for beth. | 
That 1 may. not then expand this at-« 


chievement of fubaktern gallantry, ta asi 
uncon{cionable Jength, I thall pafs over, 


all the little asts. and doublings the emplay~ 
ed: to decay me back, and which only con» 
firmed me in the policy of keeping aloof, 
till: they entangled her in fuch advances, 
as put it paft her power to make an honowrs 
able retreat. 1 nicked. the exaQ isftans 
then, when.a gentle extenfion of my hand 
ferved to pull her in out of her depth, and 
" drowned, in the joys of re-engaging me 
at any rate, all the ¢#ice of that maidea 
modefty fhe had made fuch a fine fufs ax 
bout. . 
- This pride of her's however bad heed 
fuch a fall from tho height fhe had fuck 
herfelf up at, that it could not mifs breaking 
its neck, fo effeCually, as. never to: cet up 
again, at leaft to give me any trouble with 
it. . My triumph was compleat, and ‘the 
Ma ple3- 


fre eg 
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before would have been little lefs than an 
infult, and which, in the turn I took care 
to give it, appeared in the eyes of her pare 
tial tendernefs, a fort of reparation for my 
want of refpect to her, in this irregularity, 
Committed, as it were, under her nofe. ¢ 
I did not then confult her in vain, Charm- 
ed as fhe was that I had confulted her at 
all, the indulgently entered into my de- 
figns, and motives; and accordingly, took 
@ pretext for difcharging Diana, fo very 
remote from the real caufe, and accompa- 
nied ‘with fo much kindnefs and. liberality, 


' that fhe could neither fee the drift of her 


difmiffion, nor obje@ to it. Probably too 
fhe’ had flattered herfelf with an invitation . 


apart from me to go up to London: but 
this I eluded, by defiring her to go to 
her friends firft, where I would fignify my 


intentions to her, and moft affuredly take: 
care of her fortune: of which laft I was ° 
very fincere both in the affurances and ex- 
ecution. But a day or two then, before 
we went for London, fhe repaired to. her 
friends, tranquillized, if not fatishied, about 
our feparation, which I eafily afterwards 
managed, fo as to cure her of any hopes 

. | of 
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of fhostding; at the fite ‘tine. what 1 
provided effectually, .and I muy venture td 
fay generoufly, for her future fuppert, in 


away, that could leave her’ :no Youm ‘to - 


feproach meifer. her rubs, - fo fir as eat 
word implies worldly want, -er diftreh. 
My aunt tea, had enabled me to ‘make 
sher @ very handsome ipsefent at-parting: - 

. Thus J faw myfelf difencumbered, at 
She: expence .of nd amore than ‘a uriere wife 
¥o.fuch a fortune as mine, of fomre Stk 
semorfe, and of .2 few mordl jeflots Kerk 


my aunt, avhich I was too mudh obliged | 


by her goodnefs net to -rective with a @v- 


cality and sefpedt, which made her almolt 


moat focry ahat I had deferved them. Het 
afic&tion far me, was: in: treth her weale 
aels: but mine fer Her was.a virtue, {nee 
ut we a jeft pratitade 1 malt have ‘bewa 
2%. moniter, not be have repaid that parental 
foadneti af hers with, vhich it was act # 
Jesft -for axe. ta ‘and ‘fanit with the exces 
. And aow the long-withed for day arrived 
for our Set-out gor London, where I had 
cpever before deen, but for fuch- fhert 
dpaces of time, and at fach an age, as could 
afford 
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afford me no infight i into what is called thé 
town, and which T was now determined 
er into, and get into the heart of 
tife. 

“‘Ttodk leave then of our rianfion without orie 
finple regret, and from my whole ‘heart left 
the country, to the cattle it may be godd for, 
and to thofe ferene individuals, who withdraw 
from fociety to indulge themfelves in its inno- 
cent joys. I took no poetical adieu of all the 
verdant woods, flow’ry lawns, mofly foun- 
tains, purling ftreams, gliding in fweet 
meanders through sheemamel'd plains they 
are loth to leave; grottos glooming with 
a tender fhade, natural cafcades, and the 
whole train of rural beauties, which make 
fuch a figure in /oft paftorals, and lyric 
defcription, and are fo often fighed for 
_ through affectation, or by thofe who have 
not experienced them, as I had, whom 
they had tired a thoufand times. Nor could 
they make me but confider the country as one 
of the lait places in which I fhould choofe to 
wait the coming of old age upon me, or to 
which I fhould ever facrifice, unlefs the air of 
it was medicinally prefcribed me, in that vene- 
rable feafon when the tumult of the paffions is 

over, 
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over, and experience -has the moft qualified 
one for fociety, the choice of which, never 
to be come at in a country retreat, is fo 
much the charm, and effence of life, - at 
a.time it ftands moft, in need of the re- 
fined and gentle. diffipations of intelle@uyal 
pleafures, 
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BOUT the middie of autemn F 
«made my joyful enery: into’ the 
 preat-metropoks: of our Britifh 
~ dominions, -the | fedfon, wher 
dimt company flocks to towtt out of: irtclina- 
fion, whiet had: mobbed out of it, in come 
pliance with the falliion, of poing pericdicatly: 
to tire one’s felf heartily in the country, or to 
Watch! one afiother uporrparty-motives. ~ 
My firtt: care on‘ my arrival was confd« 
erated'to the memory: of Lydia: : nty. pery 
quifitions:after: whom: ended only. in: new 
mdtter. of vexation at: my wor being: able: 
to trace ont,: either witoy..or, wheerey the: 
ae > Was, 
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was, and of admiration at the fingularity 
of the adventure. The fentiments of me- 
lancholy which this difappointment gave 
_frefh force to, fuggefted to me the idea 
of alleviating it by. all’:the diffipations of a 
town-life, and in purfance thereof, I 
plunged-over bead and ears into all the 
amufements and pleafures which prefented 
themfelves, in crowds, to one of my age, 


‘rank, and- fortune. ~Lydia then ftill reign - 


ed at the bottom of my heart, but the furface 


of my imagination, played upon by number- ~ 


lefs objeéts of fplendor and gaiety, paffively 
took the fhallow volatile impreffion ; whilft 
my youthful warmth gave thofe. follies they 
hurried me into, for the moment, the air, 
and almoft the force, of a paffion. 

. At my firft arrival in London, there had 
been a fort of confultation held besween my 
four. guardians, whether'I fhould dire@ly | 
fet gut on the grand toyr. 

The earl. of T——--, one of them, was 
clearly for my lofimg -no: time, towards 
gaining tbat accomplifhment; which is 
held: as.taking the fisit.degree of a. modern 
fine gentleman. His reafon. and ihis only 
reafon, was,:that the Duke of,————, and 
esas my 


7 
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fay lord fuch an one had fent their fons, 
when they were about my age, on the fame 
errand, for a finifhing. But not a word 
did he alledge of the benefit they had re- 
ceived by it. Mr. Plumby, another of my 
guardians, fided with his lordfhip, adding 
with great gravity and importance, that 
nothing could be more profitable to a young 
man than travelling, which he was qualified to 
affert from his own experience. ‘This in- 
deed was true in fome fenfe, for though 
his travels had been confined to the cocaft 
of Barbary, he had there laid, when clerk 
to a merchant at Tripoly, the foundation 
of his immenfe fortune. 

On the other hand Sir Thomas King- 
‘ward, perhaps as much from contradiction, 
that foul of diffent, as from any thing elfe, 
or becaufe he had not firft propofed it, de- 
clared refolutely againft my going, obferv- 
ing, at leaft with more thew of reafon, that 
travelling to any valuable purpofe, required 
a proper degree of obfervation, on govern- 
ments, manners, men, and things. That 
my age was certainly not the age of judg- 
ment mature enough to attend to, or pe- 
netrate into, points of that importance: and 

G thas 
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that the fuperficial acquifition he few 
brought home by the prétty travelled pen- 
flemen of the age, did not give him very 
favourable irhpreffions of this fafhion, fince 


it ferved to procure to moft of then fio | 


better than the ingraftment of ‘exotic follies, 
and impertinencies, on their native ftuck, 
with which they made an unnatural and-ri+ 


diculous mixture. Sir Paul Plyant, my other, 


guatdian, aecedéd to this ‘opinion, riet from 
his thinking it the beft, but as it happened 
to be the laft delivered. Upon this equal 
divifion, the poi:t was then referred te the 
umpirage of lady Bellinger, who did not 
hefitate a moment in giving her -cafting 
vote for thy fay. I dare fwear- fe would 
not for the world have‘trufted me out of 
her fight, in thofe bloody-minded papift 
countries, of which fhe had, like a true good 
proteftant, more direful apprehenfions, than 
a very exact conception. 

As for my own inclinations, they were 
fu equally ballanced, that I was very much 
obliged to any one who ‘fhould fave me the 
trouble of a decifton, -{o that I chearfully 
| acquiefced in my aunt’s -determination: 
glad to give her a mark, which cof -me fe 

little, 
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Getle, and pleafed her fo much, of my rea- 

adinefs to-comply with her defires. 
Fixed:then for fome time at leaft in Las- 
don, [ took a'firm refolation to lofe as iit- 
tle .of life as poffible. Happely, however, 
amongft all-my follies, I was confitutiendl-. 
dy free from an iteh-of geming, a diftike to 
which I never faw reafon to regret, As] 
was foon known to have a liberal. command 
of eafh, though I was not of age, through 
@my aunt's lavifh fondnefs, and the indul- 
gence of my guardians, the whole sang af 
fharpers had their eye upon.me, from my 
lord Whifkem, down to beau Hedge, whofe 
‘firft rife was a guinea, given him hy miftake 
‘for 2 halfpenny, this reward for thewing -a 
dink:to.a gentleman ‘coming out of the: plap- 
‘houfe. He immediately ventured shis at 
my lord M-—-d-—n’s gambling-thop, with a 
fpirit, which fortune was fo charmed with 
asnot to leave him, till the had niched him 
asta chariot, and thus more properly ins 
troducedkim.to the notice, than rabfed hina 
to: be a-very fuitable companion to our mas 

dern nobility. 

I was foon then confidered 48.4. pigeon 
wery fit and eafy to be plumed, on its firft 
G 2 flight 


fight from the dove-cote. All ‘their bub- 
ble-traps were prefently baited, and fet for 
‘me. But if thefe gentry are not more dan- 
- gereus than they appeared to me, Tt thould 
think the general-outcty . againft. them, - did 
them too much honaur, and that the per- 
_ fons who fell a prey to-them, ‘* well deferved 
their woe.’ For though I certainly then 
anew little, or rather nothing of the world, 
the chariot and bay horfes, and the-embroider- 
_ed {uit, and all.the technical fhow, - fo ne- 
vceflary to carry. on. their trade, -never onge 
4mpofed on me: the rafcal glared. fo-tran{pi- 


.cuoufly through all their falfefinery. Even 


their ‘fmcoth complacency, their eternal 
grin of aflent, and indeed: all their mock- 
courttinels, ‘which tempts: one rather” to 


4pit in their faces, ‘than to be taken. in by | 


them, wore no more the air of genuine gen- 
tility, than a mafk does of a face, and 
could as dificultly be miflaken. It -was 
jn fhort fo impoffible for wretches adtuated 
by principles fo infamous, .and abafing, to 
counterfeit that frank open noble ais,- which 
diftinguithes the true gentleman ; that theig 
aiupes muft be dupes indeed! or a 


y 
. « 


G uarded 


t 
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Guarded then as I’ was by an invincible 
contempt for all gaming, as a moft wretch- 
ed; .taftelefs-deftruction of time, my natu- 
ral penetration had the fairer play. I felt 
I may fay inftin@ively the hollownefs of 
their infiduous approaches, and my pride was 
fo enraged at their remarking the country 
put enough wrote in my face to attempt 
me, that I kept very kttle meafures with. 
my rebuffs, as I fhould have been very. 
forry that they had not perceived I faw into 
them. But if they could defraud me of 
nothing elfe, they did of the pleafure I 
bad fo juft a title to, and had befpoke of 
mortifying them. I had however mifreck- 
ened : Thofe who are capable of their mean- 
nefles, are not extremely tender, or fuc- 


ceptible of confufion. The regret of their 


Prey efcaping them, is all they can feel, 


and even for this baulk they did not want 
their confolation, in the reflection, that 
one fheep’s efcape from bleeding, did not 
abfolutely thin the market. 

-. I might expatiate more in fo fair a field 


for it, but that it, might look too much 


like playing the old faving game of pride, 
the miferable finefle of which confifts in 
G 3 thinking 
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thinking to eompound for thofe follies one 
hzs a warm or weak fide towards, by de 
claiming againft thofe one has naturally 
no delight in. IF have not however nten- 
. tioned my averfion to play here as a merit, 
but as a bappinefe, 

| The whole bent of my melination. then 
Tying towards the pasfuit of women, of 
which # had made an experienge! that gave 
‘them fovereignly the preference of every 
other allurement, I was now only uxile- 
termined as to my choice. Sure of liking 
ail, as ef loving noney finde Lodia bad: ex. 
haufted and @ill engroffed ‘ne Featimonts 
of that paffion, 1 fought no Grdher than the 
fatisfattion of thofe defises.infeparable fram 
one of my age, and eee of ue 
tution. 

Thad been now but a few days in town, 
and had gone through the whole: tedious 
round ‘of vifits of bufihef and ceremony, 
when I was at length left at tibenty to in- 
dulge my own notions of life, from which T 
had. not been reftrained without fome. imipati- 
ence, even for sa and aces? an ine 
cerval, eA a 
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zt 
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- But of all the follies and fopperies of 
high-life nothing had more furprized, or 
fickened me, than that which goes under 
the name of vifiting 5. and indeed can there 
be any thing on earth more ridiculous 
than for women who heartily defpife one 
another, very probably with equal juftice 


en all fides, play over fo often the dull 


Rupid farce of rapping at doors, where 
ene wifhes, and prays for ovine fo hear- 
uly as not to be Jet em. 

Poor Lady Featherweight! could I ever 
remember her diftrefs without laughing, 
if it was not doing her too much honour ~ 
even to unfetele a meufole about her? This . 
moft confummate trifler had one afternoon 
with great importance, ferawled out fiw 
and thirty names of her acquaintance, 
whom the owed vifits to, not one of 
whom but without giving her the leaft trou- 


ble, would have gladly fent her a receipt 


in full for the debt: thus equipped with her 
beadroll, my lady fets out one afternoen 
in her chair ; and had already difpatched 
five and thirty, not one of whom, but had 
to her great joy, refufed her the door. 
The &«x and thirtieth, and the laft to be 

G4 fure, 
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fure, was the plain, untitled Mrs. Wor- 
thy, who with a fortune not more than 
“middling, enjoyed life with eafe and dig- 
nity. Content with acquifitions, whieh 
made her a companion for the eleganteft, 
nobleft, and learnedeft of our fex, fhe 
took care not to corrupt the merit of her 
fuperiority with affeCtation, or female pe- 
dantry. She had withal, friends amongtft 
her own fex, whom fhe really loved, be- 
caufe fhe efteemed them. Eyen the triflers 
of it, fhe tolerated with unaffeGted tender- 
nef, and always made good-natured al- 
Jowances for the mere defeéts of nature, 
or education, Thus fhe never infulted 
the prefent, or wounded the abfent: it 

was at this door then, lady Featherweight 


aa fhe had fo flight an acquaintance. 


with her, that Mrs. Worthy hardly knew 
her name, whilft her own was probably put 
down on that illuftrious lift, only as an ex- 
pletive of the three dozen, ar for the air- 
fake of having it to fay fhe vifited one who 
faw familiarly none but the beft company. 
Mrs. Worthy happened not to be out, and no 
particular orders being lodged at her door, 
it was anfwered to lady Featherweight’s 

‘footman, 
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footman, that Mrs. Worthy was at home. 
As foon as fhe heard it, fhe flounces out 
of her chair, with a muttered ejaculation : 
“ I think fhe is always at home,”’ and was 
fhewn up ftairs,. where after the had hear- 
tily tired poor Mrs. Worthy, with a 
wretched hath of fubje&s, fuch as ribbons, 
marriages, laces, fops, fcandals, balls, 
and routs; fhe run out of her houfe, whip- 
ped into her chair, and came in a hurry to 
my aunt’s, whom fhe difhonoured by an 
exception, that was to faddle her with her 
nonfenfe for the reft of the evening, and 
lamented to her in the moft. pathetic terms, 
the misfortune of meeting with one perfon 
at home, when fhe had with fo much fahhi- 
onable politenefs, laid her. account for a . 
general exclufion. My good: aunt, with 
very little acquaintance with the world, 
and juft plain fenfe enough to difcern the - 
extream folly of this ftreet-errantry, con 
tented herfelf, with obferving to her, that. 
if they were friends or acquaintance worth 
cuhivating, worth in fhort the trouble of 
a vifit, fhe fhould think it a misfortune 
to mifs feeing them. ‘* Oh my dear! fays 
“* ladyFeatherweight, you cannot be in ears 
OP aes G5 “ neft |*’ 


Ww 
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“6 neft !” and then dhe named us, ina bneath, 
fuch a clufter of dutcheflea, and countefles,. 
who had vifited for years,and never fean one: 
another; as when I came to know them 
afterwards, confirmed me heartily im: 
my contempt of a childifhnefs {carge par- 
donable in pretty miffes, that have not out~ 
grown the chriftning of their dolls, But 
to fee the tawdry, frappery, overdreft 
figure of. this fine lady, without one grace 
ef beauty, youth or wit, ¢o interceed for 
her ;. to hear her complain of her misfor~- 
tunes,. and to think at the fame time of. 


the diftrefs fhe muft have put the perfon to. 


_ who was fo mugh out of luck as to be 
/ plagued with her vifit, was fo rich a jeft,. 
that I burft eut a laughing in her face, 


which fhe made me redouble, by verg. 


cordially joining in. it, in.the idea of her 
fuoceeding in her pretty airs, without 
dreaming that the joke was of her perfonal: 
fubfcription. 
Folly dces net amufe, or even employ 
‘ gne’s notice long. The one I. have jut 
mentioned foon grew even beneath my con- 
tempt,: and it is only by way of regret for 
the difappointment, and: lols of time, it 
has 
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has too often eccafjoned me, in.my dealings 
~ with that fex, that Ihave deigned to men- 
tion it at all. 

To return then from this infignificant 
digreffion. As foon as I was at leifure to. 
turn myfelf, I found, that towards carry- 
ing my plan of pleafures effeftually into 
execution, I fhould need a companion and 
- eonfigent of miore experience, and know- 
ledge of the town than myfelf. Such an 
one the difficulty lay not in the finding, : 
but in the choofing.. I had feveral . pretty 
near my age, and animated like myfelf, 
with the prevailing fpirit of our feafon of 
life, the love of pleafure, who offered me 
their fervice. Chance however, more than. 
any judgment, determined me in favour 
ef lord Merville, a young nobleman, juft 
wef age, whofe father was {till living, and 
with whom he lived -in the ftricteft friend- 
fhip, ever attentive to repay his paternal. 
tendernefs with all that filial refpe&, and 
confidence withal, fo infinitely more ho- 
nourable to both, than that fervile fubordi-. 
nation with which fome faihers fo fagaci-- 
oufly purchafe the hatred and diftruft of 
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their children. A conformity of inclination, 
feon drew us into a free communication of 
fentiments, and pleafures. 

Merville had, at an age when mot 
young men are held to begin, the world, 
effentially exhaufted all its variety. Ne 
body knew it better, or was better ac- 
quainted with all its pleafure and all its ri- 
dicules: but bleft with that fort of good- 
nature which never goes without goad fenfe, 
bis tafte for the firft, foan infpired him with 
a neceffary toleration of the Jaft. His-coms 
plaifance always without defign, was indeed 
a kind of conftitutional indolence, which 


would not fuffer him to give himfelf the 


trouble of maintaining his differnt from the 
humours or inclinations of his acquain- 
tance, of which he had, as the natural 
confequence of fuch a character, a great 
number, and few friends, though none 
more deferved them. Yet yielding, as he 
almoft always did to the opinion of others, 
it was never without a graceful dignity that 
he yielded. Did he, which: was. indeed 
rare, give you his advice, it was ever with 
fuch a foothing fweetnefs, fuch a regard 
ne your felf-love,. as freed it from the dif- 

| -Telifh 
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relifh, which ‘generally attends that office, 
eyen in the belt of friends. But if too: 
juft to oppafe a-tendency to weaknefles 
he was himfelf not exempt from ; his no- 
tions of friendfhip, were however too high 
_ not to beftow on thofe he honoured with 
it,the affiftance and benefit of his experience. 
One was fure of his company, :nay his 
guidance, certain lengths, but not a ftep 
beyond fafe, or honeurable ones. Where- 
ever he found any invincible indocibility in 
any of his friends or companions, in points 
effential to the prefervation of character, 
health, or fortune, he canftantly without 
coming. to a .difagreeable rupture; ‘gently 
._ dropt them. His friendfhip in fhort was that 
of a Mentor rather too much mitigated ; bat 
that was more the fault’ of. human nature, 
than-his; he was more for ‘regulating plea- 
fures than rigorotdfly réftraining them: his 
morals were relaxed, but his heart excels 
lent, fure fign that they were not always 
to continue fo. I began then by being 
his companion and afflociate to -his pleafures, 
and, in procefs of time, had the honour of 
oe his friend. 


With 


~~ 
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With too much difcérnment ndt to pee’ - 


netrate the ply of coneombry I was taking, 


and ta know at the fame time the inutility 


ef combating it dise&Sy, he leaned with 


me, in order to bring me back again, and 


in the mean time, gave me all the inftruc- 
tions. and infight I wanéed towards. my a- 
voiding'any grofs miftake in my firft launch: 
fnto life, when the firft Reps are fo decifive. 

It was under ‘his diredtions then, that 


to foften -the. inconveniente of my living, 


as I was obtiged to do, at my aunt’s, and to 


- fecure me from: the necefiity of recurring to 


the mean ‘expedient of appoinwnents at: 
bagnio’s, or hordels, shat Ihired, in a gen- 
tecl, ‘though remote treet; a neat’ finalh 
pleafure-houfe, which was committed to. 
the care of a trufty domeftic well verted 
in fchemes of this fort, and reconamended. 
me ‘by lord Mervile, who vouchfafed to 
direct the furnithing it, in the greatefi fim- 


plicity, but with all the greatedt olegance: 


of tafte: without one fingle article granted 


 t0 fhow,. os denied to the: moft voluptuous 


luxury. In this setreat, fo commodioufiy 
fitted for the reception of nty company, every 


want of nature was refinedly provided for: 
- and 
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and i¢ wag hese we occaltonally relrtad, to 
unbend in Select partion, and to Gnd again 
that lively pleafiuse which always languifh- 
1, died aavay, on deferted: ua, amid the 
magnificence of fretwork eciliogs, hiftory’d 
tapefisies, apd apartments too fpacious for 
pleafuges net to iafe itfelf in; Delicacy of 
manners, peefided-at our entestainments, and. 
gave poignancy to thof:enjoyments, from. 
which it io never..excluded bue to their de- 
trgpent. Ewen aur moft fenfual gratificae 
tions wee thofe of rationat vataries to plea- 
fure, and had. nothing of che grofineh of 
¢avern-bacehanale, or brothelorgics: : com- 
paratively toe. with which I may venture to. 
lay dowa fora maxim, that trae tae not 
only adds to the ploafures of life,’ but nee 
rates the expences ef them. 

My ttle -plezfure-houfe aia ete 
entirely finifhed, ‘and {ettled before I-was en- 
gaged in an adventure of gallantry, with which 
E opened my firft campaignin town. One 
evening that lord Mervile and I were at 
the play together; the bex-deor opened de- 
hind us, and Jet m a lady, who rather drag- 
ged after her, than fhe was led by, a-pale 
pacager, {petire-tike, -young man ef le | 

whom 
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whom fhe very cavalierly fhook off, 2s 
foon.as fhe faw lord Mervile,-and with 
the greateft familiarity came down dnd 
feated  hesfelf: next. to him, -in a place that. 
happened to be empty. ‘‘ Where do you 
keep? — One never fees you — ‘was you 
at the Jatt opera? ~~ have you got your 
fnuff-box ? —d propes, when was you at 
lady Drumly’s & — Did you win. or lofe 2?” 
all this was pronounced ina breath, with 
a volubility of tongue, and a difengage- 
ment of air, which plainly pointed her 
being ufed-to the beft company. .Mervile, 
who, guefied: by.:my looks, my curiofity to 
know who this original could be, .and 
knowing that barely naming her was 
enough to fatisfy it, faid with a bow be- 


tween grave, and carelefs, ‘‘ indeed, mifs . 
‘* Wilmore, I am charmed to. fee you,:. 


‘© you look extremely well.” This was 
an anfwer full to the purpofe of all her quefs 
tions, which fhe had herfelf very probably 
forgot. Prefently after, feing Mervile 
fpeak to me, fhe lolled upon him, and 
afked him loud ‘enough for the galleries to 
have heard her, -who I was. _ He {poke 
folly to her, and told. her my name and 

family. 
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fimily. This was enough; I had now her 
eyes, in full flare, upon me, without the 
leaft concern or confufion at my catching 
them. And prefently, with an air of un- 
conftraint and fuperiority to all that might 
be faid or thought of her, on that occafions 
fhe got between lord Mervile and me, that 
I might not, I fuppofe, lofe my hare 
of the happinefs of fitting next to her. 

What mifs Wilmore had been in her 
early bloom, was hard to fay. I have 
been told fhe was then delicate, and even 
handfome: but fhe was now five and twen- 
ty, and was not at all the firft, and had 
fome remains of the laft. She was. an only 
child. Her father dying when in his fond 
opinion fhe was of age, and fenfe, fuffici- 
ent to take care of her eftate, he left. her 
one large enough to give her pretenfions 
to the firft matches in the kingdom, and 
that entirely at her own difpofal. Hurried 
away by the impetuofity of her paffions, 
and naturally an enemy.to ceremony, fhe 
had not waited for that.of marriage, to: ac- 
quaint herfelf with the moft effential myf- 
teries of it. Having then .fatished her cur 
riofity on that point, and fupported her 

| refolu- 
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refolutions by a great and independent for- 
tune, fhe was- determined that it fhould 
net play her the trick commen enough of 


purchafing her. @ tyrant. As fhe heartily 


defpifed her own: fex, fhe foon kicked off 
its trammels, and declared openly for un 
bounded liberty, in defiance of the tyranny 
of cuftom, ‘and the ufarpation of the men, 
Whom the imterefts of her pleafure only en- 
gaged her to admit as their mitrefs and 
her own, but to whom the éifdained to 
ftoop as a wife. Fixed in thele fentiments, 
fhe braveil the public, which by the way 
fae heartily defpifed, with an’ intrepidity 

and fpiti¢ that might have ‘done her honour 
in'a better'caufe, “That many women are 
| Fakes at their heart may be, and is, believe, 
true. That all are fo, in a fex evidently 
formed for domeitic happinefs, feems more 
a poetical ficence, than a truth warrantable 
From nature or experierice. ' But that not 
one cogld ever gracefully fupport that cha- 
valier, when openly profeft, I believe 


‘will hardly be difputed. Mifs Wilmore at’ 


deat proved no exception to this general 
obfervation. The fint ufe fhe made of 
the fofs of sber reputation, was to turn it 

: to 
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to the account of her tafte for gallantry, 
which fhe now gave full {cope to, without 
excluding however every other pleafure, 
that her inclination Jed her into, aad which 
fhe could eafily gratify with her command 
of fortune, and her fenfe to kve up to it, 
Withont husting it. Throwing then off en- 
tirely the reftzaints of her fex, fhe ‘made 
parties of pieafure with young fellows to 
all public places, and held them play at 
ears, at table, or over a botele, with all 
the freedom of a man: but for thefe liber- 
ties, the only chofe foch companiohs 29 
fhe could either entizely command thei 
comphifance, or wete. too well-bred - to 
eacroagh epon the. familiavity the allowed 
them, begond her own Sounds: fer fhe 
kept up. fome decency even in the midft of 
hey diforders. Ie was chon natural for thofe 
of her ows: fex, whofe conduft and educa- 
tion had ‘taken a different turn, to cor- 
dem, and fulminate a fentence of civil ex- 
commurtication againft her. And this fhe 
neither complained off, nor regarded. - But 
mvhat diverted her, and confirmed: her the 
moft in her {corn of the opinion of women 
in general; was to find that fome of the 

mof 
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moft worthlefs of them, the moft ulcerated 
with every vice, hypocrify not: excluded, 
from under the black cover of the laft, de-- 
claimed the moft fiercely againft her, who. 
had at leaft to plead for herfelf that fhe had: 
one vice, and that one the very worft,: 


lefs than they. Some indeed, equally guilty, — 


but lefs barefae’d,declined her acquaintance, 
out of policy, as the timid herd drives the 
sues deer from amongft them. 

' Her perfon had however fuffered by her 
boundlefs indulgence to all her paffions. Ie 
had robbed her entirely of that grace of 
modefty, and delicacy, which: diftinguifhes 
and imbellifhes female foftnefs. A mafcu- 
line air had taken the place of it, and ap- 
peared as unnatural, though not fo dif 
guftfully fhecking, as effeminacy in a man. 
Her bloom wag already warn off, and. hes 
features enlarged, and grown towards coarfe. 
Yet ftill there was great fire and fpirit 
left inher eyes, and an unaccountable fomer 
thing about ‘her, which engaged, and took 
with one, the more one knew, or. cone 
verfed with her, efpecially in her cooler 
intervals, when her. ipatons gave her na- 
tural fenfe. fair play. | 


Lord 
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- Lord Mervile knew ber, and it was his 

own fault that he had not known her bet- 
-ter: but he had. undertaken her with fach 
ia fecurity of fucceeding, :founded on ber 
-chara&ter, as had alarmed her pride, which 
-would not fuffer ber to be taken thus, as 
sit were, by infule, and put her on the defen- 
five, who probably would otherwife not 
have fcrupled being the aggreffor. As he 
immediately withdrew, and had really. had 
‘no very deep defign upon her, a few, days 
abfence had made her either forget, ‘or for- 
give his attempts, and on feeing him at the 
play fhe treated.bim, as if no fuch mifun- 
derftanding had ever exifted. However, 
avhether I was as anew face welcome to her, 
or had not at leaft any prepoffeftion againt 
me, to get over, as Mervile had; all the 
diftinQions,’ and favours were forme. We 
prefently engaged in a converfation, carried 
on-in breaks, and paufes, fuch as Mervile’s 
cccafionally interpofing, or our looking 
round:the .houfe, naturally bred. For ar- 
tending to the play was fafhionably out of 
the queftion: for my part I was coxcomb 
enough to meet, and encourage, all the 
adyances fhe made me, without the.leaft re- 
| ferve 
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Torve, though 1 was fenfible I was fub- 
feribing a feere to ‘the whole houfe. Met- 
vile frowned, bit his lips, -lifted up his 
‘eyes in vain. 1 looked-en. mifs- Wilmore, 
asa kind of heroine, whofe ‘charaG@er, anid 
temper piqued my curiofity, and -whofe 
perfon had not yet loft all its pretenfions to 
pleafe, or at leaft amufe. As for her poor 
‘aondu€tor, who had the air of a figure 
-of fraw'ftinted in the ftuffing; he was it 
feems: one of thofe infignificant danglers 
‘by trade, whom fhe could take and leave 
‘without confequence, and who was not ab- 
folutely without fome merit, fince he. did 
dimfelf -juftice enough’to pretend to none, 
and humbly contented himfelf-with handing 
the ladies to public places, and held it for 
the greateft honour, if they would let 
him faney a fuit of ribbons for them, or _ 
play with their monkeys, and to fay. the 
truth he looked as if favours of another fort 
would have curfedly embarrafled him. 
-Mifs Wilmore had pickedhimr up, ‘fhe did 
not well-know how herfelf, at an auétton, 
and:he frad continued ever fince occaftonally 
her nroft humble, and -moft innocent fer- 
vant. He’ faw hiowelf then deferted by: her 

as 
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te a thing too mich in courfe, to give us any 
interruption with his very modeft pretene 
fidns, As foon as the: play was,over, mifs 
Witmore fcarce . waited for the tender of 
amy hand, which the feized, I will not fay 
grafped, and I led her with an air of tri- 
umph to her chariot, that diverted more 
than Merville, who, however he laughed at 
fecing me {pirited away in that manner, was 
not without fome concern, purely on my 
account, for the confequences. - 

I had told Mervile loud enough for her 
to hear me, that I would inftantly return, 
and take him up with me, fo that fhe had 
but the time between the play-houfe door 
and her chariot, to fettle the point of an 
invitation to me, to come and fpend the 
evening with her, at her own houfe, the 
next day, which I accepted as readily as 
fhe could defire, in the full determination 
to puth the jeft as far as it would go, As 
for this precipitation on mifs Wilmore’s 
fide, it was fo much in character with her, 
that the wonder would have been, if the 
had-omitted it. 

This great preliminary being thus adjutte 
ed, I went back to. pees who compli- 

mented 
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mented me, with much fnecr, and fome 
malice, on the dignity of my conqueft, 
‘which he obferved, could not but give high 
{mpreffions of my nicety, and diftinGion. 
‘But 'I was not eafily te be bantered, efpe- 
cially out of a folly ‘thatI had unaccount- 
ably enough fet my head upon, As. for 
‘amy heart, I had no reproaches to make td 
at, for any ean of my peace on this oc- 
cafion. 

At the hour pene ne I repaired to 
‘mifs Wilmore’s, and found myfelf not mif- 
taken, in befpeaking a clear ftage, and all 
favour. 7 

I was ‘immediately introduced to her, 
and found her fitting in her drawing-room, | 
in a drefs of defign. But though fhe in- 
{pired me neither love nor refpect; I could 
not help obferving that fhe ftill very well 
deferved my defires. I approached her then 
with that air of triumphant certainty, which 
prefuming victory, not feldom commands 
it: Ihad myfelf too neglected no advan- 
tage that drefscould give-me. After the 
ufual' compliments then, I took poft in 
the chair fet for me, and fpread myfelf 
out, in full difplay of my figure, and all 
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its decorations. Mifs Wilmore, who how- 
ever was really above being pleafed with 
the coxcamb-part of me, was too folid in 
her views not: to forgive that, in favour of 
the tafte the had taken for my perfon. 

The tea equipage was: fet, in order for 
_my reception, which is generally a necef- 
fary part of the ceremonial in an afternoon- 
vifit to women. It ferves like wine amongft 
men, after fupper; to open and engage 
_converfatian, It :was over our tea-cups 
then, that-we came to leading explanations, 
when notwithftanding all: that I had heard, 
all that I believed of her eafinefs, . great 

enough even to fare one the trouble of 
advances, which fhe ufed liberally to take 
upon herfelf, I found. fuch a fear of . hurting 
herfelf in my opinion -by the idea of cheap- 
nefs fhe knew was annexed to her charaéter, 
as threw an air of modefty . and referwe, 
upon, her _feception of my gallantries an 
- air that bore the double merit to me, of dif- 
tinguithing me enough to depart from her 
ufual freedom, and of, letting me fee her 
fincere motives. in it. without pretending 
to place her. Ayn to the account of a 
es oe . 2: virtue 
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virtue, that fhe had not, and which fhe 
"was above affecting. — 

‘At firft indeed, on finding a certain 
‘elufion of my attacks, where I had be- 


{poke even a forwardnefs to’ meet them, I 


"was half piqued, and half difgufted. The 
coying it with me, which I fhould natu- 
‘rally have expe&ted in another woman, ap- 
peared as’ trifling ill-ufage,- if not’ imperti- 
~nence, in one I had been made with rea- 
fof to look on’ as a moft determinate And- 
‘Platonic. I was ‘even inwardly afraid of 
‘the ridicule I fhould incur, in having a 
’ blank« téte a téte ‘with her. I routed a 
“little, Io even drew back, and threw out 
‘hints’ of ‘taking my ‘leave of’ her~for that 
-time, in the hopes of my ‘having another 


“ opportunity ‘with ‘her, when fhe ‘fhould — | 


‘he in a better humour. Mifs Wilmore, 
‘who took’ this, as I really'meant it, fora 
‘Kind of’ tnenace, “anid divided between her 
Fears of “Gifobliging: ‘me too far, and ‘of 
giving me too much reafon to contemn hér 
facility, fuftained, for a while, this ftruggle 
‘between her decency and inclination, when 
‘the’ laftint right of‘ habit, and accuftomed 
fway, prevailed, and determined her in 

| fa~ 
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favour of my ardour. The declaration 
of ther eyes, preceded that of her tongue, 
which was delivered with all the diforder 

" incident to thofe critical occafions. 
ct Well, ‘fays fhe, Sir William, I feel 
' S¢T deferve' your manriet of treating me, 
t too much to’ complain of it. I difdain 
- to hide from’ you that the defires you 
“© exprefs, ate my own wifh. I fhould 
“‘be forry you had not ‘them: ‘the ftep I 
-S6-have taken proves it: all my regret and 
‘ §© confufion is, that they cannot be accom- 
‘panied with your efteem; however, [ 
‘¢ may have hitherto acted, to the difcredie 
. $8 of. this fentiment, which I have too {6- 
© vereign a ‘cohtempt for thé falfities ‘of 
*¢:form, ‘to feign; if I did not féel, and ‘feel 
© it forthe firft time. May you hereafter 
<< do me the juftice to refle@t, that if I have 
“6 furrendered to others on my own terms, 
“st -yield"' myfelf .abfolutely to you, on 
*© yours; that even’ my eafinefs has its 
*“ merit to you, fince you alone could 
‘© change the motives of it, from thofe of 
<< the fenfes, to the more noble ones of 
<¢ the = which now lay’ me low at your 
6s mercy | you-alone” ——— fhe was’ going 
H 2 on, 
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on, in. this ftrain: but though it flattered 
my vanity extremely ; I was too impatiept, 
too complaifant indeed to the confufion I 
faw fhe was in, to prolong it, by giving 
her capitulations.a calm audience. '-I in- 
terrupted her then, I clofed up her: nvouth 
with a kits of energy enough to take her 
breath from her. I had. infenfibly fhifted 
my poft from my chair, to the couch fhe 
fat on, and foon found her too much ‘fub- 


dued, too much in-earneft in her paffion, | 


to trifle Jong with my attempts to. prove 
“gine. Sincere in her defires, fincere in 
her expreffions of them, fhe at length met 
mine with a meltingnefs that -reftored her 
-even to her beauty, and. to. her fex. All 
her mafculine airs were now foftened inte 
tendernefs, The rakith, the bold, the indelicate 
mifs Wilmore difappeared, and in her place 
[held in. my arms a true female with all the 
timidity and modefty of a new- made. bride. 
I could {carce conceive her change, nor 
my own. I bad. I may fay atchieved a vic- 
tory without a refiftance 5 I had enjoyed 
without efteem; yet, fuch was the force 
of my gratitude, fuch the vifible alteration 
that new-born Joye had operated on her, 
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and- which flamped on her careffes an im- © 
ptefion not to be miftaken for that 
of mere fenfuality, that gave a point to my 
happinefs, the keener in uhat I had not ex- 
pected: it, and that my vanity was agreeably 
faaited with. the preference I imagined B 
had: obtained over my predeceflors. I ftaid. 
then till two in the morning with her, in 
which time we. fupped. together, waited 
en only by a faithful confidante; and in the- 
returns of our'privaey, I employed myfelf: 
full efficacioufly in quelling or rather 
drowning her.tender doubts and fears. of 
my inconftayey, but withal in a way that 
would give her reafon to: redouble her: re- 
grets, whenever af fhould - come te be 
verified, © 

| Refpe&s. of accaney: obliging me to 
take my leave of her-for that night,.I did 
i withfuch apparent, and what I-fhould. ne- 


_ver have imagined, witty fiuch-real reluctance, . 


as was, to fay the fruth, but a juft return, 

for all fhe expreffed at our feparation, 

- I got-then into a chair: that had been 

kept in waiting for me,;'and in-my way 

home, I could not ae on what. 

had gee vy 
Hz Toa. 
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To difpofe as I had .done of mifs Wil-.: 
more’s perfon, a circumftance, I had. fo 
much in comoron with marly. others who> 
had preceded me,. was. nothing. Perhaps‘ 
the jufteft matter. to have made trophy : of ; 
would have been, not to have: bad ‘her 3° 
but the idea of being the firft to infpire her 
wit. fentiments of. love,.. ta, fix :her, to: 
few pe: ol ever the town-as my. captive,” 
and t)’d as at were .ta fly triymphal car,, 
carried with. it fomething fo-faothing fo, my- 
vaniis, that I.could not, help giving it a do-, 
minion’ over me. My pleafure too had, 
found its aceount,in hers far, beyond what I: 
had anticipated, which ~I_ take ito, be ioften 
the cafe of. thofe. who,’ engaged with, wo-, 
men of not more than ordinary beaiity,: 
and not having, had . their: .expeQations 
over-taifed, have. been. Jéfs .fubjeGed » tor 
difappointments,: ‘than; ethers: haverlsbreem 
with. thofe 'friking: beauties,- wha: promife 
too, high,; a feaft, ‘fos xeality $0 -amake — 
good. . There. are women: again, who, are 
wife: enough, -either for their own in- 
tereft,, ar, thas - of ,.thear pleafure,, to.dg 
themfelves jufticaon..ithe ,indiBerent ftate 
of their reputation, or the mediocrity 
_ rH of 
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of their perfonal merit,by employing fo much - 
art, and attraCtion, in fupplcment of thefe 
wants, as often to make and maintain the 
conquefts they fnatch out of the hands of 
ungracefulindolent virtue, or infipid beauty. 
The next morning I dreffed and went 
to breakfaft at mifs Wilmore’s, whom I° 
found at her tcilette, and Mervile with: 
her, which I could not obferve without: 
a fentiment that had fomething of jealoufy - 
in it. She received me, at firft, with a: 
certain air of embarafment and confufion, 
which delighted, and informed Mervile 
of the pafs things were at between us, as | 
Clearly 2s if fhe had made him the confi- — 
dence in exprefs terms, But mifs Wil-' 
more foon recovered herfelf, and as fhe 
had taken her refolution concerning me, 
and imagined fhe fhould pleafe me, by 
a facrifice made to my vanity in the avow- - 
al of her fentiments for me, fhe declared . 
me from that inftant her fole favourite, - 
and even defired Mervile not only to take: 
notice of it, but not to thwart, or oppofe 
cher init. Mervile.affured her he was fo 
pleafed with her franknefs, that, fince he was ' 
not to hope for himfelf, he would not be- 
H 4 above - 
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above accepting her confidence, though, 
he added, malicioufly enough, that it was 
an honour be expected, confidering: her 
known difcretion, to fhare with the whole 
.tawn. Andy, in this conje€ture, he did her 
no injuftice, for a long habit of indifference 
to what fhould be thought or faid of her 
conduct, was not to be fuddenly changed, 
efpecially when the ftrength of her paffion 
added its ufual impatience of diffimulation, 
to, her natural difdain of it. 

The alteration withal in mifs Wilmore’ 3 
department; ber now foftened tone, her 
lefs baifterous. vivacity, compared to what 


Mervile had known of her, in her former. 


_ gallantries, neither efcaped his obfervation, 
ner furprize. Himfelf cauld- hardly be- 
lieve fhe was the fame individual woman, 
whp hed fe openly . renounced, all modefty 
as a. weaknefs of her fex,.and feemed now 
ag thoroughly reconciled ta it; as could, be 
coafftent with her open: confeffaon: of . the; 
motives of her converfion. I. received 
then Mervile’s congratulations an it, with 


an aig of cox¢ombry and exaltation, which. 


could net fail of:.giving him: the comedy, 


_ asd which, proved bow ill I deferved the 


‘diffinc- 
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ditin@ion and power now. attributed. to 
me. I Imtle then. knew that women as 
rarely confer theig fayopre upon merit, 
2s-princes of nainifiers,. Then the. event 
foon fhewed hoy ill mifs Wilmore had 
judged, i in giming me the, honour of reclaim- 
ing, and fixing her. Mervile however 
was foon,fo fenfible of her miftake, that 
his concern for.me. was now transferred to 
her,, from, his. thinking her new. adopted 
fentiments. metited another fate than he- 
befpoke. far them, with a certainty that 
did his penetration no difhonour. 

. Mifs Wilmore, whofe eyes. were now 
opened, in virtue of a. paffion fhe had ne- 
ver before experienced, felt, and deeply 
felt, becayfe too late, the hurt fhe bad done 
herfelf, by. the irregularities of her former 
conduét, She now found that that very ef- 
teem. of the world, which fhe had been 
rafh enough. ta, facrifice irretrievably to 
her groffer, pleafures,, was become indifpen-. 
fibly neceflary to procure her the duration, 
of thofe infinitely more valuable ones, the 
pleafures of the heart.: which are neve, 
to be well, nt long enjoyed, where that, 
private cfteem,, -which always follaws that 
of the public, is not of the party. 

H 5 ~ Tn 
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In vain then did fhe change, and fin- 
cerely change, her way of thinking aid 
acting. The fevéreft referve'to all buat! 


myfelf,the difmiffion of her t¥ain of flatterers, 


gallants, or companions ‘of her pleafures, 
and the exacteft adherence to’ the decénicies 


of her fex, ferved indeed to certify; and 


proclaim my triumph, in a manner which 


my vanity was highly’ painpeted ‘with, but! 
which could engage ‘no tetums from: me, '- 


but gratitude;!' and what a’ weak infufficierit’ 
fentiment is gratitude, where love can only 
fatisfy ? and love was neither in my. pow-’ 
er, nor in my inclination. “ The world, ever 
more conftant in its condemnation, than’ 
in its approbation, row took its tevenge 
of mifs Wilmore’s former negle&t, by re- 
fufing its favourable. opinion of her reform, 
and carried even its injuftice fo far as to 
attribute it to defigns upon ine, which 
love might indeed have Aecretly fuggefted, | 
but of which intereft was, I'am ftill Lion 
fuaded, perfectly innocent. 
But none gave her lefs quarter than 
fome of our titled ignobles, who to my 
certain knowledge would have ‘Bladly married 
her, and paffed over every “thing g> in fa~ 
Bee S your 
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vour of her fortune, which was great 
enough to wafh ont, in their eyes, ftains 
ten times deeper than what fhe could ever. 
have contra&ted. This will not however , 
feem incredible in this prodigioufly refined 
age, when, if the hangman’s daughter. 
was but worth money enough, fhe would 
hardly efcape being run away with, by the 
promdef? of our nobility; nor would they 
who know the world, be at all furprized 
to fee in the news-papers the following 
paragraph. ‘* On laft my lord 
‘* was married to mifs Thrift, a young lady 
“< pofleft of every accompliihment that 
“Scan render the marriage-ftate happy, 
°* and a fortune of one hundred thoufand 
** pounds.” It is even fcarce to be que- 
ried, whether the condition of confum- 
mating the nuptials at the foot of her 
father’s fign-poft wou'd be an objection, 
their delicacy would not overleap. 

~ Mifs Wilmore however did me and her- 
felf juftice enough to confider her former 
condu@t, as an eternal bar to an. union, 
which as it could never have entirely 
healed the wounds of her reputation, fo 
it si bave for ever difhonoured mine. 

H 6 Making 
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Making then a merit to me of this fendi- 
ment, fhe woukd often aflure me that the 
would be the firft to defpife. and. .oppafe 


fueh a weaknefs, even. were.1 capable of it, : 


and that all fhe wifhed or aimed at, was 
the poffefion. of my heart, which was the 
lefs likely for her to fucceed in, as it was 


really not in my. own difpofal. Nothing, 


however lefs. would ‘content her in the 
turn fhe had. now taken, and.as ber paffion 


made her extretmely tender, and quick- 


fighted,. fhe foon difeovered that. fhe had 
nto: other held on my inclinations. but gra- 
fitude, which was not much, and my leve 
of pleafure, which was yet lef, fince my 
defires had been fatisfied, and of. courfe 
fatiated. On her fenfe of this invincible 
indifpofition of mine, for her purpefe,. fe 
foon grew referved, melancholy, and 
given up to that tender penfive grief, 
which is fo engaging, in canfideration 
of its motive. She often obligingly com- 
phined to me, that if I had been. the firt 
to teach her the pleafure of pure love, I 
was likewife. the. firft'to make her feel its 
-over-ballance of pains and anxieties: that J 
-had robbed her of. the fweets of liberty, 
without 
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without making her the only amchds for. 
her lofs, that could make the reft-of her life. 
fupportable. 

It was then that J Aine my elf to: 
calm’ her uneafinefs, and: affure her of a 
conftancy I was far from being capable 
of. All my ends of amyfement and pride, 
had been anfwered. Repeated enjoyments. 
had unedged my appetite,. and the notoriety: 
of my conqueft, had left my vanity nothing. 
to feed. on. I fucceeded then as ill as I . 
deferved in my sttempss to quict- her juft, 
alarms; and, lefs to my with than it 
proved for my eafe, fhe bad fpirit enough 
to prevent 2 defertion the forefaw was in- 
evitable, and by that means faved me the 
difagreeable fenfe. of its being my a@, how- 
ever I might be the canfe of it. 

I had for fometime. fals aff both in the 
number aod length of my viftts, webich.in 
all commerce. of this. kind, ~ paffes for a 
fickly fymptom, ‘that ever threatens in apt 
proaching diffolutien. Yet her expoftula~ 
_ tions were geatle, tender, and even friendly : 
thofe in fhort of a woman who: wifely | 
avoidsgiving, ber gallant the éxcufe. of paty 
fion and ill temper for.‘ his: leaving. heré 
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Softened then by her fubmiffive ftyle of 
bearing the wrongsI did her, and which 
was in truth the only method of -managing 
with a.temper fo hot and impatient as 
mine then was, I had exhaufted the wh-le 
chapter of excufes for my vifible negligence, 
and the indifference which grew upon me 
towards her, even againft my will: fo true 
it is that we cannot difpote of our defires 
as we pleafe. 

> Mifs Wilmore ‘was now fo — nee 
unthinking giddy flirt, whofe wild” fallies 
of whim and gallantry, had expofed . her to 
the cenfure indifferently..of the really vir- 
tuous, as well as of thofe who had not: 
the tenth part.of her merit; on ftating. a 
fair baliance of her good and bad qualities. 
She was now’recovered to reafon and re- 
fie&tion, from which fhe foon difcovered 
the neceffity- of giving me up,:and her 
bearance of my neglect was at-an end, on 
her being well-affured that I had: com- 
rienced a new engagement. She took 
then, aid what was more, fhe inflexibly 
_ kept, a refolution few women but herfelf 
would have been capable of, who had 
ea life fo much at large: as the‘had done.. 


After _ 
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After. ondering ‘with the greateft expe+ 
dition aud, fedrecy .all the neceflary difpo- 
fuloray :when overs: thing was ready, the’ 
ftruck the: blow: fhehad fo frm!y determined; ’ 
fhe fent then for dord-Mervile to defire to fee 
him at her houfe, ‘and on his obeying her 
intimation, fhe acquainted him with the’ 
motive for it in the. following, terms, as near’ 
as: be could. apaarmase dn, his relation of 
them to me.i3 45 20!! pig 
- $5 The: eres I haeuae to make’ 
“to you, my. lord, a9:you are Sir Wil. 
“¢ liam’s friend, and I fatter myfelf, everr 
“:mine, ‘L-own I have .not the courage 
© to fupport ta-his face,! fachis. the un-’ 
* fortunate; afcendaat: L. have given him 
‘over mae :: you will then, Iam perfuaded 
©‘ forgive me :the liberty I take with.. you,’ 
“°in defiring: you. would. communicate to 
6° Sir William thé fentiment which I prefer’ 
“ trifting.to your doing juftice.to, rather 
than td a-détterin heroics, .that old: and 
% trite expedieht of deferted and forlorn 
© miftreffes....Confcious that: I muft-not 
“‘ hope, what I could not: deferve, the 
engrotting wer ieee ‘attachment, I 
oo i we) )©6S ary 
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‘$ any however: too proud to: “fatiefy myfelf 
‘* with adivided. hearst, to: -have:. the. love’ 
“* only onuny fide:. ar being nv mwre than the: 


“© objedt-of his tranfsent aniufeméne, » Yet! 
* my obligations to ‘Sir Willians. ane. far: 
“6 fuperior te. any reafons.of complaint: 
‘¢ apainft’ him. My paffion for: . him. has. 
“+ recovered me out of a career of licentiouf. 
* nefs and felly,. into the: paths..of:virtue,: 
©* too late indeed for the retrieval .of: my. 
*S fame, which: the tyranay. of cuftom ren- 
‘S ders. impoffible to thofe of our fex-un- 
“ happy eneugh to lofe it, beforethey know 
¢ the value of it. . You will pleafe then.to 
<5 tell him: that [ teave him with negret, 
** with regret I abandon. him to the plea- 
“ fures and diffipations of life; of which 
‘* himfelf. was the inftrument im the hand’ 
“*: of love to fhow me the emptinefs and vani= 
“ty.” Itis nothing. for him te. ledve: me, 
**, who doss:not, nor probably ever did; love 
«“ me; but.I who at this: infiant leave hinr 
“ with unbated' tenderne({s leave him, tho” 
“$ to regret ham: whilft I live... I neither 
“ hope, nor. with he fhould even remem- 
‘‘ became: and all: [ earneftly beg of his, 
$,is not to ftir a ftep either to his difquiet, 
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°€ or ny own, which laft would be gréatly 
“* the cafe, if he fhould feek to interrupt 
‘© my plan. of a lafting feparation, which 
‘ST am unalterably determined upon, and 
‘** now refolutely take my laft adieu.” 

With this the flung into her clofet, with- 
out waiting for his anfwer, and fhut the 
door after her. Mervile made hafte to ac- 
quaint me with this new turn, and came 
ta my apartment, but I was that very 
morning gone to Richmond, on a party 
of pleafure, which mifs Wilmore knew 
of; and had made her ufe of that opportu- 
nity: fo that I could know nothing .of my: 
doom till the next.day. As. foon as Mer-: 
vile had delivered me.thie meffage of dif- 
miffion, I found my pride at leaft piqued, : 
and I was half tempted to confider it as 
one of thofe common fineffes ufed by wo- 
maen to-alarm their lovers to their'duty, by’ 
their fear of lofing them. Buyt on a reflece 
tion upon’ the folidity.I had obferved mifs: 
Wilmore had lately taken. fo fenfibly a: 
turn to, I began to apprehend the reality : 
].fay apprebend, ..for now. the pleafure I 
fhould: have found in a peaceable riddance, ' 
was outweighed by the reproaches I made 

- te 
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to myfelf for deferving this defertion, and 


the wound it gave my vanity, to. think 
it was fhe that -had thus. got. the ftart 
of,me. In the firft flutter then of this 
novelty, I took Mervile .with me, and 
drove directly to mifs Wilmore’s, where 
I found the houfe fhut up, with only a por- 
ter to anfwer, . that. his lady had fet 


off at five that. morning in a. poft-chaife 


of ‘her own, attended with her confidant, 
but that he could not poffibly tell, as he 
did not know, what road fhe had taken. 

I ftared at firft, and feemed <a little fret- 
ted at this cavalier treatment.of . my fugitive 
miftrefs, which I looked on ‘in that light 
which a prince woald:on a conquer’d pro- 


vince fhaking off ‘his dominion, ‘and in the: 


heat of my paffion expreft myfelf according- 
ly. -But Mervile, who knew that I was not 
only treated as I-deferved, but happier than 


‘wife, in the painful. fcenes fhe had thus | 
generoufly .fpared :me, . foon' by  half-. 


humouring half.Jaughing at. my refentment 
reconciled me to myfelf, which was what 
I had more to .wifh for; than even a recon- 
ciliatidn..with.my. loft. miftrefe. My vanity 
too,;, which. wag at hottom the greatedft 

caufe 
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caufe of’ my concern, kindly poured its 
balm into the wounds it had made. I be-: 
gan’ now to pride myfelf on having infpired 
fo refpedtable .a paffion, and to ‘think it: 
pleafant ‘enough that mifs Wilmore ‘fhould : 
thus turn ‘the tables upon me, and leave ° 
me the poor diftreft Thefeus on the fhore, 
to lament the flight of my Ariadne. | 

A few days after, -I received .a dry and. 
long . letter. from her, in. which fhe ac-. 
quainted me with her going to the fouth 
of. France,'-where fhe propofed weaning - 
hesfelf from a paffion, the misfortune of 
which fhe did not fo much impute to me,” 
as itov-ber forrier mifconduct,. . anu giving: 
meod full -acquittal of all demands: ir point: 
of love, : fhe only begzed me to. maintain: 
a friendfhip for‘her, and even not to deny: 
ber my efteem, .if the fhould fuccéed in’ 
her:fir refolation:to defervye ij. G6 Te! 

+ Ehiewaasaitreaty, I réadity came into,’ 
and anfwered her. ini terms. wWhich;: with-’ 
out ' flattering: her with a reingagement,’ 
contained every thing that could fatisfy' 
her pridt,iiot any : gratitude. |Add’ as in 
this J was perfectly fincere, 1 fucceeded: to! 
my. wifh,+:anid sad U the stare:! good. -forturie! 

id of 
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of keeping the friend, where I lof the 
miftrefs. 

‘Mis Wilmore im a. thort a TEs 
turned to her country-feat,..and ‘from 
thence. tae London, where I faw her after- - 
wards on the foot of the moft pure friend- 
fhip. She opened her houfe to all who 
had merit to recommend them;. and had 
fdon the pleafure to find, that as dificult 
as the warld’ generally is, in parting: with 
its prejudices, they lofe greatly of their 
force, if they are not often entirely de- 
flroyed, by the power of time, and. that: 
courfe of conduct fteadily perfued,whichaims: 
more at Ueferving than exprefling.a defiresof- 
ite geod: opinian. “By refpe@ing then here. 
fqlf, fhe: brought by degrees: all thofe. te. 
refpect. her, whofe refpest. was wort the. 
careing, for. Ag for the; farmal .triflers of 
her own fex, «who: held: outi-againdt “the: 
demontftrations; of that  orden:and.decedty 
which ndw breatied ia ai‘her fteps,. fhe: 
cenfidered their eftrangement towards her, 
as fo much gained upon the enemy. - Dif< 
daining to juftify. follies fe had , fincerely: 
renousiced,; fhe obferved :that at; leaft they! 
had ‘procured: her a riddance ‘from.3. mum 

ber 
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ber of frivolous acquaintance, which would 
_-bave been a dead tax upon her time, and 
_ patienoe.—That fhe would pot indeed re- 
‘commend . the..expedient .to practice, be- 
caufe over-ballanced- by fuperios confide- 
rations; but that .if the forfeiture of repu- 
tation was to be. attended with no worfe 
confequences than ,getting-rid of the com- 
mon nun..of female’ vilitants, -many might 
be tempted to try the experiment: perhaps 
. $00. with iefs real canvenjence than fome 
women marry improperly, purely to deli- 

ver themfelves frem the abfeflion of difagree- 
able relations. — be 
Here. fetting down mila Wilmore, -proha- 
bly with a better..grace. than I had ‘taken 
her up, .I return tp. the engagement I had 
commenced, when .on the umbrage of 
it, fhe had fo fpiritedly difmifled me. . 
This new acquaintance too bad been 
purely the effect of chance... J. had left 
Jord Mervile at a gentleman’s ,houfe a few 
miles from London, ..and: was returning 
to town alone in a landau and fix, about 
eleven in the morning; which overtaking 
a chariot that was proceeding the fame 
way, Ieifurely before us, run againit it, 
and 


% 
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"and catried off one of the wheels’ clear 
from the -axle-tree,“ upon’ which the cha- 
-ziot-now fotteted th fufpence.~ On feeing 
~ this, “and hearing’ “the ‘fcream - of ‘female 
--yoices, 2 fpratig dut-vof-the coach; - and 
--with ‘the help of! the fervants’edfily 'difen- 
gaged the ‘two ladies,’' who ‘were in 
-.the difabled ‘conveyance, and''~who "had 
1 happily: fuffered’ nothing" more“ thatt: the 
e fright: Ae ee Eis AID ee BEES eh | 
<1: Agit wasthen impoflible for them to pet 
~onin their chariot, the'roads bad, ‘and the 
-diftance from town about’ two miles; they 
did not hefitate at accepting: my invitation 
- ff mny Conveyantes” After hail ‘thadé them . 
tall the dpblogicd ant! tepdration ‘they: could 
Lwith, for.thé eareleffiefs ‘of nly -diivers, 
“which had been the dccafion of this accident, 
I handed them ‘in and ‘feated' them, and 
then gave the céachman orders to drive us 
te their hbufes 7 5 4-FY 
* Yn! the: méait ‘time, they were’ “both 
wtiufled bp in‘their'capuchins and hats,’ ‘that 
‘there was fearce any ‘pronouncing upon the 
merit of their perfons, till on their being a 
little recompofed, they took off their hats, 
and letting down their cowls, thewed me 
their 
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their faces in full view, the one of which 
marked fifty, at leaft, and the other about 
eighteen. 

I had already learned the name of theeldeft, 
which was lady Oldborough, now a widow 
for the fifth time. Her laf hufband, fir 
Thomas Oldborough, wasa young baronet, 
without a foot of eftate, but himfelf a very 
handfome perfon. ' This: lady, whofe weak- 
nef it feems was ‘te be tod mich -poverned 
by her eyes, ‘had, ‘in the’ ful? dee 6f reafon, 
and in her forty-fifth year, martied him, made 
his fortune, ‘and ruined Kis conftitution ; 
which ruin fhe was not fo happy 4s to have 
it be dire€tly her work. |The’ truth- is, He 
‘could not refit tlre onl¥‘attra@ion the: was 
‘miftrefs of, ‘which’ was,’ her- fortutie,- and 
“that a very confiderable’ oné, “as: the’ was 
lady-dowager of all-the pillage of her four 
preceding hufbands; by: none‘of‘which' ‘the 
had any chid- alive: ~ But- this’ fortune “be- 
‘came, riot-without h fort offfuftice, due to-fo 
mean ‘a motive, “the int (nating inftrument of 
his deftruétion. “For foon breaking all mea- 
fures of common decency with ‘a wife he 
had only wedded: in:th: way to pleafures he 
could: not come at without her money ; he 

launched 


launched into every branch of them which that 
-could procure him. And as if to make 
amends for his former ftint, he new aban- 
dened himfe]f, te {uch riotous exceffes of all 
forts; he drovewith fuch fury, that his con- 
fitution failed under him, before it -could 
carry him half way through his fortune; 
aenio-amours, tavern-vigils, the -momea- 
tasy racks of ill fortune at play, in fhort the 
whole taftelefs defpicable round of the joys of - 
the town, in which fo many young fellows 
,of good eftate fo lamentably confume cha- 
-yaéter, health and fortune, had all contri- 
buted to tear him to pieces. Drained then, 
onfpmptive,. and exhaufted, he died, be- 
fore be was. thirty): a .very’ old man, : that 
is to fay,: as to his favoyrite ends of living. 
‘Thus ’mose properly . than fhe the dupe 
of. this. match, which had brought him 
thefe fatal acquifitions, he. was forced, no 
doubt. to. his great vexation, to leave the 
‘old.-woman ,as..he called her, behind him, 
-whom he had..often, with great. exulta- 
tion and certainty, befpoke the joy of bu- 
rying ;and who, upon the arrival of the con- 
trary.event, for known caufes,. conceiving, 
that her -affli€tion would be treated as a 
farce, 
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farce, very prudently declined ating it, 
contenting herfelf with obferving the ufual 
forms, which the world lef forgives a fai- 
lure in, than in the real grief, of which 
they are however no: more than the expref- 
fion, and at the beft an apocryphal one. 

Lady Oldborough, relieved by this rid- 
dance, and grewn wifer by experience, de- 
termined againft putting herfelf again in 
the power of marriage-tyranny, or embark- 
ing, at leaft with young fellows, on {0 
crazy a bottom as their gratitude or difcre- 
tion: yet her tafte for them hindered her 
from abfolutely renouncing them. How 
to come at them, then, upon terms of fafetyy 
was the queftion: and we fhall foon fee 
what meafures fhe fell upon for the attain- 
ment of her ends. 

Her glafs had not it feems refle@ed in 
vain toher, her faded fallow complexion, the 
retreat of her eyes inwards, and the funereal 
‘ftamp Of the crow’s foot on Meir corners. 
Rare and incredible as it may feem, though 
a woman, fhe had not been blind to this 
decline of her charms: confcious then. of 
what fhe had fuffered by the ufual depredati- 
ens of time,fhe confulted her greateft intereft 

and 
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and a&ed like a wife minifter, who feels 
himfelf going out of power, and finding it 
jmpoffible to hold it in his own perfon, 
fubftitutes a favourite, of whom he can 
difpofe, and thus at leaft make the beft 
profit of a lofing game. a 

In this view then, fhe had attached to 
her, by all the tyes fhe could think of, - 
this: companion of her’s in the chariot, 
 mife Agnes, a young woman, without 
either friends or fortune, but to whom 
nature had made fome amends in the trea- 
fares of-her pérfon. In truth it was hardly 
poflible to fifh out 4 finer figure, for her 
purpofe, oF ‘ndeed a more tractable difpo- 
ition. She was, in fhort, in point of un- 
desftanding, little better than a beautiful 
pantin, of wh:ch lady Oldborough directed 
the motions, and plaid the wires as belt 
- fuited ‘her views of inteseft or pleafure: but 
this game fhe managed with too much 
art and fedfecy for me to difcover, before 
time and events betrayed it to me. 

On my firft fight of Agnes, I could 
not help paying her the admiration which 
fo great a beauty naturally exaéted. No- 
thing:could be more engaging than -her face, 

no- 
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Sothing more corre than her fhape, and 
all together compofed a dyftem of attrac- 
tion, more powerful and more naturally 
accounted for, than any in all Sir Ifaac 
Newton’s works. It was not that I felt 
that fort of emotion which was referved for 
Lydia alone to infpire me, but I felt that 
quick and fenfible defire, which {ets all 
the powers of the mind in action to obtain 
its f{atisfagtion, and which made -me, or 
that inflant, conceive and form defigns of 
pleafure upon her. 

Upon this plan, as I did not then know 
the infide of the cards, it was but ordinary 
policy for me to imagine, that being over 
particular to the young lady would be a 
falfe move, which might prove the lofs.of my 
game. I turned therefore all my court towards 
lady Gldborough, who, I could not efcape 
obferving, eyed me with an attention, and 
a certain expreffion in her looks, which 
was not that of diflike. I had then on.the 
fide.of.my intentions, that fecurity of plea- 
fing, which rarely fails of invefting one with 
the power of it. I threw confequently 
into my addreffes to her, all thafe  eafy 
graces of affurances, which are {0 irrefifti- 

I2 ble 
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dle to moft women, that they often require 
no other merit to fucceed with them: and 
I was neither ignorant nor negiecttal of my 
‘advantages. 

By the time I was arrived at lady Old- 
dorough’s houfe, I had eafily made my party 
fo gocd with her, that I could not get 
away, till I had pafled a promife of coming 
the next day in the afternoon, a promife 
which my eyes confirmed to Agnes witha 
clear declaration of the compliment being 
paid to her; this the received with fuch an 
equivocal, and no-meaning countenance, 
that nothing but. the charms of her face 
could have hindered ‘me from throwing 
up my pretenfions from that inftant. 

Punétual then, through inclination to 
my engagements, I went to lady Oldbo- 
rough’s, about the beginning of the even- 
‘ing, where I found her, with Agnes, both 
drefled to receive company,in a drawing-room 


crouded with vificants, to fome of whom — 


J was perfonally known: and all were 
prepared to fee me there, from the account 
they had of the accident which had bred 
eur acquaintance. - 


My 
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. My own concern had made me tolerably 
clear-fighted, fo that I foon difcovered, 
that moft of the men were drawn thither - 
by the pleafure of feeing, and by their 
defigns upon, Agnes: a circumftance which 
at the fame time, that it anfwered lady 
Oldborough’s purpofe, informed me, very 
difagreeably, that I fhould have the com- 
petition of rivals to encounter with, be- 
fides the oppofition I befpoke from lady 
Oldborough herfelf. Nothing however 
could be lefs rigorous, or fevere, than the 
order of her houfe. She had ereéted it 
into an academy of gallantry, where none 
were more welcome than the gay, the 
young, and the handfome; a difpofition 
very prudentially kept up by the miftrefs 
of it, in the view of her coming in oc- 
.cafionally for a fhare of what was going. 
_. Agnes however fhone with fuch fuperior 
beauty, that fhe was inconteftably the firft 
figure of the drama, and lady Oldborough, 
-whofe pride was fubordinate to her more 
material pleafure, was fo far from jealous 
of the pre-eminence, that fhe fecmed even 
not without affectation, to fet her up in 
the fist place, and to accept the ‘homage 
: I3 paid: 
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_ paid her, asa favour done to Herfelf: het 
motives for which were of fo new and ex- 
traordinary a nature, fuch a refinement of 
art, that they were not readily to be fufpec- 
ted, and her condaét in it had the merit 
of a delicate felf denial, whil it aimed 
entirely at the groffeft felf.pratification. 

- Nothing could be more tender, more 
carefling, more attaching than ‘the recep~ 
tion [ met with. All the Ronours of the 
afferibly were paid to: me, in quality of 
the greateft ftranger, atid of one, it was 
already evident, lady Oldborough made 
a point of enpaging in Her fociety, to 
which Agnes, who had her cue, contribu- 
ted: all the very little art the knew how 
to ufe, in aid of her patronets’ S inten- 
tions. 

As my firft vifit was too purely an au- 
dience of ceremony to afford me an oppor- 
portunity of proceeding upon my bufinefs, 

‘I made no particular addrefs either to lady 
‘Oldborough, or Agnes. This laft, fet'out for 
_ fhow, like a romith chapel, fat, with ail 
‘che calm and tranquility of one of ‘heir 
‘images, receiving the worfhip of her idoh- 
a; and a jeft, -or a word from her was 

as 
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as great a miracle. Nothing in fhort was 
ever handfomer or ftupider. But even 
this laft confideration fortified my defires 
of enjoying fo great a beauty, as I knew 
it would coft me the lefs pain or regret, 
to leave her afterwards. Thefe ideas thus 
affociated, fufficiently pointed out the na- 
ture of my new paffion. | 
Ie is needlefs here to infift diftin@ly on 
the particulars of a converfation, which 
turned upon general fubje€&ts. Who is 
there of the leaft rank, or fortune, 
who has been happy enough to efcape the 
repeated martyrdom of thofe mixed con- 
ventions in which town fcandal, charac- 
ters of players, comparifons of dancers, 
criticifms upon operas, without the leaft tafte 
for mufic, the mercilefs fatires of dunces upon 
dunces, the control of fafhions, the hank- 
words of the day any how brought in, form 
the whole frivolous fund of the chit-chat of 
thofe, who are far from fu‘pecting them- 
felves of being low company, on the 
firength of paffing vulgarly for the high- 
eft. 
For my part, I was too glaring a cox- 
comb not to take with one fex, and alarm 
4 the 
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the other. The airs of fufficiency and pe- 
tulance with which I boldly decided upon 
fubje&ts I had neither dived nor dipped into; 
the edge I cut up chara&ters with, as they. 
fell under my diffection, the infolent parade 
with which I difplayed my perfon and 
drefs, all thefe abfurdities, which. fhould 
have rendered me ridiculous and con- 
temptible, were precifely the recommen- 
dations by- which I fucceeded the moft: 
they were the advantages, in virtue of 
which I dazzled and captivated the wo- 
men, and confounded the men, who en- 
vied, whilft they could not conteft with 
me, this. worthlefs preeminence. I was 
then without a competitor, the hero of the 
day. 
_ Lady Oldborough too, did. not a little 
help, by her vifible partiality, to fix my. 
triumph. She caught up all my no-jefts, 
and gave them. the weight they wanted by 
fome emphatic comment, or laugh of ap- 
probation, whilft the pafled by negle€tfully, 
oF even condemned, much better things that 
were faid by others. Agnesherfelf, who fcarce 
took notice of any thing, appeared at leaft to. 
hiften 
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liften to me, and whatever little meaning 
fhewed itfelf in her face, it was that of 
a plain preference of my nonfenfe to that 
of the reft of the company. 

Thus advantageoufly .introduced and 
pofted, I eafily made good my footing, 
and I foon had the fatisfaction of feeing 
myfelf reign without a rival. Thofe who 
had defigns of the fame nature as myftlf 
upon Agnes, finding themfelves totally 
eclipfed by the happy fplendour of my fol- 
lies, and the favour of lady Oldborough, 
mutteringly quitted the field to me, and. 
I experienced no farther obftru€tion from: 
them to the accomplifhment of my projects. 
Some of them, in a fit of defpair, were fo. 
hard driven as to transfer their homage - 
to lady Oldborough herfelf, who was too- 
alert at feizing all advantages, to be over- 
fcrupulous about the manner in which they 
fell ta her: 

It was then that my affiduities at Her 
houfe, of which Agnes, as was: juft, had 
the honour, were prefently divulged, and: 
procured me my. difmiffion from mifs Wil- 
more, who had ‘never once deigned’to come: 


‘to an explanation with me.on the caufe of 
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my inconftancy. She faw it feems, the 
perfonages I had to deal with in another 
light, than my paffion prefented them to 
me. 

Lord Mervile, who had oscafionally 
feen Agnes at public-places, had, on his 
fide, very undefignedly confirmed me in 
the profecution of my defigns upon her, 
by his praifes of her beauty, in raptures, 
which in ftri&t juftice, there was ne re- 
fufing her. But he was perfe@ly a ftran- 
ger to either her, or lady Oldborough’s 
teal character. And I-had made no ad- 
vances towards introducing him, for a 
very obvious reafon. He had too much 
‘merit for me not tq fear him as a rival, 
and I had defires too near refembling the 
paffion of love not to carry a little of the 
hue of jealoufy with them: fo that I pre- 
ferred fuffering from the want of his 
advice, to the danger I apprehended from 
his competition, fhould I put him isto a 
condition of giving it me, with knowledge 
of the fubjedt. Mervile was not infenfible 
of thofe fears, which hurt his friendfhip 
for me the lefs, as the motives of them 


could not be difagreeable to his pride. He 


was 


his 
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was fatisfied too, that in all events, this 
affair would carry me no very ferious 
lengths, without my confulting him, and 
and that at the worft I was no marriage- 
dupe, being, as I had told him, fufficiently 
defended by the pre-engagement of my heart. 
The attra@tions of prefent pleafure, might 
perhaps eafily filence the voice of reafon, 
but there was little likelihood of their 
ftifling the cries of love. 

As for my aunt, whofe fondnefs ftill 
continued in the fame tenour; fince my 
friends found that complaining of my con- 
duct was not the beft way of making therr 
court to her, I was perfectly at eafe from 
all remonftrances from that quarter. I 
even reduced her to the point of refpecting 
the ridiculous fides of my character, by 
the air of fufficiency, and bravade, with 
which I. rather difplayed than expofed 
them; this is a fecret I have often practifed, 


‘with notable fuceefs, on more than her, 


and which, I bequeath, with great libera- 
lity to my brother coxcombs. 
In the mean time, my frequent vifits 


-and intimacy at lady Oldborough’s, were 


‘bringing on upon the fpur the execu- 
| 16 tion 
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tion of her defigns. She had given me all 
the fair. play, all the liberty I could con- 
{cientioufly defire, towards carrying on my 
attacks upon the charming Agnes. I ufed 
even to wonder at the intrepidiey with 
which fhe feemed to deliver her up to me: 


but fhe knew her better than I did, though. . 


fhe prefumed and trufted rather more upon 
that knowledge, than is, generally {peaking, 
very fafe or advifeable. But Agnes was 
only a very diftant relation of her’s, by 
one of her firft hufbands, and now entirely 
saft upon her for her fupport and dependance: 
a circumftance which. lady Oldborough had 
made a merit of not fuppreffing by way of 
caution to me, which was not however’ 
| peffectly difinterefted on her fide.. 

In the courfe then of the familiarity al- 
lowed me, and the opportunities almoft 
induftrioyly thrown in my way, I had 
taken in deep draughts of what is generally. 
called Love, but. had not been abie to in- 
{pire any. Agnes was in truth puarded 
againft me, not only by lady Oldborough?s 
fecret inftryg@ions, but by what is much 
fronger, that conftitutional coldnef&, 
_ which takes {rom amu the merit of jt» 


being 
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being a virtue. I had not even with her 
the chance of finding ‘out. the weak fide 
to.level) my batteries at: ;. for fhe was abfo- 
lutely a piece of fine ftill life without paf- 
fions, by which- to work or be worked 
upon. If fhe repulfed any attempts upon 
her perfon, which her eafinefs invited, and 
which fhe always did firmly and cooly, 
this repulfe was as mechanical, and as 
fure,, as the effets of clock-work, wound 
up to ftrike exaQly at certain determined: 
touches or movements. Pride, honour, 
reafon, had no fhare in her refiftance, 
and the inftant the caufes of it ceafed, fhe 
refumed, as if nothing extraordinary had 
happened, the fame calm unruffled coun- 
tenance, the fame air of indolent apathy, 
which was a thoufand times more puzzling: 
and provoking, than the moft outrageous 
refentment. In vain then did I employ 
the whole artillery of gallantry. My pre- 
fents fhe would not receive, becaufe the 
was told it was not right to receive them. 
And as to all the common-place rhetoric 
I was mafter of, it was juft fo much breath 
expended in. neat wafte, I might as foom 
aase perfuaded one. of the. portsaits of the 
: dlamp- 
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ton- Court beauties, to leap out of it’s 
frame into my arms, by talking to it, as 

compafs my ends with this fair idiot, who 
found perhaps more proteétion in her ftupidi- 
ty, than fhe would have done, in that lively 
perception, which fo ill rewards many of her 


fex, for their trufting to it. Enraged then © 


as I was, not only at the lofs of my advances, 
but at myfelf for letting my defires get 
fo much the head of me, that I ‘could not 
command them off this objeét of adora- 
tion and contempt, I endeavoured with- 
out avail, to play my reafon and my 
pride apgainft my paffion, but the more 
J endeavoured to flounce out of this plunge, 
the fafter I ftuck. Her perfonal charms 
¢ecurring ftrongly to my imagination, re- 
anflamed me fo effe€tually, that I could 
not think of parting from the hopes of 
poffeffing them. I had even try’d the 
txpedient of appeafhg ‘my ardours, by 
fome by-parties of joy, at my little plea- 
fure-houfe, with fome of thofe eafy beau- 
‘ties which London fwarms with; but the 
torrent thus diverted for.a moment, re- 
turned only. with ‘ténfold’ violence, and 
ferved purely to prove, that the imapina- 
<a tion 
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tion once ftrongly imprefled with a par- 
ticular objeét, is not fo eafily to be put 
off with a change: It is only for fatisfied 
defires to afford one the benefit of incon- 
ftancy. | 

Lady Oldborough, whole obfervations 
had waited.on me through the whole pro- 
prefs of my paffion, and to whofe fecret 
artifice I had owed a good part of the 
obftacles I. met with, ‘now faw me 
fufficiently entangled not to fear my get- 
ting off the hook, and began to play off the 
ftrength of her ftratagem. 

Without her giving me any handle 
for imputations on herfelf, or to take up 
notions of her, unfavourable to her de- 
figns upon me, I found my opportunities of 
feeing Agnes alone (for converfing with her 
was out of the queftion) greatly abridged, 
and foon entirely cut off. She was either 
engaged with fome infignificant of her own 
fex, picked out for the occafion, or fhe 
was not well, or detained from me by 
other excufes, in all which great meafures 
were kept with me. So that had I even 
perceived they v were affected, they appeared 
natural enough to take from me ‘all pre- 

tence 
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pretence of murmur or complaint. This 
reftraint anfwered 2 double end of irritating 
the more my defires, and of forcing me 
on embracing any expedient which might 
ferve to come at their fatisfaGtion. 
Whilft I was thus fretted, and difquieted 
with this new train of difficulties, lady Old- 
borough, at the times when I céuld. not 
Tee Agnes, took care to throw -herfelf in 
my way; and to comfort me fo obligingly 


for my difappointment,, as clofed up my 


eyes againft her having the. Ieaft fhare in it. 
She wondered, for her part, what the girl 
meant by her foolifh coynefs, ——. that 
my particularities. to her did her more ha- 
nour than fhe deferved. ——-.That fhe hoped 
fhe was not filly enough to think of draw- 
ing me in, by her impertinent keeping me 
off, --- , that fhe had a good mind to re- 
turn her to whence fhe had taken her,- 
that though it was true fhe could difpofe. 
abfolutely of her (this the often emphatically 
‘dwelt upon,) yet fhe could not fay, that: 
fhe could wifh to force her inclinations, 
—— fhe was glad indeed the girl was vir- 
tuous, but there was no general rule 
without an ‘exception, <--we= that every 
air os ip ee ee Dee a oe ot thing 
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thing in fhort had its limits and reftric- 
tions, that if it was ever cxcufable 
to fwerve from the exaétnefs of duty, it 
was in favour of fuch an one as me. 

By this ftrain of condolance and fulfome 
flattery lady Oldborough half forced her- 
felf into the confidence of my defigns, 
which in truth had never efcaped her, 
and which, had my thoughts. of Agnes de- 
ferved the name of love, I would never 
have forgiven lady Oldborough the grofl- 
nefs of countenancing, But as my defires 
were without delicacy, fo were my views 
of accomplifhing them. She had indeed 
fo. artfully infinuated her power to ferve 
me, {fo indireétly and fparingly opened a 
glimpfe to me of its barely not being im- 
poffible for me to win her over to. a& fuch 
a part,that I could not well be fhocked with 
any cafinefs in her to undertake it; efpe- 
cially as my wifhes met ber hints more 
than half way. 

. I feized. then, with the eagernefs.of a 
drowning wretch, this extended twig. My 
eyes all of a fudden opened. on the impor- 
tance of. lady Oldborough to the. fuccets 
of my pretenfions, I found, withose 
more 
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more deliberation, that the muft be the 
key of the wifh’d for treafure; but ftill a 
difficulty occured, and that not a fimall 
one. How was I to engage her in my 
intereft? | knew Very we'l that fuch offices 
could not be . gratuitous.- Her fortune 
placed her above the temptation of money : 
though I would not have fcrupled the 
facrifice of a very confiderable fum for 
the fatisfaction of my defires, Our vices 
ate ever more liberal: than our virtues, be- 
fides there. appeared-to me fo much.trou- 
ble to be faved, by fach a method of pur- 
chafe, as greatly humoured my indelence, 
and love of eafe;-efpecially in an affair 
ef purely fenfual gratification, But lady 
Oldborough was: really unapproachable in 
that way: yet convinced that I ought to 
confider her as a frontier town, neceffary 
for me to make myfelf mafter of in my 
way to the tedu@ion ‘of tie capital I had 
thus laid fiege to in vain, ‘I foon found 
that I maft new point my batteries. Deter- 
mined then not to.omit any thing that might 
level the. obftru€tions to my fuecefs with 
Agnes,. I projected the making fob-love 
to Jady Oldborough, fare that fhe would 


fur- 


-_ 


a Coxcome. 189 
‘render on very little fummoning, and fure 
that the other would drop to me in courfe. 
I repeat it, this expedient was about as 
delicate as my defires, and’ F careffed my- 
felf for my wonderful fagacity in having 
fallen upon it: whereas in truth, all the 
honour of it was due to lady Oldborough 
herfelf, whofe art it had been to bring 
her own defigns to feem felf-fagcefted ta 
me, and who waited for me at this very 
pafs, which I Had‘ been lefs brought into 
by my own driving, than by her infenfibly 
pufhing at the wheel. 
As foon as I had agreed with imyfelF 
this noble plan, I refumed, in virtue of 
the hopes it gave life to, alf that air of 
fprightlinefs, and affurance, fo fit to fecure 
my fuccefs. Neither this change nor 
its motives efcaped the amorous veteran, 
whofe game, and fhe did not. fail to play 
it with fuperior fkill, was to give me, all 
‘the encoutagément I could defire to tranf- 
fer my addreffés to her, and to let te fee 
as through a perfective, what gate I was 
to knock at‘ before I could have the Fight 
one fet open: tome, 
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_ J had likewife another collateral view, 
in this fcheme of trying how far this.love-. 
farce might go towards exciting a jealoufy 
in Agnes, which might be ferviceable to 
me in my defign upon her. By jealoufy, 
I mean here, not that which the paffion 
of love, is hardly ever lefs or more unat- 
tended with, but that common fentiment 
of felfifhnefs, which makes one envy others 
the poffeffion of what one does not care for 
one’s felf, and which, even children and idi- 
ots are not exempt from. 

I turned then all my gallantry vifibly, 
and not- without due oftentation, towards 
lady Oldborough herfelf, and affe&ted a 
coldnefs and indifference for Agnes, which 
the thorough: fubordination fhe was in to 
this patronefs of her’s, made. her receive 
at firft with a tranquility, that did not a 
Jittle mortify me. My courtfhip bad made 
no impreffion upon her, and my defertion 
‘as little, Still I pufhed my point with the 
other, who met my .advances more than 
half way, and confirmed me in my prefump- 
tion that, one way or another, I fhould cer- 
tainly accomplifh my defires, which were 
more than moderately inflamed by  thefe 
i diffi- 
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difficulties, and ultimately enter my port, 
though I was obliged to fteer thus for 
fome time with my face from it. 

Lady Ofdborough was in the mean time 
too ferious in her defigns upon me to trifle 
with occafions; fhe knew herfelf to be at 
an age, when no time was to be loft, and 
that I myfelf was in that dangerous feafon 
of life, when I might very poffibly flip 
through her ladyfhip’s fingers. But in the 
view of omitting nothing that might fecure 
her point, fhe rather overfhot the neceflary, 
when fhe went fomething too abruptly 


_not to be malicioufly obferved, into all 


the drefs and gaiety of youth, as if it was 
pofible to ftifle the truth of her age, by 
fuch notorioufly falfe witnefles, as cerufe, - 
carmine, powder, and the reft of the fours 
berte of the toilette. There is not how- 
ever in nature a point, in which the opi- 
nion ‘of mankind is more univerfally clear, 
nor in which women, efpecially the old, 
and the homely, are more incorrigible, 
than in their drefs: fine cloaths indeed may 
fo far be of ufe, not as they turn’ the eye 
upon the wearer, but as they call it off 
from a forbidding face, and relieve it more 

| agree- 
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agreeably: but. then. -thjs avoration nevet 
refults to zhe benefit, or. apfwerm she in 
tentions of the. unfortunate. claimant, under 
thefe, expladed, titles. Qu the contrary, 
a filent indigoation is fure, to rife ‘in the 
amen at feeing finery thus mnurdesed. and 
anifplaced. How.often-do we fee. even the 
effet of hrilliants of the fir water fpailed 
by their. unnatural affortment, with a fyf- 
tem of dim .¢yes; fepulchral fockets, ca- 
daverous camplexions, and flaggy collapfed 
miufales, when they can at-beft be canhidersd 
but. as funeral torches. to Jight round a 
corpfe, expofed in ftate. Qn the other:hand, 
thofe who are ill-treated by nature or. time, 
and who. have fenfe enough to fhun, as 
death, thefe diftin¢tions, which: prefent 


their defects moxe: glaring and difguftful, | 


and thefe pretenfions, which render them 
more ridiculoys, are fure to find the figery 
they thus profitably deny their parfans, fill 
more made up’to them by the honour, 
which, from the renunciation af it, redounds 
to their underftandings. . 

To do jady Qldborough juftice, fhe 
was naturally not fo weak, as‘to put :her 
truft in the powers of dreGS. I had often 

myfelf 
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myfelf heard. her hold ia a good hand, at 
playing off her raillery upon fome of her 
co-evals, fur their drefiing out ef age and 
character. . But paflions ase unconfequen- 
tial, Either fhe was fo far hurried-away 
by her’s for me, as to go out af her mind, 
for love at her age was no better than a 
temporary madnefs, or fhe imagined me 
more fuperficially fighted than: really -was. 
Not contented however with adorning a 
winter land{chape, with all the flowers of 
the fpring, as if it was in nature for De- 


‘cember to wear the afpect of May, the 


now affected the mincing fkuttle, the 
infantine lifp, the giddy fimpet, the pretty 
dandle, in fhort ali the ‘airs and the graces 
of a girl of fifteen. Then the was with 
equal fillisefs, fond of having me conftant- 
ly at ‘her fide, im ali the public places, and 
of fhowing ‘me about.as the French did 
their hoftages, for a proof -of her ftill vic- 
torious charms. In fhort; I was fo near 


flaring the ridicules fhe proceeded accu- 


mulating upon herfelf, that with no great 
impatience, fo far as fhe was perfonally 
concerned, I began to think it high time, 

: to 
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to fhorten my voyage, and make my 
port. 
- In the mean time, I had the pleafure to 
find that all fubdued as Agnes was to her 
patronefs’s will, and difpofal, her infenfi- 
bility in a fhort time began to give way, - 
and herfelf to betray certain figns of fire, and’ 
life, which all my direct addreffes had not 
been able to call forth. Her eyes now 
appeared to me charged with more mean~- 
ing, and expreffion. ‘Too intent on my 
defigns not to watch thefe progreffions, 
I foon difcovered the growing fymptoms 
of her jealoufy, in the-marks of impatience, 
pique and difquietude,. at the gallantry 
I direéted to lady Oldborough, and at the 
tendernefs and encouragement with which 
fhe received it: All which only determined 
me the more in tbe purfuit of my fcheme. 
Tt was eafy to conceive that if I fhould 
prematurely alter it, and liften more to 
my inclinations, than to the policy of en- 
furing my fuccefs, I fhould run the rifque 
of lofing all the pains I had hitherto taken, 
for their fatisfaction ; fince I could then 
expect no fair. play from the provoked and 
difappointed lady Oldborough, who might, 
I. and 
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and doubrlefs would exert herfelf, to crofs 
and counter- work my defigns. But, in with 
her, T was fure of being in with Agnes: 
fuch was the fituation of my game, and I 
Biremed my moves ‘accordingly. 

[had no more now to do, than fignify 


my royal will and pleafure to my loving 


fubjeét, who had, to fay the truth, fcarce 
waited for its sroceeding from me as my 
own mere motion. . She had not, however, 
with all her folly, been enough the dupe of | 
her defires, to miftake the point I had in 
view, in my yielding to the attractions fhe 
had thrown out for me. She could nct 


diflemble to herfelf the implicit compact, 


not the lefs underftood, for not being di- 
reCtly expreft, of her gocd offices with Ag- 
nes, which was the foundation of our en- 
gasement, fince it was of her own fug- 
geftion, and (I might add without much 


more infolence than truth) of her own fol- 


licitation. Pleafure courts the young, the 
old court Pleafure, and are often glad to 


come at it, on any terms. It is an age, 


in fhort, condemned, by the courfe of the 
world, to have nothing but what it pays for. 
Thofe then who have not ‘in ftri@ keeping 

K thar 
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that rare winter-frutt, called ‘diferetion, 


oe 


muft lay their account with having the 
forfeit of it exacted from them, in fome 
fhape or another. They are feldom hap- 
py enough to play the fool with a thorough 
impunity. 

It isnot however improbable that amongft 
the deceptions of vanity and felf-love, lady 
Oldborough had fomewhat relied on the 
imaginary remains of her perfonal charms, 
or fhe could never have taken fo much 
pains with plaiftering up her ruins, She 
hoped perhaps that I might ftill find fome- 


‘thing in her, which might take off my 


edge to Agnes, and attach me to herfelf. 
We are always ready to apply in one’s own 
favour, examples which flatter our weak- 
nefs! and there were precedents enough 
of young fellows, who had been bewitched 


by fuperannuated miftreffes, to countenance 


her hopes, or at leaft wifhes, for fuch an 
event. But even if this illufion ferved 
her for ‘nothing more than ftunning her 
tefleGtions upon the grofinefs of the impli- 
cit contrac, which fhe was now to put 
the feal: to, my purpoefes were not ill-ferved 


“by it, 
Pre: 
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Prepared then for my purpofe, and 


mellowed to fall with lefs than a2 fhake, 


‘there was nothing more wanting than fo 
apree the time and {pot for coming to tite 


‘grand conclufion; and thefe ee es 
. were eafily adjufted. 


Te was not that lady Oldborough had not 
‘feme meafares to keep with decency. So 
tranfient an affair as mine. threatened fo 
be, could not make her amends for a lofs 
of charaG@er, which might -bring ‘on that 


of her female vifitants, and all her card- 


match acquaintance, which are ‘fo effential 
at her feafon of life. She made then a very 
wide and wife difference between the fuf- 
picion, fhe would ‘have been forty not 
to have created, and the proof, which 
would rob her of thofe comfortable refources : 
and, in.truth, -fince the world is -fo ready 
‘o compound for the faving appearances, 
it would be rather too impudent,: as well 
as too imprudent, ‘to oe it fo reafonable 
a. fatisfaction. 
As foon then as I.had, ‘on the foot of 
~gumoft infolent fecurity, propofed to her 
way of falvo, my having the honour 


« giving her-a petit fouper at my pleafure- 
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houfe, fhe wondered at my impudence, and 
very cordially accepted my invitation, 
which fhe moft certainly would not have 
done, had fhe not counted as littke upon 
my virtue as her own; though fhe was not 
afhamed of throwing out fome feeble hints 
of friendfhip, whilft her countenance. be- 
trayed the eagereft wifhes for an opportu 
nity, to break Plato’s neck, headlong down 
ftairs. : | | 
Upon this, an evening: was appointed 
for my calling upon her, under the pretence 
of efcorting her to fome Entertainment, 
-whilft it lay upon her to amufe or em- 
ploy Agnes out of the way, who ufed gene- 
rally to attend her upon moft parties of 
pleafure, from which .a third perfon need 
not, from their nature, be excluded. This 
was lady Oldborough’s own affair, and fhe 
took care of it accordingly. ; 
For my part, I faw the hour of my af- 
fignation approach, with a kind of indolent 
impatience. It is for defire alone to beget 
-Pleafure: And every intereft but that of 
immediate Pleafure itfelf adulterates, and 
brings with it, a difguft very fit to deftroy 
it. Immediate I. fay, -becaufe a pleafure 
; in 
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in profpe&t, rather detraéts from the pre= 
fent cbject, which is only made ufe of as 
a-pafs to it. How glad then thould I have 
heen to have executed my fcheme by 
proxy! but I had unluckily taken no 
meafures of that fort, poffibly too they 
could net have anfwered my end. Wo- 
men when once they have their ‘heads 
warmed with a particular objeét, rarely 
lofe fight of it; and Love is a Spright, 
which, however it may flutter and frolic 
it im young tenements, when it takes pof- 
feffion of your old ruined. caftles, is devilifh 
tenacious of its haunts, and not eafy to be 
Jaid by the exorcifm of any but the per- 
fon who has raifed it. 

Condemned then by all the laws of ho- 
nour and prudence not to play falfe to 
my own challenge, after very cooly finifh- 
ing a game at billiards, which had borrowed 
fomewhat upon the precious inftants of 
my appointed hour, I drove to lady Old- 
borough’s, with an excufe in my mouth, 
and fomething not fo favourable to her 
as perfect indifference, in my heart. 

Idid not deferve the being fo happy as 
to have any accident favour me with a 

K 3 difap- 
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difappointment, dor to find the lady herfelf 
indifpofed to be fatisfied with my apology 
for making her wait, for rather than up- 
braid me with my wart of punctuality, 
fhe chofe to give her watch the lye, and 
obferved how gocd I was to come at leaft 
half an hour before my time. 


I found her juft rifen from before. 


her toilette, where fhe had doubtlefs 
taken a great.deal of pains to very little 
effet. Her drefs, for. the occafiony 


‘ prefented’ an appearance odd enough, 


us it aimed at a medium between the 


negligent difhabille, and the cumber- 


fome full.dref, A gown ftiff with em- 
broidery, and loofely enough wrapped 
round her, gave no further expreffion than 
“was nectflary for her intereft that it 
fhould, of a fhape which moft furely 
was not that of a nymph; whilft a bofom 
bolftered up, obtruded its falfe evidence, 
Without avail. Our fenfes are not fuch 
dupes. Modeft enough, not to be wholly 
‘nfenfible of the ravages of time,-and in- 
duftrious to repair ‘them, fle had. exhaufted 
all the powers of paint, powder, laces, and 
jewels, to forge herfelf a face and -fguré 
ee es more 
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more fupportable than ordinary : but na- 
ture is hardly ever feen to yield to the 
efforts of art, which we are even cruel 
enough to impute as crimes to the wo-. 
men, though they commit them purcly in 
favour of our pleafure. But if they thus 
epgregionfly deceive themfelves, they de- 
ceive none of our fex, who are worth de- 
ceiving: who fees not the difference be- 
tween the dead colours produced by the 
toilette, .and the inimitable rofeate ones: 
of nature? between the bloom of youthful 
{moothnefs, fo florid to the eye, and deli- 
cious to the touch, and the fpurious glaze > 
of varnifh, prefenting nearly the difagree- 
bde fhine of a coarfe enamcl? The face 
ia fhort can neither be hid, nor fufficient- 
ly fophifticated; the deception therefore of : 
drefs, is as filly and inconfiftent as that of 
a@ merchant who would attempt to pafs a. 
Bale of. dowlafs under the falfe package of 
cambrick ‘wrappers, whilft a principal part 
of the: contents was left ftaringly open, 
in contradiction to the fraud. Ornaments 
indeed fparingly ufed, and employed with 
tafte,. may heighten indifferent beauty,. 
but they as. furcly. ferve to render age or! 
2 K 4 home- 
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homelinefs, more confpicuous, and of 
~courfe more difagreeable, _ | 

Such was the natural effe& then of pcor 
lady Oldborough’s treacherous auxiliaries. 
I viewed her with a fmile, which in the 
blindnefs of her paffion, fhe doubtlefs took 
for a {mile of approbation. I-betrayed 
fome marks of aukward confufion, that I 
owed to certain inward felf.reproaches, 
which fhe kindly interpreted ‘as a tranf- 
port, or extafy; that did not allow me the 
liberty of expreffing my fenfe of my happi- 
nefs. Such a prepoffeffion one would not 
however have fufpected in one of her ex- 
perience, and yielding to me on the terms 


underftood between us: but what is there 


lefs confequential than paffions at any age, 
but efpecially on the verge of dotage ? 

' Not without fome violence however 
could I affume fomething of a countenance 
befitting the. occafion, after fome thew of 


faint reluétance on her fide, fome hints of: 
difcretion, a word which came very un- 
feafonably into’ mention from her, and a 


world of pretty little grimaces, meant for 


expreffions: of delicacy, which did not ex-- 
tremely become the widow of five hufbands, : 


ae fhe 
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fhe gave me her hand, and I led her to 
my chariot, fhe. glowing with defires, and 
myfelf feeling only the coolnefs of one who 
had no defires of my own, and could have 
wifhed to have had none of hers, to fatis- 
fy. | 
With thefe ideas, the way to my plea- 
fure-houfe gave me no occafion to com- 
plain of its length. We arrived then, 
and the conveyance which carried Cefar 
and his rare good fortune landed us 
fafe. I introduced her then to my little 
temple of joy, and in the decency of doing 
the fuperficial honours of it, ftupified for 
a while the lefs pleafing fenfe of my en- 

gagement to do the more effential ones. 
Women are not naturally born for 
liberties which difhonour them. Lady Old- 
borough was, at leaft as fhe pretended, 
and which I was too indifferent to exa- 
mine fcrupuloufly into the truth of, at the 
firft of her campaigns of this fort, fhe was 
then obliged to act as if fuch a fituation was 
not familiar to her, and accordingly the no- 
velty of thisadventure, the tafte of my houfe 
and furniture, the delicious convenience of 
{uch places for tranfactions of polite gallain- 
K 5 try, 
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try, were. all topics which ferved: to amutfe: 
our fir aukward minutes. She admired: 


efpecially the downy air, the commadious. 
eufhioning of a fuperb fopha, with a warmth 
of expreffion in which its obviqus deftina- 
nation had doubtlefs fome fhare. — | 

- Prefently an ambigu was ferved in, .in 
which nothing was omitted, that could 


flatter the tafte, or ftir up the .fenfuak 


powers. My attendants, duly. diciplined 


to the orders of the houfe, difappeared, as. 


ufual, and a dumb-waiter fupply’d . us. 
with: the moft generous wines Thefe 
were not unneceflary preliminaries, at leaft 
to me, whofe nerves, as. high-ftrung as 


they. were, with health and youth, fele 


too much the abfence of defire, not to 
want the being invigorated, and aided by 
the warmth of good cheer. 

We fupped together. with the con 
fidence and eafe of parties in full agree- 
ment. I began myfelf to enter iato the 
fpirit and humour of it, to confider my 
fituation: in a lefs difagreeable light, and to 
think it droll enough for me to divert 
myfelf with the nature of my conqueft, 
I grew gradually mose pleafant, mere 
| ee free, 
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free, and more difpofed to put an end glo- 
‘riowfly to this adventure, Even my ima- 
gination deigned ‘to-come im to the afii( 
tance of my conftitution, and, by foften+ 
ing the defe&ts of the prefent: object, as 
‘well as piquing my .curiofity, began to 
‘prefs Defire into the fervice of benkia 
lity. 

_ But lady Oldborough’s own indifcretion | 
Ahad like’ to have nipped in its bud, this 
laudable difpofition. For not content with 
manifefting a fondnefs more cloying than 
provoking, either with an eye to excite 
me by a. view of. my reward, or trufting 
triumphantly, to the powef fhe flattered 
cherfelf -with having acquired over. me, fhe 
ventured to toaft Agnes to me. Nothing 
could be more injudicioufly timed. It 
ferved to awaken an idea of comparifon 
highly prejudicial to her prefent intcreft. 
I could not recal.to mind the youth, the 
frefhnefs, the prodigious beauty of Agnes, 
‘without forming fuch a contraft of her 
charms, to the fpectacle I had before me, 
as bred a momentary difqualification, equal 
- to that of the monfters of the opera, In 
vain, for fome moments, did the twice too 
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tender lady Oldborough redoudle her ardours: 
- They redoubled only my difrelith; and I 
faw myfelf on the point of irecving le a 
fire-fide, §- 

Partly through the neceffity of gaine 
ing time to recover myfelf, partly 
through mere ill-nature, and to fee how 
fhe would take it, I flackened my advances 
and declined into’ ‘that fort of refpeét, 
which is, to women, in certain fituations, 
an injury the more exquifite, in that they 
cannot fo very decently complain of it. 
I enjoyed then, for a Jittle time, her per- 
plexity and diftrefs, with all the barbarity 
of a tyrant who delights in the tortures 


-of his fubje&ts. But if by this means I | 


forced lady Oldborough to make a foolith 
figure enough to herfelf, that which I myfelf 
made, was, candidly fpeaking, not a 
.much more refpectable one. At length 
however, my vanity ferved her more 
_ effeCtually than. either her wifhes or my 
own. ‘The difhonour which I fuggefted 
_to myfelf would redound to me from a 
blank entertainment, ‘tood me _ inftead 
‘of a goad. Thefe thoughts . confpiring 
. to fill ‘up the void of ‘defiré with the 
heat 
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-heat of youth, now refuming its force, 
helped me to go on in the undertaking, 
for which I had, not without training, taxed 
my abilities. = | vig = 4 
_ T addrefled myfelf then with the bef 
grace I was mafter of to acquit myfelf 
honourably of a function, which was not 
the more agreeable to me, for the now 
confidering it as a fort of duty. I had 
cemmanded, and what is rare enough in 
fuch cafes, I had forced my imagination, on 
which the fprings of pleafure fo fenfibly 
depend. Nature was now at my orders. 
My attacks then began to partake of the 
warmth of my emotions, and became de 
_ cifivé enough to quiet the lady’s alarms 
for fear of carrying back her virtue, as 
untouched as fhe had trufted it with me 
in hopes of better treatment. I was now 
plainly her man; but who can paint what 
fhe feemed in thofe inftants? . 

Her countenance enflamed and reddened 
fo as to deepen the artificial layer of tints 
that overfpread its furface s eyes twinkling 
and glimmering - with thofe occafional 
fires: and languifhingly fixed upon me, 
with a certain timidity and diffidence, as 

if 


2066 MEMOTRS of 


if they were afking charity: her neck, bare 
in fome places, through the diferder of 
a tippit, which had faithfully anfowered 
her intentions, in giving way to-the flighteft 
pull, difcovered :the peels, : and cracks of 
a varnifh, which had not been prcof 
againft the variety .of: its.inflexions. Her 
hands, the fingers of which appearing the 
longer fos wanting the plumpnefs of: juicy 
youth, bad the air ‘of » plyess,. or nippets, 
with which fhe- either ‘tenderly: . griped 
mine, or flecking: them over my face, 
numbed as they touched:me, and made 
all heat retreat. before them; the whole 
in fhert of hes. pexfon, . fpread before me 
like a defert of dried fruit, exhibited fuch 
a piéture of amosous fondnefs, as wareven 
more sidiculons than diftafteful, and had - 
nigh quelled. my beft of man. But as-I 
‘was, now in the paide of - ney {pring, well- 
bottomed, and my -blood fermented fo 
ftrongly in my veins as. te threaten - the 
burfting its tuxgid. and diftended chan- 
nels,. fo. that. love was rather a natural 
want in me, than merely a. debauch 
pf imagination, the fympathy of organs 
aud! between the. two-fexesy fenfibly 


exerted 
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exerted itfelf, and drove all delicacy or’ 
diftir€non. of perfons out of my _ head. 
I} .became then quite as naughty, to ufe 
her own term, as fhe could have withced, 
and piquing myfelf ‘upon doing things con- 
fcientioufly, I repeated a ceremony, which 
in fome refpects refembled that of the 
doge of Venice, when he weds the gulph 
by way of afferting His dominion. I had 
now triumphantly founded mine, ‘and in- 
fpived her not only with a refpect, but 
with a gratitude, which was not perhaps 
the lefs ferious and engaging, for the motives 


being fuch pleafant ones. 


But that nothing might be wanting to 
my fatiety, I was not, I found, to be 
let off without a moft cloying after-courfe 
of {weets, and dears, which almoft over- 
ballanced my felf-fatisfa€tion at the proofs 
of my prowefs, from whence I prefaged 
to myfelf the moft advantageous fucceffes, 
whenever my conftitution fhould a& with 
the whole force of imagination on its 
fide. 

I was foon however relieved by the 
welcome arrival of the inftants of our fepa-. 
ein, inftants’ of which many a loving 

couple 
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couple, openly deplore the cruel neceffity 
with as much inward joy, as captives feel 
in the crifis of their ranfom, and -deliver- 
ance, 

I gave my hand to the lady, aid led 
her to my chariot, in which I was to 


fet her down at her own door. In the 


way thither, fhe fhewed fo much love 
and tendernefs for me, that merely out 
of good-breeding or politenefs, I could 
not fqueeze in any intimations of the fer- 
vice I expe&ted fhe fhould be of to me 
in my defigns upon Agnes, towards whom 
my ftream of paflion now ran with redou- 


bled violence, as was but ratural from the. 


comparifon my officious imagination had 


fuggefted to me, and yet more fo, from 


the coolnefs of my fenfes towards the pre- 
fent object, which proportionally reinforced 
my flame for the other. 

Determined withal, in favour sf the 
main point I had in view, I had -too great 
a fhare of infenfibility, and prefumption, to 
forego my advantages. I fancy too that I 
made lady Oldborough feel my- confciouf- 
nefs of them, in a way that could not 
much flatter or pleafe her. My ftyle to 
| her 
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her was more afluming than became a 
lover, or even a hufband, more in the 
imperative than in the optative ftrain, and 
by that time we arrived at her houfe, and 
there parted, I left her pretty fenfible’ 
that I did not confider as her Jaf? favours 
thofe fhe had juft beftowed upon me. Such 
an exprefs declaration, would have ap- 
peared too crude, and clofe on the heels 
of them, and accordingly I thought it the 
very extremity of politenefs to fpare it her, 
till a decenter feafon. 

After then facrificing a few days to a: 
forced complaifance, my impatience drove 
me to fueh explanations with lady Oldbo- 
rough in refpe& to Agnes, as fhe could nei- 
ther avoid comprehending, nor expreffing 
. her refentment at, as far as her fear of 
offending me, ‘in a point the faw I was not 
to be trifled with, would permit her. A 
conqueror may fubmit ta requeft, but does 
not. therefore fubmit te a denial, -She did: 
not. fail accordingly. to expoftulate tenderly 
with me,_on the. barbarity there would be 
in exacting fuch a difgraceful fervice, efpe- 
cially fram her; as well-as on the indignity 
of fuch a confpiracy againft the innocence 
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of a young creature under her protection. 


Her remonfirances in fhort, had no fault 


in them, but her having bethought herfelf 


of urging them teo late. Poftibly had they 


come from any but herfelf, I might have lil. 


tened to them with more ,calmnefs : and 
deference, but in her, they appeared as 
fo many prevarications, which rather in- 


fulted my authority, than convinced my. 
reafon. Iwas unhappily too, at that time, . 


of too impetuous a character, too much 
hurried away by the violence‘of my paftions 
and the heat of my blood, to have much 
relifh for that heroic merit, which is an- 


_ nexed to the fway of reafon. I could not. 


then eafily part. with the hoges of a poffef- 
fion T had taken . fuch ungommon. pains 


for, nor relinguifh the reward I flattered. 
myfelf. that..I had earned, . I bed knowns. 


I had feen, that the accomplifhment of my 
defires. en:irely, depended on- lady Oldbo- 


rough 3:1 had taken all. my sneafuses. upon. 
~ the. foot of ‘this. prefumption, and I: was 


not of a humtour, nor indded: generous’ e- 
nough, to bear 4 baulk of this fort, with. 
mach patience or refignation | L.was bes 
fides confirmed in’ my refoliution by the. bé- 


haviour 
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haviour of Agnes herfelf, whofe conftitutto- 
nal coldnefs, and apathy, began fenfibly to 
break way, and fhe grew more dilpofed to 
let in an enemy the lefs effectually guarded. 
apainft, in that it is nature which unbars 
the gates toit. More beautiful than Venus, : 
and more fimple than her doves, if fhe was 
thus charming, it was more than fhe knew 
or cared for, though fhe had been a thou~’ 
- fand times told fo. But none had fucceeded 
in making any impreffion on her filly in-: 
fenfibility, till a natural fentiment of jea- 
loufy, which fhe probably could herfelf 
give no account for, had advanced my af- 
fairs with her, to fay nothing of the lan-. 
guage, and whifperings, of an inftinét come 
moa to all Jiving beings, and which doubt- 
lefs began to operate on a girl of her ace, 
and full formation. This inftinet, by the 
bye, however the men ungratefully affe 
to defpife and decry it, is probably often 
their -beft friend, ever with thofe prodigies 
Of virtue, who furrender to their lovers- 
with the flag of- fentiment. flying abroad, 
whilft it is this very inftinét which, frony 
under the hatches, gives. the word of coni- 
in ieee 
ene 
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Agnes, ignorant of the art generally 
ufed, and which’ feems fo innate to wo- 
men fince they are miftreffes of it even 
in their firft weaknefles, added to the me-- 
rit of her fentiments, that of the pure fimpli-. 
city of the golden-age, in the efcape ra- 
ther than the expreffion of them. I foon 
found her melting fo faft into my arms, 
that I could eafily have difpenfed with ary, 
obligations of lady Oldbcrough’s, but bare- 
ly that of her not oppofing me. 

- But this alteration in Agnes had as lit- 
tle efcaped her obfervation as mine ; and 
fhe treated the difcovery more like -a: wo- 
man jealous and exafperated, than as a lucky 
Incident which would fave, or at leaft 
lighten her of, the incumbrance of a cri- 
minal complaifance to thofe defires’ of 
mine, of which fhe had contracted an 
Implicit engagement to peegure me the fa- 
tisfaction, | 

To fay the truth too, I had not ent: dy 
deferved the beft of ufage fram her. For 
(not to mention the coolnefs, and neglect, 
with which I had repaid her fondnefs, and 
made her, by keeping too little meafures 
with pee fenfible of the ingratitude with. 

; which 
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which it is not uncommon for youth 
to reward the favour of thofe who at a cer- 
tain age are unhappy enough to be plagued 
with a tafte for it) I had received too 
cavalierly thofe remonftrances of hers, to 
which, as they were the refults of her regard 
for me, I ought at leaft, in favour of the 
motive,’ to have fhown more tendernefs. 
But I was naturally too hot and impetuous 
to bear the leaft thwarting, where I thought 
myfelf fo much the mafter ; and I had not 
yet, in my converfe with women, learned 
enough of their diffimulation, to play it 
upon them, in favour of my ends with 

them. | 
I found indeed no direct obftacles to 
the confummation of my fuccefs with 
Agnes, but now they were not the lefs in- 
vincible for being oblique. I might fee 
her as often as I pleafed. I could fingle 
her out, draw her to .a window, talk to 
her, which by the way only ferved the 
more to tantalize me,-as I difcovered, that] 
fhould,upon occafion, have little or no oppo- 
fition from herfelf; but I could never come 
at heralone. It was only in company, or 
at fuch hours and places, where all effential 
| privacy 
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ptivacy was impracticable, that I could gain 
‘admifion to her. - The evident nearnefs 
to my point, which fuch unfufficient op- 
‘portunities: pointed out to ‘me, - at the 
fame time that I could neither bring things 
home, nor well complain openly of the 
impediments of my-progrefs, tortured, and 
wearied me -to .a. degree that tried my -pa- 
. tionce beyond its bearing. : | 
Lady Oldboreush’s finger was too plain | 
in thefe inceflaat difappointments of my 
defire, for me either not to fee it, or her 
motives. They redoubled my ardours for 
. Agnes, and my refentment againft her. 
Yielding then at length to the vehemence 
of my paflion, ‘I became eruel and ungene- 
rous enough, upon one of thofe occafions 
-of privacy with herfelf, of which at leaft 
fhe was not fparing, to talk to her in a 
‘tone, in which [neither refpedted her, nor 
myself. I upbraided her with duplicity, 
‘with breach of faith, and what was yet 
‘more inhuman, with her fondnefs for me. 
I knew the dreaded an open rupture with me, 
and though I was not fo loft to decency, and - 
honour, as to mean fuch an extremity, I 


‘was not in the blindaefs of my paffion, 2- 
fhamed 
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fhamed to drop her diftant hints of leaving 
her houf@ and never feeing her again. 
The acrimony which a fretful’ eagernefs 
‘threw into my expreffions, and the mé- 
nacing tone which F loft my felf fo: far as fo 
affume, without working the effe&t-I wifh- 
ed, had another which, as ftale, as worn, 
‘as eafily feen through, as the ‘trick is, 
in the fervice of that fex; I had not expe- 
rience enough to be prepare againtt: - 

Lady Oldborough, after giving me a tole- 
ably quiet hearing, feemed overwhelmed, and 
unable to fipaor herfelf under fo heavy a 
ftorm ; and after certain convulfions of face, 
which certainly did not extremely beautify 
it, fell into a fainting fit. ‘This was a no- 
velty which accordinzly made a forcible im- 
preffion on my good-nature. I was at once 
alarmed, and forry, for my petulances. 
Could the traitrefs have viewed me, (as not 
‘improbably fhe did, through half-clofed eye- 
lids) my confufion and grief muft not have 
a little diverted her. IT held her up for a few 
inftants in my arms ; and at length carried 
her and laid her tenderly down upon a fetiee, 
where! compofed her as decently as I could. 
I was preparing to leave her there, in order 

to 
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to call for help; but I felt the held me fo 
faft, by one of my hands, ygch had, I 

_know not ;how, got locked. in hers, that I 
could not without violence difengage it from 
cher gripe. Then fhe fqueezed it with 
fuch convulfive grafps, and fetched fuch 
deep heaved fighs, as made me tremble for 
‘fear of. her being in the agonies of death. 
Tn this idea, & burft from her, got to the 
bell, and rung for affiftance, But before 
the fervants came up, madam thought pro- 
per to come a little to herfelf, and fitting up 
on the couch, with a wildnefs in her eyes 
and a faint voice, juft articulated in breaks 
a few ‘mournful ejaculations. I was 
cruel ————— I was barbarous —— I 
fhould be the death of her no mat- 
ter; fhe had deferved it all———-and worfe 
————~< but not, from me. By this 
‘time the vehemence of my ringing had 
brought in two or three of her attendants, 
to whom fhe only complained of a violent 
fit of the head-ach, and bid her woman get 
her fome volatile-drops. They were ac- 
cordingly brought: and I was for fome 
" time idiot enough, to believe that thofe 


were the drops fhe wanted to relieve here 
We 
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weré once more left alone. And [ began to 
make fome apologies for my vivacity, which 
I could not give utterance to, without a 
tendernefs of tone, that fhewed her I was 
‘melted into compafion for what I had 
made her fuffer, With too much experi- 
ence not to know the advantages of this 
foft feafon, with too little delicacy not to 
| feize, and make the moft of them, lady 
“ QOldborough, who ftill kept her poft upon 
~ the fettee, and had in‘enfibly drawn me to 
fit down by ber, liftened with her head lan- 
guifhingly reclined upon me, and now and 
then convulfively clafped me. She faid little, 
fighed much, and looked a great deal more. 
The fituation was new to me, and I was 
at firft no doubt aukward and miftaken 
enough :in my means of confolation. But 
I muft have been Jefs than man could I. 
have long held out againft the defignations 
of the fole fpecific, in cafes of. this fort, 
which her eyes tenderly turned upon me, 
and her fond pleafures left no room to mif- 
underftand. Penetrated then with con- 
cern for the extremities I had come to with 
her, and perceiving that I could not -well 
atone for them, but by proceeding to others, 
and 
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aud uvawillimg to lofe the merit I was 
coxconm. enough to attribute to myfelf 


‘with her for paft indulgences, by now 


leaving her with fo much reafon to com- 
plain of my brutality, I employed myfelf 
fo efficacioufly, to confole, and repair the 


injury I imagined I had done her, that we 


parted for this time better friends than ever. 
Fer now convinced that fhe had owed en- 
tirely my complaifance to my expectation 
of bers, and to a momentary fit of com- 
paffion, fhe had given up the point of at- 
taching me to herfelf. She affured me then 
very cordially, and with great feeming fin- 
cerity, that fince fhe was not to reckon any 
longer on folely engaging me, fhe would 
rather bear the tortures of dividing my af- 
fe&tion, than part with the pleafure of re- 
ceiving fometimes marks of it, though 
fhe were to owe them to no more than we 
gratitude. 

Content with this intimation, I believed, 
and left ber. On cooler reflections too, I 


. began not to be fo diffatisfied with mytelf for 


baving carried matters with fo high:a hand. 
The iffue of the fainting fit had greatly 
relieved me from confidering it in the tra- 

gical 
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wieal light, I had at firft viewed it. I be- 
gan even to fufpe& the reality of it, and 
indeed it was a temtins of weakneh in mie, 
that [no more than fufpetted. Could the 
taws of Honour have: allowed me to Pave 
thade a confidence of my adventure to lord 
Mervile, he would doubtlefs have fet me 
sigtt, and not have (uffered me to have 
been fo egtegiondly thedupe of my eandout, 
and inexperience $ bat I was feted to ac- 
quire my knowledge at-my own expence. 

In two or three meetings I had after- 
wards with lady Oléborough, fe amufed 
me with a falfe confidence of the progrefs 
<f her difpofitions in favour of my defigns 
upon Agnes, whitch I was the eafier to bee 
lieve her fincere in, from the encreafed 
artlefs demonftrations of love, or at leaf 
liking, I met with from Agnes herfelf. 
feemed even fo fure to myfelf, that, like 4 
maffer-engineer, I thought I could have 
hamed the very day the place would fur- 
render to me: but in the faire? of this 
profpect I found myfcif flopped, as it were 
by a hahah wall, the very inftant I cepeted 
to enter it, at difcretion. 7% 
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I had told lady Oldborough, a-day be- 
fore, that I could not-difpenfe with at- 


tending my aunt, as next evening, to 


an opera, but that as foon as I had recon- 
duéted her home; I would come and {up 
with her and Agnes, and hoped to have 
the pleafure of finding them both difen- 


gaged. Accordingly about eleven, I came 
to my appointment.- I found lady Oldbo- 


rough waited fupper for me, Agnes’ -was 
not with her.. On.-the terms we were then, 


I thought myfelf authorized to complain a 
little peevifhly at this baulk. I imagined 


her abfence, was.a little paultry fineffe of 


lady Oldborough’s, to procure herfelf an 
‘opportunity of privacy with me, which 


I could fcarce forgive her, the being fo filly 
as to hope any good from, towards anfwer- 
ing the ends I fuppofed fke had in it. I 
took no pains of courfe to diflemble my 
jll-humour, whilft fhe vainly took a great 
deal, to quiet, and: recover me to any to- 
Jerable temper. She aflured me, that Ag- 


_ nes had pofitively begged her to difpenfe 


with her company for that night, and had 
retired to her apartment early, on the plea 
of indifpofition. ‘The truth of this, added 

: fhe 
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fhe artfully, you may fatisfy yourfelf of to- 
morrow, as you will have all liberty of ac- 
cefs to ther; and, as: I am really myfelf 
forry for the. girl’s being out of order, it 


will be cruel for you to punifh me for what 


I can fo little help, and even doubly feel 
for the pain-it gives you: this fhe pro- 
nounced with fo much feeming candour, 
and veracity, that I actually fufpended my 
fufpicions. Supper was ferved in, and we 
fat down dully enough, on both fides: after 
fupper, jut as I was meditating my efcape, 
and preparing as tolcrable an excufe as I 
could think of, my lady’s woman came in, 
and taking her miftrefs afide, fpoke to her 
with a great air of myftery, and with 
great emotion, and vehemence. They 
ftood at a reafonable diftance from me, 
and I could juft overhear, as her fervant’s: 
voice occafionally raifed itfelf, the interjec- 
tions of ——— what will this world come to? 
, had long fufpected fomething extra- 
ordinary, who would ever have 
thought it? fuch a creature tao! 
-—— I was almoft afraid to tell your lady- 


fhip of it, ——— I fhould not deferve to 


eat your ladyfhip’s bread, if ————~ here, 
3 as 
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. asin others breaks, the falk of her voice left 
my cerigfty.grievoufly in the lurch, Lady 
Oldbosough, . whifpering fomething in hee 
ear, . too: bow for me .to hear, difinifled her, 
and reterned to me with witi‘ali the masks 
of confufion, anger, . grief. and : vexation, 
as legible im her countenance as fhe could 
have wifhed. She kept with all.2 profound 
filence,. as if at 2 lofé for expteffions to. give 
vent to what fhe felt; lefs than I now faw 
and had heard would have provoked my 
defire of knowing. what was-the meaning of 
it. .E prefled lady Okdborough urgent- 
ly to relieve my fufpence. She: hefitated 
alittle, and aGed the utmoft-unwilliagnefs 
to bredk the matter to me. I eafily con- 
je€tured that Agnes was what all this myf- 
tery related to, but had not ¢he leaft guefe 
of the nature of this novelty. At length 
fhe broke out in a moft bitter exclamation, 
that Agnes was ruined, undone, vilely, vile- 

dy funk and lo&. ‘The colour: which rofe 
into. my face at this, the quiver of my 
lips, the paffion whieh Tt felt at my heart, 
and whieh lightened in my eyes, readily 
betrayed. to her, that F was more difpofed 
to look on this information xs a'trick than 
: : truth, 
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truth, But this fhe was no doubt prepared 
for: fhe then told me, that fhe herfelf 
would never believe, nor defire me to be- 
lieve, tefs than ocular demonftration, which _ 
fhe added, fhe was afraid would not be 
wanting, for that her woman affured her, 
fhe was at that inftant in the arms of her 
paramour, a young man, the choice of 
whom did her tafte as little honour as her 
reputation ; that fhe expected in fhort, her 
woman inftantly back again, wha was to 


lead her to be a witnefs herfelf of the infa- 


mous fcene: that if I pleafed, and would 
give her my word and honour that I would 
command my paffion, I fhould myfelf par- 
take the difcovery with her, but that for 
many obvious refpeéts fhe would not have 
the creature expofed, lefs for her own 
fake, than that of her poor friends, and 
the honour of her own houfe. I ftood, at 
the hearing of this, overcome with fur- 
prize. I aimed at fpeaking. Rage, and 
vexation choaked up my words: F could 
wot refufe fo fair an offer as that of feeing 
the proof with my own eyes, yet I dreaded 
it as the death of thofe defites which were 
fo dear to me, and in which I had trea- 

L 4 7 fured 
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fured up, by anticipation, fuch an exqui-. 


fite feaft for my fenfes, and in truth for 


them alone. Whilft I was thus undecided, . 


and ftood hke a flatue, her woman return- 
ed, and entring the room, where we- were, 


{tood paufing, as if waiting for lady Old-, 


borough to fpeak privately to her ; but this 
fhe declined, and to fhew fhe had no re- 
ferve for me, with an air of confidence and 
ingenuity, bid her woman fpeak out, before 
me. = 7 

Upon which this Mrs. Burward, whofe 
looks by the bye, I had never much liked, 
as I fancied I faw fomething in them fit 
for treafons, ftratagems, and fpoils, and 
who had doubtlefs returned me the aver- 


fion I had never diflembled for her, broke. 


out, _with all the malignity, which her 
face was of an admirable cut and. hue to 
exprefs, and which was not now much 
embellifhed to mss by the nature of the dif- 
covery. 

. $ She had ine fufpeSted, that fhe had, 
‘* mifs Agnes’s forwardnefs; but fhe never 
‘Ss could have thought her capable of taking 
‘* evil courfes, ——— that, fhe feemed fo 
‘* innocent! weli! to be fure there was 
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“ no. trufting to looks: -———~ that, on 
“© mifs’s execufing herfelf particularly, | 
“ though mightily prefled by her good lady 
*< t fup with her that night, on pretence | 
‘© of being out of order, fhe fhrewdly ima- 
‘* gined there was fomething more than 
‘¢ ordinary at bottom, —— that fhe watch- | 
“ed her waters narrowly, —— and as 
©» good-luck would have it; fhe had found 
“out the whole pit. _— That, the in- 
<¢ trigue could not be of yefterday’s ftand- 
‘Sing, fince it was with young Tom 
“* Stokes, a neighbour’s child in the coun- 
‘¢ try, who had been obferved even there. 
“tq be more noticed by her, than he 
“ fhould have been. ——- That, _ this 
.S© fweet-heart of hers was come'to town, 
© not above four days ago, as fhe fuppofed, 
‘© after Agnes, though when he came to 
“* the houfe, he pretended he was only up-: _ 
“on an errand to fee fome felations, 
*¢ who had promifed to do for him; that 
‘¢ mifs had’ feen him, and that fhe could 
** not well tell how, but that with all her 
‘© fimplicity, fhe had been cunning enough, 
** to conceal, and harbour him all the day, 
<¢ ¢i]l night, in her bedchamber, where 
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‘Che then a¢tually was locked wp with 
‘Cher: that it was the greateft mercy in 
the world, fhe had difcovered firch 
< doings ———= that fhe ‘woult rtot ‘for 
“the world’s worth have concealed them 
“from her good lady, and that if the 
es pleated, fhe might with het own eyes 
<c fatisfy herfelf of the truth. That 
es ' fhe was fure, by the filence and darknefs 
66 in the room, as fhe could perceive through 
© the key-hole, that they were gone to 
“bed together, for fhe had taken care that 
*¢ he fhould not efcape.” 

_Whilft this recital latted, it was hard to 
fay what I felt. “Indignation, contempt, 
regret of fo much time and trouble thrown 
away on a worthlefs object, all mixed, 
and made me feel at once their blended 
imprefions, But foon no paffion was 
firanger with me, than that of curiofity, 
to which I annexed at leaft the benefit of 
undeception, one way, or another. . 

_. Derged lady Oldborough then to accept 
immediately. of her fervant’s offer, which 
the agreed to, on re-exacting from me 
a folemn promife, that: nothing fhould 
tempt me to any violence, or eclat. A pro- 
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mife, I. readily: gave her, in the fecurity 
that my rifing {corn would enable me to 
keep it. 

It was now one in the morning. Mrs. 
Borward took the lead,: with acandle, anda 
pafs-par-tout key in her hand, and directing 
us to tread foftly, marched at the head of 
the filent proceffion, lady Oldborough, 
dolefully heaning upon me, as if the ex- 
tremity of her grief, had rendered fuch 2 
fupport indifpenfably needful to her.  Af- 
ter going up the private ftairs, and paffing 
through a range of apartments, we came 
at length to that of Agnes. Our conduc- 
trefs ftole her key foftly into the doer, open- 
ed it, and let us in. 

Lady Oldborough, made me obferve, for 
I was almoft blind with the fury of my paf- 
fions, the hat and cloaths of a man, lying 
in diforder upon the chairs near the bed. 
They ferved to confirm Mre, Burward’s in+ 
formation about the perfon, as they feermed 
thofe of a plain country farmer: at this Y 
inatched pretty abruptly the light out of the 
woman’s hands, and leaving lady Oldbo~ 
rough to fuftain herfelf as well-as fhe could, 
pores towards the bed, and drew the cur- 
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tain. Agnes, the beautiful Agnes, whom 
I had thought fo innocent, lay, under the 
bed-cloaths, which covered every thing 
but her face, and hands, buried in the 
profoundeft fleep, which even added to 
her charms, -new graces. of .tendernefs and, 
and: delicacy: no!: never appeared fhe to 
my eyes more lovely, and more defpicable. 
For behold! on the fide of her, a young 
fellow; with his hand paffed under her neck, 
and clafping her as it’ were to him, lay 
fnoaring, with his eyes faft enough fhut, 
to defy the effect of the light glaring in 
them ; which I naturally attributed to the 
fatigues of bis a of the 
preceding day. 

‘I was fo enraged re at the rafcals 
anauiliey and happy pofture, that I was 
wifhing for a cane or horfewhip, juft to 
have given hima hearty remembrance of 
his good fortune of that night: I was lifting 
wp my hand, to prefent him at leaft with 
fome token of good will, when lady Old- 
‘borough ftopped me, and with a befeeching 
look, which filently put me in mind of 
my promife, drew me away gently from 
the guilty —_— and accordingly we left 

the 
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the chamber, with as much precaution as 
we had entered it. 

As foon as we had recovered the room 
in which we had fupped, lady. Oldborough, 
did not fail to value herfelf upon, as well 
as. praife me, for our command of temper.: 
She obferved, that there was no medium, 
between acting as we had done, or proceed- 
ing to fuch extremities, as they indeed de- 
ferved, but which, for fuperior refpedts, 
were better avoided; but that fhe would 
take care to pack her off inftantly, and 
not keep her difgrace at leaft within her. 
doors. 

I heard this with the utmoft unconcern. 
The fight I had juft been regaled with, had. 
on reflection inftead of adding to my in- 
dignation perfedtly cooled it. The revolu- 
tion in my fentiments towards Agnes was 
~feemingly compleat: my .contempt had 
fo thoroughly taken place, that but for 
fhame of having fo much mifemployed 
myfelf in the purfuit of her, I could have 
laughed hearty at this adventure. To 
lady Oldborough, then, who affected to afk 
my advice, by way of founding my pulfe, 
how fhe fhould proceed, I anfwered with 

the 
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the moft frozen indifference, that I did 
not pretend to experience enough, in cafes 
of this fort, to direct her ladyfhip what 
todo; that it was enough I knew «very 
welt what I was to do myfelf: but that 
fie ‘might’ depend on my fecrecy, in all 
events and confequences. _ 

‘Upon this I precipitately retreated, and 
léft lady Oldborough in fome confternation, 
at the tone I took it in; fhe who had 
probably counted on being a gainer, by 
all that was detracted from Agnes. But 
fhe had overfhot her mark; for now full of 
the moft determinate deteftation, and con- 
tempt of them both, I quitted the houfe, 
with a fixed refolution, never to fet my 
foot in it again. 

" E was not indeed very juftifiable for thus 

_ involving -beth; on thefe appearances, in 
| my renunciation, but the whole of the 
part I had fuffered my paffion to prevail on 
me to aét, now appeared to me in fo ri- 
diculous, and ‘even criminal a light, that 
I could not well bear the thoughts of ei- 
ther, fo that now the deftrudtion of my 
defires, became a fort of reafon to me, or 
ris aa the place of it. 
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The hext corning F received a letter 
from lady Oldbérough acquainting: me 
with having that’ inflant fene Agnes away, 
to do penitence in the moutitains of Wales, 
after fuch a connivance at her gallant’s’ 
getting off, as fhe fuppofed we had agreed: 
on, as the beft falvo. The letter con+ 
cluded with an intimation how welcome 
a vifit would be, to comfort het for her’ 
affiGtion, on this o¢eafion. 

But fhe could not have’ applied to a 
perfon on earth lefs difpofed, after what 
had happened, to’ afford her confolation. 
Unmoveable then In my refolves, I fene 
her an anfwer, fuch as was fit to cut off 
all further commierce; and on receiving,’ 
and fending back unopened, feveral confe- 
quential letters from her, I arrived at dif- 
embaraffing myfélf from an affair, which 
was grown highly difzuftful to me, and 
in which I was not foon to know how much 
and how bafely I'had been abufed. 

It was not till fome months after, that 
lady Oldborough, upon the marrizge of Ag- 
nes in the country to a gentleman of worth 
dfid honour, in favour of which this pa- 
tronefs of hers had parted with a very 

confi- 
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| confiderable fum, compleated the repara- 
tion fhe owed her, by fending. me, (for 
I conftantly refufed to fee her) an authen- | 
tic, and -well attefted narrative of the de- . 
ception which had been practifed upon me, — 
and which, I was ultimately not forry for, 
as time and other. objects had favoured my. 
difengagement, and as it juftified me fo am- 
ply to myfeif for my ufage of . lady Oldbo- 
rough, which as it happened had no other . 
fault but that of not being bad enough. 
The truth, ‘in fhort, was, that the 
whole of my difcovery of Agnes and her 
pretended gallant, was a device, and that, 
a coarfe one enough employed : on any but, 
a novice, and framed and executed by lady 
Oldborough, and her worthy confidante, 
The perfon in bed with Agnes was a lufty 
country- girl, picked out, and difguifed for 
the purpofe, and equally innocent with her 
of their hellith defigns upon us;. as they 
were both thrown into that deep fleep, 
which had deceived me, by the common 
operation of drugs, given them for that 
effect, it is eafy to imagine how the reft 
came to be artfully difpofed, as the hat 
and cloaths, and hour of the night. | 
Ta 
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In the mean time, lady Oldborough, 
whether by her own fuggeftions, or by 
conjectures naturally enough combined, 
reaped even honour from my defertion, and 
the fending away of Agnes. It was pre- 
fently whifpered about, that finding my 
affiduities began to grow too ferious, and 
to alarm her for her charge, fhe had not 
only broke off her acquaintance with me, 
but fent Agnes very difcreetly out of 
harm’s way. For my part, I was far from 
being forry that the ftory took this turn: 
I had even good-nature enough to encou- 
rage it, as moft certainly, when the inte- 
reft of my paffions did not miflead me, it 
was not in my nature to be ungenerous to 
the fex, or to make an ill ufe of any fe- 
crets I came at, in the courfe of my com- 
merce With it. 


END of the seconp PART. 
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HERE is nothing like a difap- 
 pointment, for throwing one into 

the arms of philofophy for confo- 

lation. The baulk I had met with 

in my defigns upon Agnes, had heartily mor- 
tificd me, thcugh perhaps not more than 
the confcioufnefs of my rare fuccefs with 
lady Oldborough, whom I now heartily de- 
tefted, with a lefs reafon, than I was then 
fenfible of her defervirg. Yet my covlnefs 
on the difcovery had been only a tempo- 
rary illufion, in which my pride had helped to 
{mother my vexation, even to myfelf. But 
when I was alone my rage returned upon me 
with tenfold violence, and as foon as I 
got home, -I relieved: it by a copious ex- 
pectoration of fpleen, which I vented, in 
a 
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a ranting foliloquy, againft the fex. And 
then ulone it was, that I forgot Lydia, 
purely that { might‘not too pofitively involve 
her in the fulmination of my general cenfures. 

‘¢ The women were.all, ay that they were, 
nothing but living magazines of levity, art, 
and folly. The only wife were thofe, who 
Dy treating with them, merely on the foot 
_of their fubferviency to their owa pleafure, 
without ever fuffering it to be in their power 
to give them a moment’s pain, preferved 
their great character of fuperiority. The 
complaints of being made fools of by them 
ought to begin at home.” 

Thefe ravings, with fome {craps of po- 
etry, theatrically tattered away, and which 
were certainly not panegyrics upon a fex, 
“whofe power never ftands more fenfibly 
confeft, than in thefe impotent fallies of 
yage, and railing, eafed, and compofed 
me into the moft philofophical ferenity, 
As my paffion too had. ever been of & na- 
ture to break in.upon my reft, a few hours 
fleep | reftored me fo perfectly, that I wa 


ked in po other difpofition, than looking. 


out for a new miftsefs, with whom to re 
pair my lofs of time and ¢roubk. | 
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I was then fo thoroughly humbled, that I 
was once more determined.to take the rea 
dieft ; a difpofition in which however.my na- 
tural impatience, and the love of an eafy 
fatisfaQtion of my fenfes, ad fome thare: 
my fenfes, I fay, which I was fure were al- 
ways true to me, whatever the favourite ob- 
jes of them: might be. I made it then 
with myfelf a point of juftice not to punith 
them for what was not their fault. 

I was full of this commodious cafuiftry, 
when Mervile came to pay me @ morning- 
vifit. I faw him with the more pleafure, as 
I had undergone lefs raillery from him, for 
my attachment to Agnes, than I was fen- 
fible I well deferved. He propofed to me 
then a party of pleafure, for the evening, at 
one of ‘the moft celebrated houfes in town, 
for the accommodation of {uch travellers as 
are bound on voyages td the land pf. love, 
and who are not over curious of what bot- 
toms they venture upon, provided they are 
trim veflels, and: pleafing to the eye. As 
there is then no infurance-office, yet erec- 
ted, for the fecunity.of thofe adventurers, ef- 
pecially. againft the cafe of poifoned retuins, 
which often wins them to. make difagree- 

able 
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able quarentines; every one runs perfonally his 
ewn rifque. Mervile was himfelt an admirable 
pilot;..not.only as he knew the chart per- 
feAlly well, but as he was defended by his 
experience, from embarking farther than 
was confiftent with his fafety. No man 
befides bad. ever declared a higher contempt 
for all the falfe, and, infipid: delights of this 
courfe than himfelf. Nor was it inconfif- 
tent with. his regard for me, to engage me 
once, in fuch a party, if but to give mea 
right, from my own perfonal obfervation, 
to fhare with him the honour of holding 
them as cheap as he did. 

I the readier came into his fcheme, as I 
was now Clearly difengaged from Agnes, 
the myftery of which I fuppreffed to Mer- 
vile, as much out of pride, as from any 
point of honour. _ 

We parted on the terms of my. accepting 
his. engagements, and met agai that even- 
ing at the.Play, after which we proceeded 
to finifh the remains of the night, to one of 
thofe fhambles in the neighbourhood, in 
which, with a barbatifm of tafte {carce.in- 
ferior to that of the canni balmarkets, hu- 
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and the terms of the craft generally ufed to 
put off the goods to their cuftomers, or cheap- 
ners, aré fo nearly thofe of a carcafe-but- 
cher, that one may reafonably enough deduce 
from them the affinity of thefe genteel trades. 
‘6 See here! my mafters! here is a charm- 
ing piece of flefh! oh this is a delicate 
morfel for the fpit! here is a fubftance to 
cut up, fo juicy, fo meaty, fo. young, 
frefh out. of the country, none of your over- 
driven cattle, neither handled, tainted, nor 
fly-blown ; plump, white, and lovingly 
worth your money :”’ with the reft of the 
puff in this ftyle, or rather not quite {fo de- 
ticate.. —_ : | 

Our company confifted of lord Mervite, 
and befides myfelf, three more, the duke 
of ————», lord Melton, and Harry Burr. 

The party was made upon the duke of 

’s lofing a fupper upon a wager : the 

Icene of payment was fettled by his adver- 

fary, and the plan of it left to Mervile, 

who was to bring who he pleafed with him. 

The duke of — befides the illuttra- 

tions common to him with the reft of the no- 

bility, was diftinguifhed by that of having with 
the fortune of a prince, the foul of an.ufurer, 
a M and 
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anil of exhibiting the rare petfonage of a young 
hunks. ‘“Fhus his only virtue, frugality, was 
an. arrant irpofition on fuperficial jade 
tnehts, and. was at bottom the meaneft of 
viées, finte, it was far from wéaririg the 
 -Pemulae-air of that worthy oeconomy, which 
_ 4s tot to be fafely or commondably neglected, 
even with the préateft effates. His parfi- 
“ahotty wes vifibly the: dirtivit avarice, added 
td all the ‘ether ‘impeftineneties. and follies 
that diffiotidur the commonalty of theft of his 
rank. If he-paid his tradeftnen ready mottey, 
ft was not frof principle, or tendérhefs dite 
~ to all trading induftry, but mmerety as that 
rarity gave him a fort of title to fcrew trem 
up to hatder terris. The ittatingenvent of 
his houfhold, all breathed more the nar- 
rewitefs of his foul, than that fpirit of ordet 


dnd regulation, which it is even a point of 


tafte ta eftabifh in a family. Even the 
pltafures of the fex, whith were never to 
him ‘more thati the gratifications of # putely 
dnimel inftinet, ia whith his ¢hainmet -ot 
potter obferved as much delicacy as his 
- Grace, could trot in the foftef® moments 
antock the gripe of‘his contea&ted heart, ard 
ices Swids ‘conmonty than ‘férles of his 

fordid- 
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fordidnefs and brutality to his miftreffes, who 
were conftautly ill ufed and ill paid by him. 
Conformable however to his manners, was 


the coarfenefs of his appetite, whieh coinci- 
ded delicioufly with his darling penury, by 


directing his choice in his amours to the 
cheapeft objects ; thofe in fhort lefs likely to 


prove expenfive to him, than ina rank of 


life nearer his own level. The public opi- 


nion of a character, fo little refpectable as 


his was, could not efcape even his own 


_knowledge of it; but befides that the fa- 
ving half a crown, would have proved at 


any time a fpecific confolation to him, un- 
der the united cenfure of mankind, he had 
naturally a moft ferene infenfibility upon 


that head. Not indeed that noble carelef;- 


nefs of it, which proceeds from a confciouf- 
nefs of right, but from that contempt of 
reputation, which conftantly goes with the 
contempt of virtue. 

Then friends he had neither the tafte te 
Telith, the merit to créate, nor indeed the 
impudence to expeét. He modeftly con- 
seated himfelf with giving that name to 
_thofe. muck- flies, which fwarm rpund any © 
dung: hill eminence. 
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Contrafled to this character, in, perhaps, 
as indefenfible an extream was that of lord 
Melton, to whom the wager had been loft. 
He had not been above three years emanci- 
pated by the death of a rigorous father, who 
had kept him under a reftraint much fitter 
to inflame, than moderate, the natural im- 
petuofity of youth, and drive it- headlong 
down the flowery ‘precipice of pleafure, on 
the firft {nap of the curb. And accordingly 
as he came at once to the full poffeffion of 
his liberty and eftate, he laid about him like 
a fury unchained, and let loofe upon the 
town. Void of all experience of the world, 
and an enemy to all advice, the phyfical 
tafte of which frogn the manner in which he 
had been drenched with it, he could never 
after endure; his fine perfon became the 
prey cf every drab, that would potfon his 
blood, and drain him in every fenfe ; and his 
purfe the refource of every fharper of every 


rank, ae confidgring it as his property, 


made no ff ruple of taking his own wherever 
he found it. In fo fhort a time then he 


had irretrievably foundered his eftate and 


conftitution. His‘ eftate, in taftelefs, filly 
profufions, which had produced him no re- 
) turn 
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turn but ridicule from thofe who were en- 


-riched by them: his conftitution, in one 


continued fucceffion of excefies. ‘Thus by 
too greedy a grafp at pleafures, he had really 
tafted none, fo conftantly did any enpy- 
ment in view, cut the throat of the one, in’ 
atual poffeffion. In the arms of one mif- 
trefs, he was lefs fenfible to the prefent joy, 
than to his wifhes for another in perfpec- 
tive, fo that he could never gratify his defires 
for the obtrufion of new ones, which kept 

deriding him, like the horizon, that flies for _ 
ewer before the approaches to it. He had: 
aimed at the character of a voluptuary, and: 
fell fo fhort of it, as to be nothing more than - 
one of thofe debauchees, thofe woeful fons 
of pleafure, of which one fees fo many 


- fearcely living obje&s, about town, who with 


pale jaundiced faces, hectic conftitutions, and 
reduced legs, preach from example the vir- 
tue of temperance, ftronger than whole li- 
braries of fermons, or morality.. 

As for Harry Burr, this facetious gentle- 
man was one, who having very foolifhly — 
fpent a fmall income of his own, by affocia-. 
ting with young fellows of fuperior for- 
tune, and by that means bought his experi- 
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ence of the brittenefe of thote friendthips — 


founded upon a bawdy-houfe acquaintance; 
was OW grawn wife encugh to make the 
moft of the prefent minutes, and lived by re- 
prizals on the rifing‘’rakes,‘and by which 
means he had sade fome of them refund bis 
loffes by their fathers. He poffeffed then {fo 
thoroughly all that branch of town-know- 
ledge, which centers nearly in the rounds of 
Covent-garden, that no party of debauchery 
was efteemed a compleat one, without his 
cempirolierfhip, and prefence at it. The 
bawds accounted with him, the gemecfters 
fee’d, the whores courterl, atid the waiters 
refpeéied ‘hig. In Chart he. was she beau 
Nw of all thet imphrbant pravinee. 
He had taken Jord Meksoh under, dus :protec- 
tion from his &rft launch ixito the reinaus 
extravegancies of the sows, and had taken 
efpecia) care, that no one fhould impofe vpon 
him, withaut his coming in for a competent 
fhare of the piHage. With segard to this 
perfon, my coxcombry was of great advan- 
tage, as the infolence, and haughtinels, which 
made a part of its compolition, ferved me to 
awe, and Ker hint at a diftance. 

Ie 
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Te was is thiscompany however that I'was 
deftined.tamake my firft campaiga of this fort 
in form.. Foy though I bad had feveral parties 
of gallantry: at my little pkeafure-lodge, with 
not the mof ftreight laced of women, they fad 
been always-conducted witha fpiritof decency 
and oxder, unknown to the ehackney -feraglios. 

As foon as we were let into our affembly- 
yoom, the patronefs pf the houfe waddled in, 
and weloomed us with 4 moft naufeous fami 
avity, chucking one under the chia, and 
flapping another on the fhoubder, with all 
that coarfe, vulgar Ayle of freedom, fo fit to 
open 2 man’s eyes on the level he Jets him- 
felf down to ia fuffering. it frem thofe crea- 
tures. Then, Dick, Harry, Tom, were all 
ber forms of compellation, accompanied 
with a filly, hollow hugh, which fhe meant 
for an eaxpreffion of joy. 4' So, my kill- 
** bucks, you are come I fee,-—---~it is an 
age fince you have darkened my doors— 
“4 ah! rogues, I have gor fuch goods——— 
** fuch rofes and lillies——= none ef your 
** rotten regiment-———but where the de 
*§ wil did you pet this ‘young fmooth face? 
s¢ T never faw him before [meaning me] is 
“ he come to lofe his maidenhead here? 
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** ads me, if that is the cafe, I have his match 
** to a hair,————- a4 girl: wirhan eye like 
*‘-a floe, and a hip-as hard as a gréen.apple.: 
** She will do for him, my. life on’t.’? .~ 
This greeting, joined. to. the figure it 
came from, drew a laugh from. me, in 
which fhe was too profs of fenfe-to diftin- 
guifh contempt: from approbatian. . I beg- 
ged her however to. keep her hands ‘off me, 
the fat and oilinefg of which gave me no re- 
lith to the touch of them. And, to fay the 
truth, thjs majeftic dame was no exception 
to the general rule of thofe of her vocation, 
who break as. naturally into fopgynefs, and 
corpulence, as the reft of the publican tribe, 
which may be one reafon too, why their. fan- 


fations of pleafure being buried in. their fat, . 


they can the more. quietly: manage the duties 
of their fynétion, and fee with lefs pain their 
old perfonal cuftomers go by their doors.. 
Yet, one would naturally enough imagine, 
that thefe fuperannuated fuffocks fhould con- 
fult their intereft fo far as to keep as much 
out of fight as poffible, if but to,ftave off an 
idea that cannot but be unfavourable to their 
trade ; the idea, that the pupils: whom, they 
produce as objects of. pleafure, fhould be of 
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the fame fpecies as themfelves, and muft, if. 
not cut fhert by difeafes, or accidents, as 
naturally come into that form of being, as 
young pickpockets grow up into purrs 
kers and highwaymen.. 

_ As for mother Sulphur, which was-a name 
de guerre, givert her by one of her cufto- | 
mers, and the propriety of which had faf- 
tened it upon her: there could be nothing 
even more fhocking, or difguftful than her 
appearance, Qnly imagine a tartar-phiz, 
begrimed witb powder, and fweat, that 
could not however conceal the coarfenefs of 
a dun fkin; a mob, that with all its pinke 
ribbons, was forced to give way, all round,. 
to the impatience of confinement of ftiff, 


brifthng, grizaly locks, every hair of which 


was as thick.as a pea-ftraw ; then this gorgon- 
head was funk between her two fhoulders, . 
and carried in mock ftate, fomething in. 


the ftyle of the crown and cufhion ; de-. 
Acending from which bleffed landfkip, to. 
.where the creafes and plaits of her breaft 
triumphed over all the.dirt and cerufe that 


encrufted it, the fight, if not-the fcent, was. 
feafted with two pailfuls, at leaft, of ube- 
xous fiefh, which had outgrown the fize, 
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and neisher in hue and confiftenge deferved 
the names of breafts. I go no lower then 
a bufte defcription for the fake of nice ftom 
machs, But as her whole figure was of a 
piece with this fketch, it will be eafy fos 
an imagination, unwilling .to lofe any part, 
to fupplement the whole of this lovely origi- 
nal. It was however, more natural to tke 
fuch a fcare-pleafure for a prie@efs of Diana, 
than a minifter of the Cyprian queen, The 
fight of her was at leaft enough to lay in a 
month’s provifion ef chaftity. 

Lord Mervile, who had: had the arrange- 
ment of this party left to him, to the vifible 
difeomfert of Harry Burr, who looked upoa 
him, for that time, as an ufurper upon his 
jurifdiGtion, afked her, how trade went on: 
fhe, thanked heaven, never better, and that, 
for her part, fhe was fatisfied ; fhe had a 
neighbour’s fhare. She did not doubt, -if 
the Lord was pleafed to dfefs her, but that 
fhe fhould have, before long, one of the gen- 
teeleft bawdy-houfes in town. I was grow- 
ing fick of her cant, when Mervile, who 
faw how I fuffered, fell to afking her what 
forwatdnefs the difpofitions were in that he 
’ had given her dire&tions about. “Ay, fays 
fhe 


ia 


_ 


a CoxcoMes. a5r 
fhe, tentlemen, if you would always give a 
body orders in fuch good time, you might 
be better ferved, and to be fure, Ihave for 
this bout done my beft to oblige you. Upon 
this, Mervile, defired her to fend in, toge- 
ther with the girls, the largeft bowl of ar- 
rack punch in her houfe, to which fhe figni- 
fied her ready obedience, by a gracious nod, 
a frightful grin of joys and difencumbered 
the room. 

Prefently entered, with the liquor ofde- 
red, a fellow, or kind of tybum-fmart fi- 
gure, in the double quality of a waiter, and 
mafter of ceremonies to the Ladies. The 
otd wortran had had her inftractions, and 
there were five befpoke for our ‘entertain- | 
ment. Accordingly they whifked into the 
room, with that uncefemonious familiarity, 
which breaks out in a hilly giggte, and half- 
curtefies. Harry Burr, whom lord Mer- 
vile’s requeft had reftored to his ufual fuper- 
ntendanee, refumed his funtion with great 
invportenee of dignity and afpeet. He pre- 
fented then the gitls to the company with 2 
gracious {mile of protection, and affured’ us” 
upon his werd and boner, which was, tpon — 
Grefe occafiens, 23 aathentic at & ba of 

| M 6 health, 
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health, that thefe were all frefh, and. founds 
piecess and at the firft of their appearance - 
in that. charaéier, and that he would pafs . 
for them. all, partly, upon his own now-. 
ledge, and_ partly on. the venerable mother. 
Sulphur’s afflurance, who, he was. certain, 
durft not impofe upon him, Or bjs..come. 
pany ! 

The truth;is that they were all very young, 
and very pretty figures. The oldeft was.not, 
twenty. Their drefs too was. that of drabs 


of diftin@tion, and-fuch as became, the high-.. 


rank of .a houfe of the.firft note. in .town ;. 
yet,, all their_finery hada .certain paultry, 
patchwork, frippery air; and a dafh of the, 
tawdry-fine,. which could not. efcape any, 
ene, the leaft acquainted with the drefs of. 
real high life, with which. thefe creatures, 
have fo often to boaft momentary connex-., 
ions, and.in which they are however fo far, 
from catching tbe. air of it, that nothing. 
ever betrays their invincible ftrangenefs to: 
‘it, than. when they attempt it, and miftake, 
flippancy, and. pertnefs, for eafe, antl free- 

dom, | 
Some of them had befides, towards re- 
pairing the jll effects of their night vigils on 
their 


e 
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tlicir complexion tricked it up with fome, 

red, but fo coarfely, that it was difcerned, 

. with half an eye, and gaye them fuch a fi-- 

\ nifhed look of. their trade, as was far from, 

: being the advantage to them for which they 
meant it. | 

For my own part, I'who was then, too. 

vain, toa infolent, and too prefuming, on my, 


‘ perfon, to debafe- it.to the embraces. of thefe 
“ devotees. to tlie’ public debauchery, who 
- raifed in me only fentiments of compaffion, 


- and none.of pleafure, I could perufe their 
é charms with perfeét impunity. I confidered 
“ them as the. unhappy viCtims of indigence ; $. 
, as the objects, in fhort, of.charity, more 
than of defire. . I wondered, how fuch fi- 
gures could pafs, not indeed upon country- 
: bumpkins, apprentices, lawyer’ s clerks, and. 
: the like, but upon young fellows of fortune, 
, fafhion, and fpirit. I, could not conceive, 
' by what infatuation, fome of the firft rank. 
, in the kingdom could fink their tafte of 
pleafure, into fcenes of it, too low for de- © 
{cription, and rake for their delights in the ° 
finks of the ftews. Surely, if women of 
true wofth, and diftinction, were. to con- 
— who thofe wretches are, they are fo 
often 
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often ficrificed to, the excefS of the dif- : 


proportion would prove their confolation. 


They would difdain to. regret, any ‘fo low of — 
tafte, as to’ content ‘thémielves with fuch 
carrion-quarry. -Unfortunate'creatures ! at 


once the fport, and {corn of thofe who deal 


with them, and’ who well know, that for 


the moft part, ‘thefe flaves of neceffity are 
obliged to feign and forge joy, in 1 order to 
give joy. 

‘Tt was then but ‘natural for me, with 
- thefe fentiments, to acquiefce with the ut- 
moft eafe, in the diftribution of thefe fair 
ones, to their owners, for the night. There 
was thén no. {crambling for them. ‘The 
duke of ————=,, with an air of authority 
and eagernefs that I was much more difpo- 
' fed to laugh at than refent, laid claim to his 


dutchefs, who was neither the handfomeit, 
nor ‘appeared to be over-inuch exalted, or 


pleafed with the preference. She new his 
Grace. Lord Melton, waited for Burr’s fig- 
nal of diftinétion, before he would venture 
to throw his handkerchief: though, if he 


was not bélied, he was fo far broke down, 


that a nun might have picked it up without 
eflentially endangering her vows, Lord 
. . Mer- 


f 
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Marvile, upow mine, and Burr’s refufal of 
precedence, for expedition fake took the 
one next him s after which Burr, with the 
matt naufeous bunaility, and dehyning felf-. 
denial, farced me to make 2 choice, which I 
lee drop with unaffatted cerelefinels, on, evi- 
dently, the leaft amiable of the twa left, 
deubtlefs, to se wp fall inward diverflon 
ef fa great a connoifleur, whe could rat keep: 
the pity of my tate to bimfelf 2a far as his 
lonks ¢ould betray it. _Mervile alone cone 
firved me right, aad took the frit opportu- 
nity to tell me.f. As for the gis], whe 
fell to Burr’s fapre, the made fuch a face, aa 
one may fuppofe of 8 captain of a privatder, 
when he falls in with ane of his own trade, 
where be expedrd a Spanifh gaileon. Our 
being thus pairad, threw however a fort of 
estes in:a our aflembly, and every ane of 
us behaved at keaft, as if we liked each ous 
partner. I wat not come there to give my- 
felf the airs of a young Cato, and went of 
eourfe with. the current. A compliance, 
which was not only dus to my knowledge 
of life, but neceffary to my views of making 
the right ule of Senes, in which J fhauld have 
mere my tate for eter a te 

ve 
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have found a pleafure. Every thing went 
fmoothly on. The girls began their ufual 
parts. They acted gaiety, in the way on 


earth the leaft fit-to infpire it, and pretended: 


a fondnefs, which confidering the motives of 
tt, could. not: be returned with Sonne 
enough. 


Mervile, who was, in his fits of ania: | 


as malicious as a monkey, obferving that his 
Dear hummed an air, then in vogue at one 
of the gardens, was barbarous enough to-take 
the hint, and afked her to fing. for the diver- 
fion.of the company 3 which fhe was fo good 
as to comply with, after the ufual forme 
and primaces, as. ‘* laud, fhe wondered any 
‘© body could of all things defire her to fing,— 
- fhe had got-a fad cold, to be fure,-—the 
** would however endeavour to pleafure the 
“ company,”—then primming up,: fhe. fet 
out with a fquawl that kept me.on the rack 


the whole unmerciful length of 2 fad fong, . 


at the end of which, Mervile had the impu- 
dence to cry out.bravo! and his grace, en- 


tranced to the. point of repenting his not. 


having chofen her, ancore’d it, upon which 
encouragement, the poor girl, was on. the 

ca of renewing per complaifance, at our 
7 expence 
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expence,.when Mervile, in whom compaf= 
fon began ‘to take its turn, eluded the fe- 
cond,torture, by obferving that it was crueF 
t6 take the advantage: of fo much fweéetnefs 
and.,condefcenfion; and fuccteded i in ften- 
cing her, by dint of compliments. ” 

But who can paint, or who would wifh to 
fee painted, all the follies and nonfenfe of 
thip-motley affémbly, bad-warm, and worfe 
cold 2 the Juft-toying of ‘the men, and the 
repulfive ‘.falfefondiing ‘ofthe women, or; 
what was yet more naufeating, that fort of 
mock modefky which thefe fometimes af- 
fect, hecaufe they-are often told that modefty 
pleafed our fex, and which becomes them yet 
worfe than the moft abandoned impudence : 
as.allart, when it is not exact enough to be 
miftaken for nature, is fure to turn doubly 
. to the difadvantage of thofe who employ it. 
Who does not hate impofture ?. or not exs 
pee to. find it-in them.’ . ; 

After 2 little time. thus fpent in’ : thefe 
preliminaries, the chat, by Mervile’s ma- 
gagement,: landed at length, on a. queftion 
commonly enough propofed, ‘* How came 
“* you firft upon the town, my dear?”? and 
a iuia which they are generally prepared 

for, 


pe 
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for, and take fpecial care ta have. a.moving 
flory,'ready ¢vt and dry, in which they Riek 
all the Jyes that tpay be: whtdut do, chem, ‘with- 
gut-fuppneffing fuch trughs:ashmay'not‘ehfh 
with their defgss, or which may fprend over 
the whole a colour of probability. 
_ One wasthe daughter ofa: reverend -cler- 
gyman, who had brought up.a:numerous fax — 
mily.in teo gentecl.a why; ahd being-Jeft defti- 
tute by, his death, ‘fhe was ‘betrayed intd thie 
courfe, ay a wénian who pretended herfelf a 
friend te the fanaily. She had never thought 
to have {cen the day! and endeavoured to 
Souceze, & few dzops,: that. Seren ekafed 
coming to her afiftanae, :: 
 Dpen-this; I could nok ee ebletving, 
tbat ‘the girl, smo: was devolved to: my 
fhare, was -eadeavouring to ftifle a. titer, 
and, by the way, though the ieaft pretty of 
the Siva, éhé appeared the. archeft, and shoft 
fenfible of them. J:afked her what ftraw it 
was. that ‘tickled her: apon ‘this’ occafion. 
She whifpered we as conveniently as the 
could manage .it, that that uafortunate 
daughter of a reverend clerpynan, had, to 
ber cértain knowledge; no other refation t6— 
tbe. oes but. being taken off the fteps 
| of 
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St. Gearge’s parch, Hanever-fquare, (where 
fhe was loitering for want.of a lodging, and 
eat up with the itch). by one of her quon~ 
dam: jandladys, whe feeing this girl with 3 
pretty face, and tolerable fhape, had taken her 
home, wafhed, purified, and cloatbed her, 
by which means {fe became after a fubaltern 


— courfe of proftitution in her houfe to balf 


the town, qualified for the preferment, the 
was now raifed to, in this ftately bawdy- 
houfe. | 

As the queftion went round, they had 
all fome very tragical circumftance to relate 
of their family, and of the rogue that had be- 
trayed and left. them; upon all which my 
peculiar had fome arch comment or re- 
mark, ‘till it came to hey own turn, whey 


‘fhe faid,-very naturally ; ‘« Gentlemen, if 


*¢ you have any curiofity concerning me, J 
“‘ hope you will be fo good to fifpend it, 
$© "till my ftery is made too ; at prefent, J 
“* have mgt one ready, unlefs you will be 
‘© sentented-with the plain truth, which is, 
** that] am the daughter of an honeft chair- 
‘© man, and as fon as J came of age.to feel 
** defires, having no education to awe, and 


- 6c infruc me of the danger af humour- 


‘* ing them, I honeftly gave way to their 
‘* force, 


- 
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*¢ and was foon let into the great fecret, by a 
** young prentice in our neighbourhood, 
ve cones which, after various adventures, F 
*< ‘came at length to harbour here.” Upon 
this. ingenuous confeffion, her companions 
frowned, the men laughed, and probably did. 
nat think a whit the worfe of her for it. 
~ I was, however, amidft all this entertain- 
ment, and repeated.obfervations, ** how merry 
we were” growing into the moft wearifome 
impatience, when the waiter coming in, re- 
lieved me, with the news of fupper being 
upon table, which was no farther welcome, 
than as it promifed me, at the leaft, the di- 
verfifying our dulnefs. 
We adjourned ‘theri to the fapper-room, 
‘where we found the table covered with the 
moft exquifite viands, in the preparation of 
which, all the refinements of modern cook- 
ery had been exhaufted, all the foreign deli- 
cacies had been made to contribute, and all 
the feafons had’ been forced. The wines 
-wefe proportionably rich, and chofen. Bur- 
gundy, Champaign, Silleri, Aix, and Tokay, 
were profufely ready at call, as Mervile, 
who had traced the plan of this entertain- 
ment, took care to fignify to us.. Upon 
which; 
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which, I was nota little diverted at feeing 
the duke of change his colour to a 
filly pale. He had, as before obferved, loft 
a fupper at difcretion to lord Melton, wha 
had agreed to refer the arbitration, and ma- 
nagement of it to Mervile. The duke 
had come into this the readier, as that being 
afhamed to name a fum, as fmall as he could 
have wifhed the payment ftinted to it ; he 
was in hopes, that Mervile would have beha- 
ved in the affair, like any of his own ftewards, 
who knew his averfion to expence, and 
would have accordingly made court to his 
reigning paffion.. But, Mervile, who had 
no more refpect for him,: than his perfonal 
charaéter deferved ; had propofed to himfelf 
great joy, in giving him the fret, by this . 
piece of innocent and meritorious perfidy, 
He had then ftudioufly fpared no article of 
the moft expenfive luxury, | which his own 
perfect knowledge of every branch, could 
fuggeft to him, towards inflaming the rec- 
koning, the great no-jeft of which to the 
duke of was, thathe by this means 
gave a mifer’s feaft, without ane the me- 
rit of giving it. 


' We 
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‘We tdok our places then, with no other 
iefpect to rank or otder, than every one 
placing his fair partner next him ; when it 
was not the leaft part of the treat to me, to 
obferve tlie girls, fome of them, giving fairly 
way to the impulfe of their appetites, and 
falling on as ravenoufly as a ftarved carter, 
whilit the others acted the delicates, and-eat 
fo divinely !_ picking of firall bones fo pretti+ 
ly! to preferve their fhapes, a nicety which 
they however immediately renounced 2 
foon as they found, that we took no notice 
of them. And it was not long before theit 
repletion with éating and drinking, heigh- 
tened their good humours, to ‘a point.that 
threatened an excefs of it. ‘The wine efpe- 
cially had begun its ufual operation of {ubfti- 
ting lincerity to falfity, nature to art. The 
female tongues had now acquired fach a volux 
bility, that in the heceility of giving a loofe to 
them, ‘and ‘being put bye all the guards of 
their Tittle cunning, they began to fhew themn- 
Telves in their original true chara@tets, and 
drop their mafks and bridtes. It was then, 
that ‘occafiondlly they came ont with forne 
 gaths, that favoured of the liberties of a:guard- 
room, or produced fome flowers of the fith- 
| market, 


| 
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- «masket, or Covent-gardes: freedoms which 
are fo far fron turning of fome ftomachs, 
. that they ate welcomed as provecatives by 
-  fome debauchees of the firft rank. | 
» We -Wete vhtnin thé height of this mife- 
.. Fable silrth, wiert. the fadden apparition of 
- mother Sulphur ergroffed: our attention. 
- She had boanced into the room, almoft 
«+  unobferved, ’till with a gefture that demand- 
; ed ftéence, fe obtained an audience from 
+ our éxtlofity to Khow the-meaning of this ir- 
“ ruption. _ 
) “+ Géndlemen, (fays fhe, with an impu- 
« $8 dencé peculiar to all of her vocation, and 
-- § whieh they take for a grace the more) Ibeg 
4 §* pardon for difturbing you, but I have fuch 
: ‘San excufe! well! to be fure you are in 
“© Juck! 1 have fach a bargain this inftant 
‘6 put into my hands; a ‘pure antoucthed 
: *-virgins I wilt put my hand into the fire 
< “© wpon ie; and as I can light of no good 
‘© thing, that Iam not willing to communi- 
cate to my friends, I would not delay 
% piving ‘this donourable comipany the prefe- 
“rence “of the offer. She i3 but this in- 
st Rant comet té my Houle, ‘and it is with a 
deal to do, that T have managed fo as to 
. “* pet 


we 
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<‘ get her. Now, gentlemen, you ate to 


<< agree.amongft yourfelves, which fhall be - 


“the happy man. We fhall not difagree 
46 about the price, There is not. a fober 
sé fubftantial citizen but would shink fuch a 
.6© maidenhead dog-cheap at. an. hundred 
“¢ pieces ; and | afk you no more than fifty. 
se have a confcience, that I have :: fay the 
« word, my heroes,. and the is:yours, upon 
as honour. It is ng bargain, if you do not 
“ like her. See. for love, and buy, for 
“s money.”’ 

Every one of us, however before provided, 
with each his bird ‘of paradife, appeared, at 
leaft,, alert, and alive, at the propofal of .a 
‘new face, and a maid too. The. a 
fions, however, were different: 

"The duke of - -, who loved nea 
fure, but loved is ‘money yet better, had 
pricked up his ears at the beginning, and 
hung them down again at the mention of 
the price. 

~ Lord Melton fucked it in 1 the greedief, 
and as he had hardly ever received a favour 
from any woman, that he had not been foon 
after obliged to run and. make | a confidence 
of to the do€or, was, fo kega on the open- 
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ing to him of a fafe enjoyment, that he 
feemed to have forgot his prefent phyfical 
incapacity for it. 

Lord Mervile betrayed no great eagernefe 
~ to clofe with a propofal of this nature, from 
his being ofed to confider them in a = 

problematical light. . 

As for Burr, whofe fenfations were worn 
~ put, and to whom thefe proffers were no 
novelties, and, generally, preconcerted with 
him, he fhewed no more concern than was in 
character for one to exprefs, who was a pil- 
- lar of the piazzas. 
For me, as I had no relifh for any of the 
prefent objects, I was delighted with the 
3 thoughts of a new one, and my curiofity 
adding .its {pur to that of the wine in my 
head, [ feconded the good old lady’s motion, 
with the utmoft zeal. 

Upon Burr’s dechning then, and giving 
up all pretenfions, with a modefty which 
sade us all laugh, the point to be decided, 
was, which of us four fhould have the firft 
cut of the haunch. Mervile infifted, as he. 
told me afterwards, purely to yield up his 
right to me, if the prize fell to his fhare ; 
but, in fort, after a few difcuffions of means — 

N to 
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+o adjuft the precedence, we agreed to draw 


‘cuts. Wedid fo, and the.benefit-ticket fell to 


me: upon which I received the complimente 


" of all the company, except of the poor girl 
- who had been‘ deftined to me for the night, 


But I immediately confulted her confolation, 
in the moft {pecific manner, by putting 2 


| purfe ‘nto her hands, which could not fail 


to have its due weight, fince there were 
above twenty pieces in it; as I thought 
myfelf bound in confcience to pay, fince 


it was no fault of hers, the fine, for what I | 


did not do, as.old men pay it for what they 
cannot do. / 

Upon this, the old lady rolled out of i 
yoom, to bring in the candidate for initia 


tion; it having been ‘unwerfally pre-refolved. 


upon, that we fhould all fee her: a point 
which I was now rather pleafed with, as it 
humoured the vanity I took in the. prefe- 
rence, and wasn courfe not forry of having 


| 
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ate, ¢ 
it by 
it, 
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witnefles to my little triumph, ‘It was true, rn | 
J owed it to chance; but what of that! be & 
does not chance prefide more in matter of 4 


choice made by women than any thing elfe? 


egg 


and chance for chance, perhaps, the way of ‘hi 


general, 


drawing cuts, would not fucceed worfe, i8 Xqy 
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-; peneral, than what we daily fce in moft 
_| matches, or intrigues, that have been brought 
-. about by the caprice of it, only in another 
- manner. 


My imagination was, however, now fet 


0 work, and my head-tolerably well warmed 


‘ er 
4 +t 


with the more poignant pleafure which 1 
prefigured to myfelf, there was in leading, 


. father than in following. And though I 
. wel knew, that nothing was commoner 


. than counterfeits of this fort, and that fome, 


., even of my acquaintance, had been fo woe- 
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fully bit, as to have had one of thofe town- 
veftals, who never jet their facred fire ge 
out, impofed upon them for untouched vir- 
gins; the idea, and which my own defires 
treacheroufly took part with, that fuch a 


, trick of the trade was beneath the dignity of 
.. this moft princely bordel, confirmed me in 


my fchemie of acceptance ; and in the hu- 
srour I waa then wound up to, I am con- 


_ {cious I fhould have more admired, than 
:3 been tempted to imitate, thofe heroic {elf- 


denials, I have met with in hiftory, on the 
like occafions. 
In the mean time, I could hardly conceal 
my exultation: I looked oa my companions 
= N 2 of 
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of the night with fome compaflion, and I 
waited with great impatience the return of 
our fo obliging landlady. ae 
At length fhe came, handing in this copy 
of a bride, this pure, and. well warranted 
miftrefs of her maiden-flower. As the door 
opened, the general flare had been. direéted 
to it, and modeft mifs, in prefervation of 
character, advanced towards ug, leaning upon 
her introductre(s, with -her eyes:.declined, 
ns not daring to lift them up.in fo large and 
mixed 2 company, efpecially on fo critical a 
conjuncture. : - 
As the perfon then moft interefted, my 
looks were doubtlefs the:quickeft-upen ‘theit 
march : and informed me, on the inftant, of 
this precious maiden being no other than 
the individual Diana ; once my Diana,, and 
now any body’s Djanae 
| My firft emotions were. to. confefs: the 
plain truth, 2: medley: of: furprize,: fhame,; 
and indignation. This: was a r¢-mneeting 
for which I was in no fort prepased;; and 
one of my fick ideas, was, that it mult be a 
trick preconcerted, and forelaid for me. 
I recovered: however prefently, ard, :be- 
fore even fhe had made me owt, byrft ut 
‘ GC. oa 7 into 
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into fo. violent a fit of laughter, as furprized 
the company in their turn, and bringing 
the eyes of this unfortunate girl upon me, 
fhe immediately knew.me, gave a fkream, 
and fainted ‘away, perhaps in earneft; for 
defs than fuch aa accident might have 
fhocked, and overpowered the natural weak- 
nefs of her fex. 

: Mervile, without srecilely knowing par- 
sicalae: eafily conjefturing that we were 
old acquaintance, ran to her relief; on {ees 
ing me put-out of my laugh by her fainung, 
and too difconcerted to attend even to fuch 
an office of common humanity. The alarm 
was general ; the girls all gathered round 
the diftreft princefs, and bufed themfelves 
about recovering her tolife again. Vexed 
too, .and: fretted as I was, at my part ia 
this feene, 1 yet could not help being di- 
verted with the tragi-comic phyz of the-old 
con{cientious beldam, who was watching my 
Jooks to compofe her-own by, and difplayed 
fuch a ftate of fufpence, in mufcles ready to , 
take their.cue from the reception | fhould 
give to this difcovery, as would have dee 
lighted-mie to have kept her as long as fhe 
deferved, on the rack of it, -bhad my own 
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impatience not: interfered. As the old’ 


woman was:then lifting up her hands and ~ 


eyes, erying: out: new and then, ‘* whe 
‘© would ever-have thought it?’’ for want of 
fomething better to fay, or.rather. from not 
knowing what to think, and Diana was 
now come. to herfelf, I afked, in a dry-fe- 
vere tone, for a private room, which to be 
{ure there was no want: of in: that houfe, 
and by a whifper to Mervile of the name 
wf the gitl, removed all his. anxiety about 
the nature-of the explanations. I was. defirous 
ef having with bers . 
I was then immediately: fhewn. to an n apart, 
ment, to which I civilly and coolly defired 
Diana to follow me, and left the company to 
refume their courfe of entertainmert,to whom 
~ this novelty had-given a fhort interruption. 
- As foon as we were alone together,..! 
was mafter enough of myfelf; and of the 
air of the world, to.-pyt.on.a beow of awe 
and interregation 5. how-it came, that after I. 
had. made: a handfome provifion .for her for 
life; and had given her pofitive direétions to 
ftay inthe. country, ’rill I fent for her, I 


now met with her in. fuch. a place, and. 


upon fuch-an-errand ?- 


Dianay,, 
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Diana, who was in too great a furprize,- 
to have the prefence of mind neceflary to 
cook up an extempore fiction,. and-was too” 
much humbled ‘by the circumftances I found’ 
her in, to dare deny me the fatisfaction F 
deigned to exa& of her, made a fhift be- 
tween fighing and fobbing, to give me her’ 
Hiftory, fince I had left her, and of which f- 
afterwards verified the reality. 

Site then told me, that in the impatience of 
not hearing from me, and of fome little mor-' 
tifications: fhe had met with in the country,- 
upon the account of her connexions with: 
me, which could not, as fhe faid, be kept: 
afecret, and-where they were not fo polite 
as to treat her ffip, as venially and flightly; 
as the frequency of thefe accidents, makes: 
them pafs’in town, fhe was aduifed to come 
to London, where fhe propofed to wait: 
upon me. (At this I gavé her a look ex- 
tremely fit. td’ allure her of my not being. 
flattered wiih: the See geaau ) That the 
had accordingly taken a place in the ftage- 
coach, where fhe had contracted an acquaint- 
ance with one 6f.thofe Irith fortune-hunters, . 
who are not fuffered.in, or are driven out 
by the contempt or juftice of their own: na- 
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tion, to &ek a livelyhood in, ours, the mob 
of which, with the groffeft injuftice, and 
unconfequence,Jumps conclufions from thefe 
outcafts,, againft a country which produces 
a nobility in many points fuperior to that 
of their neighbours, and a people naturally 
brave, and generally genteel, and who de- 
ferve.a better fate than af ubordination, which 
doesnot at leaft feem fo grateful. a reward for 
their Ggnflant exertion, and £@-Operation, in 
the caufe of liberty. This digreffive re- 
mark, will, I hope, be exeufed, as the ho- 
mage due from candour to truth, and paid 
itin the teeth of the vulgareft of prejudices, 
It was then: ane.of thefe adventurers, wha 
had liberally beftowed upon himfelf a com- 
miffion, under the commodious travelling 
name. ef captain, that lighting upon this 
filly, half-bred creature, on the road, foon 
fopnd-out that fhe was game for him: and, 
as he eafily paft uponjher, both in point of 
charagter ‘and fortune for what he pleafed, 
under fayeur of a good perfon, he foon got 
into her confidence, and miade his harveft of 
it. His fyeeete then. was neither very.,diffie 
cult, mor extraordinary. After making him- 
felé. the-mafter pf her, by a. flect-marriage, 
a“ -> = and 
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and as unauthentic a one as either of them 
could wifh it, he foon prevailed on her to 
convert the annuity, which had been too 
loofely tacked to her, into ready money ; and 
having got pofleffion of every thing fhe had, 
left her one fair moming without a hhilling 
to help her; and decamped in queft of new 
adventufes. In this extremity, fhe had been 
afhamed to have recourfe to me, and, by the 
inducements of her landlady, where they 
had lodged,-fhe had been driven into this 
wretched courfe, in which, however, this 
was not lefs than the fourth time, fhe had 
been made avirgin, and produced in this 
very houfe, upon that footing. 

I was,.on the hearing of this; too much 
moved with compaffion, to make her any 
reproaches. And-as for the hag of the 
houfe, fhe was beneath any thing but even a 
mirthful contempt. I faw then nothing in 
her proceeding, but in a ludicrous light. 
But as to Diana, whatever her fault. might 
be, I felt, and difdained to diffemble to my- 
felf, that I was originally the author of it, and 
of courfe, in point of juftice, as well as that 
I might reconcile myfelf to myfelf, bound 
to repair the diforder I had occafioned. I 
could not bear to think, that any a& of 
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mine, fhould proeure for the public, and add a- 


victim to it, in the once obje& of my private. 
pleafuire. Refolved-then.to remedy an ill I 
had not at the firft, for want of experience, 


fufficiently provided againft, I -took a note - 
of her lodging, and immediately. fent her. 


away. How I afterwards-toox care to fet- 
tle her-in a way more-fecure againft fuch. 
fcandalous neceflities, without. however. re-. 


newing.with her, which-I was fufficiently:. 
guarded againft by the conditien.in: which I. 


had found her, is a point; which circumftan-~ 


tiating,. weuld only favour . too. ftrongly of - 


egotifm ; .and having naturally no place. 
amongft the follies I am in the courfe of. 


confeffing, I readily. and .properly. pafs _it . 


over, 
After: giving Diana the: necelity: in-.. 
firuCtions, and feeing her. out of this execra- 
Ble houfe, I returned tomy company. My. 
ecfipfe had not lafted above an hour and a 
half, and'in thattime, the wine, and warmth. 
of dalliance, had given them-a bacehanalian. 
air, which to me, who was fcbered, even 
by the fcene I had gone through, and the 
refieCions.obvioufly arifing from it, appeared 
in its true and genuine light, of-a rejoicing, 
| | from - 
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from the noife and nonfenfe of which one 

would hold efcaping to a defert, a cheap 

ranfom. TThe-men, except Mervile, whe 

pofleffed the great art of -referving him-- 
felf without being remarked to referve him- 

felf, and of courfe without incurring the ri- 

dicule, or offence of fingularity ; the men, I 

fay, appeared in too great a diforder of their 

fenfes, to enjoy any true feaft of them, and 

the women, io high colour, looked like fo 

many furies, that had violently driven the 

Graces from the fide of vere and taken up - 
their poft. 

As foon. as:I came into di room, I was 
immediately furrounded, and attacked with 
queftions, without order or meafure. Mer- 
vile, who faw my confufion, good-naturedly 
‘helped to extricate me, and furniflied me. 
with a hint, by obferving that I looked - 
pale, and out of order, to plead an indifpo- - 
fition, which in more than one fenfe, was-no 
more than true. I pretended then that 1 
was taken fo ill, that I could not fatisfy their 
curiofity, juft at that-time, and proved fo 
good a comedian,, that Mervile himfelf- was 
. ready to take his own fuggeftions for reality, 
and being befides willing to improve this 
, I: eppor- 
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opportunity into a plaufible éxcufe far: his 
own efcape, from a party of which he was 
heartily weary, he obtained leave of the 
company to fee me home; as I was: particu- 
larly under his proteétion for the night. I 
faw his drift, and humoured it, by clofing 
eagerly with the proffer of his taking me 
home in his chariot, my own not being fo 
much as ordered... | : 

Thus we aecomplified our deliverance. 
As foon as we were alone together, Mervile 
remarked to me, that low and difguftful, as 
the ribaldry of fuch revels muft appear to 
any who weré not devoid of all. tafte or dif- 
tin@ion of pleafure, fueh, or no better than 
thefe, were chiefly the orgyes in which the 
common run of our young nobility ftooped 
to mix the pureft of their blood, with the 
puddle of thefe kennels of filth. and venery, 
and in the grofinefs of which they contra&ted 
an habitual difrelifh to the joys of fenfa- 
tions, feafoned with fentiment, and difem- 
bruted by love. That ridiculous, as he 
owned, the whine of a paflion to be, when 
romantically purfued, he queftioned whether 
even the pains of fuch an extream, were 
not. preferable to the pleafures of the other, 

That 
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That to recover a truth of tafte in even vo- 
luptuoufnefs, we fhould-after all, be obliged 
to return to the fimplicity of.the old times, 
when men loved like. men, neither like mere 
brutes, nor inthe air like the fheer Platonices. 
That at prefent it was matter even of com- 
paffion to fee fo many promifing youths, fa- 
crifice their healths and fortunes to defpi- 
cable fyftems of debauchery, and rufh head- 
long into a ruiaus courfe, in which their 
in perfons and purfes were, literally fpeaking, 
the fpunges of the meaneft and diffoluteft of 
mercenaries in one fex, and of the moft 
dangerous fharpers and fycophants in the 
other. That, in fhort, great as the misfor- 
tunes which,they might bring on themfelves 
might be, they could nog poffibly be greater 
than the reproach they would one day. have 
to make to themfelves for their want of all 
tafte and elegance : ingredients which may 
be truly called the fpirit of pleafure, fince 
they confer upon it, a kind of immortality, 
which hinders reflexion com putting it to 
death. 

This fermon. of Mervile’s took the fafter 
hold of me, and found the welcomer recep- 
tion, fos its recalling ftrongly ta me, the de> 

licate 
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Heate and dear diftin@tion between all the fer- 
fual gratifications,. i in whieh I had indulged - 
myfelf, and my unextinguithed::paffior ‘for. 
my ever adorable Lydia. Lydia ! ‘to-whom 
Thad firft owed all ‘the rapturous feelings of | 
an innocent virtuous love: Lydia! to whom . 
I owed all the little checks I felt in. the ca-- 
reer. of that ‘worthlefs coxcombry, which: 
confifted in my feeking to reduce women to 
ny point. forthe. fake -of my pleafure, .as 
well'as my vanity, which laft came cruelly 
in for its fhare, with my libertine tafte for - 
variety in-leaving them.: But thefe fenti+. 
ments’ had only their -reign of a ‘moment: 
The excufe I frained to- myfelf, out of the - 
uncertainty of ever feeing: Lydia again; and. 
prefent objects, prevailed over thefe protetts.. 
of love and reafon, and foon re-fubje@ed me : 
to the mif-rule of an imagination too eafily 
inflamed, and too-indelicate of appetite, to: 
refufe its: fubfiftence. on the feaft-at. hand, 
in preference too much higher. out of reach, 
or placed at. too difcouraging a. omanee of. 
perfpective. | ‘ 

It was then I: acquainted Mervile, with: 
the confequences of my. laft meeting. with - 
Diana, of. whofe ee I had before made 

him 
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him a confidence, and with the.difpofitiors- 
L was in towards -her, which he was not con-, 
tent with-approving, but afterwards aflifted 
me effectually in the.exeeution of .them:, 

As foon then.as he-had feerr me home to 
my apartment, he took his leave of me fors 
that night... I was nowalone, and on reflece. 


. ting on that revel- not, inthe midft of which 


I had left-my happy companions of the party,.. 
I could noe help -congratulating myfelf on, - 
the different figure I now mada to my own 
view, cool,. free, and. tranquil, from.what I 
painted to myfelf, as what I probably fhould - 
have made, had I gone all the lengths-of thefe’. 
worthies, heated, muddled, and fearful: of 
difmal confequences to my health Of this 
however I was fure, that without affecting. 
a falfe merit, I had denied myfelf to fuch 
pleafures with. infinitely more fatisfaction,. 
than I fhould have. found in, taking a ful- 
fome fill of them ! in thort,, I was. naturally 
too much the true yoluptuary, toa mud-fuck 
my pleafure in fuch dirty dull debauchés, 
or to content myfelf with joys, that had - 
not fome degree of tafte for their fan@tion- 


‘and -feafoning. I had befides too much of 


pride, and felf-value, to barter that’ florid 
| bloom, 
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bloom, that frefhnefs, and vigour of my youth, 
of which I was not a little vain, for very lit- 
tle or no-pleafure, with thofe rank retailers 
to the public of rottennefs and difeafes. 
The refufal of the door to one folly, was, 
however, far from implying. the exclufion 
of another; fince the current of my con- 
ftitutional defires, banked off by one dam, 
turned its courfe with the more impetuofity 
fo gallantry, and plans of attack upon wo- 
men, whofe favours fhould not be quite fo 


much in the hackney ftile, or fo liable to pe- 


nitential confequences. 
I was now under a neceffity of looking 
out for anew conqueft, and London is hap- 


pily a place, in which with any thing of a 


tolerable perfon, and an eafy fortune, there 
is, with very little induftry, no great fear of 
lofing much time, or trouble, in atchieve- 
ments of that fort. My late difappointment 
with Agnes, had humbled, but cured me of 
ever defigning again upon idiot-beauty, and 
I was determined, that at leaft, in my neat: 
adventure, it fhould not be a fimpleton. that 


Should make a fool of me ; which was, -how-' 


ever, a needlefs precaution, fince a woman 


of true fenfe, is never the woman, by whom. 
: a 
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a man need apprehend the being made a 
fool. | 
I had remained then, but a few days 
without any particular attachment, and not 
without being in a hurry to form one; 
when at a vifit to ‘one of my relations, an 
old lady, I faw, forthe firft time, the cele 
brated lady Bell Travers, who was juft re- 
turned from France, . by the way of, Bath. 
Ig lady was a daughter of one of the 
higheft rank of aur nobility, and had matried 
very young, without her father’s confent, 
who, charmed with the double advantage 
of getting rid of a girl, the, cuftody-of whom 
began to be pretty difficult, and of an handle 
for, not giving. her.a groat, treated this aC of 
undutifulnefs with. the. utmoft acquiefcence, 
without ever approving. jit, or coming: to a 
reconciliation, that. muft .have naturally 
been an expenfiveone., As for her. hufband, 
who was a man of confderable fortune, he 
had fixed his choice upon her, yet lefs ppon 
the account of her perfon, which was, to.do 
her no more than juftice,'a very defirable 
one, or even of her birth, than,from, his 
having feen. reafon to cxpedt being thwarted, 
and having his pretenfions rejected by the 
father, 
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father, on account of certain diffentions be- 
tween his family and hers.. As foon then 
as he faw himfelf in the quiet, uncontefted. 
poffeffion of her, and that fhe was left upon: 
his hands, without the leaft ftir, or oppo- 
fition ; the indifference of her friends begat 
his, and as if the life of his paffion had been 
tyed.to the difficulties of gratifying it, the 
inftant’ they failed, his paffion died with 
them. ‘But lady Travers had too- much pe- 
netration, and acutenefs ‘of fenfe, as what 
woman is there that wants it.on thefe-occa- 
fions? not to feel the difference, as well as 
too much. fpirit not to referit, and revenge 
herfelf.' From’ the firft then of her difcover- 
ing the | remiffion of hie tafte::for her, the 


took ‘care to lead hint fucha life, that with: 


too little difimulation of this. coolnefi, if not: 
averfion, and too much indolénce to fup- 
port the fpirit of it} he fuffered her to fubdue 
‘him to a poitit 5- -that:“taking’ him“ by his 


weak fide, his faperior love of éaife and quiet; 
the nade at length what terms fhe pleafed 


with him, and he tHought none too extra- 
vagant, that-‘could purchafe him the joy of 
n. feparation, and: deliverance a a do- 

meftic torment: © 
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Emboldened with this fuccefs, lady Tra- 
vers hoifted immediately the flag of inde- 


pendance, and made all her’ advantages. 


of her irregular condition, being now,, pro- 
perly fpeaking, neither maid, widow, nor 


wife. She launched out. then into the 


world, with a very competent flock of perfo- 
mal charms, and a great fund ef fpiit, and 
imagination, which, according to cuftom, 
fhe applied ‘to the fervice of her pleafures, 
and of Ker turn.to ftandal, by which means 
fhe was the envy and dread. of her own {cx, 
and occafionally courted, but never thoroughly 
oftepmod, by ours, She was not at the time I 
got :acquainted: with her, Jefs than at, the 
Jateer end of the feafon of pleafiag, and yet 
fhe had amply proferved. the power: of it. 
Befides it wasa kind of fafhion:to have had 


~her, and who. knows. not the tyranny of 
fafhion: even. in points of tafte, which ane: 
would imagine from their natures, the leaf 


liable to come under it ?. 


For my own part,. who had fea ie: 


younger and:greater beauties than fhe was, 


with impunity, I-was ftruck, at -firft-fight,. 


with the tafte and magnificence of her drefs, 
the nobility of her manner, ‘a. travel’d, air, 


and. 
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and a certain freedom, and: fuperiority, with 
which fhe commanded the converfation, 
and rather decided, than gave her opinion, 
upencall the fubjacts of it. She difplayed; 
infine, # fort- of ‘imiperioufnefs such after. 
my own heart, which began by awing, and 
ended ‘by captivatiog, me.‘ I: conceived 
now that .I had met with my match, and 
promifed myfelf, without looking further, 
that I'would try what-was to. be. won, or 
loft, with oné, whofe redtGtiion was: however 
with me rather a point of antes than of 
love. 
> At firft, indeed;, ‘he havdly vouchfafed 
me the honour of the: leaftattention, or re- 
gard. ° My: youth; which though at bottom 
was no difcammendation af me to her, but 
had not yet attraéted her examination, made 
her treat the lead I aimed. at taking, in. the. 
converfation, as a-kind of ufurpation:on her 
prerogative ;- afd, though.few could fill the 
coxcomb-character,. with:a: more audacious 
felf-fufficiency than I did, I-had the mortifi- 
tion to find a woman, who durft outbrave 
me, arid expreffed pretty plainly, not only by 
her looks and contemptuous fmiles, but by 
fome fhrewd. hints: occafionally dropt, that 
| fhe 
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fhe took me for nothing better than a for- 
ward petulant boy, fpoiled by the complai- 
fances of a world, which fhe was above,.to 
my rank and figure, This infolence of 
hers, for. fach I conftrued it, piqued my va+ 


nity, but then it provoked a defire of dealing 


with onc, whofe fuperiority I could not 
conceal to myfelf, I figured to myfelf 
fuch a high joy, fach a triumph,, in demolith- 
ing her haughtinefs, and: levelling her to 
my purpofes, that I believe I fhould have 
been at the expence ‘of fome fubmiffion, ra- 


_ ther than not accomplifh them. By chance, 


however, I took a more effectual courfe. 
For, in trying mafteries of pride, the mof 
lang breathed ever wins the field. Adhe, 
ting then {tify to the air of controul I had 
begun with, I not only diffembled the im- 
preffions fhe had made upon me, but the 


chagrin, and humiliation I felt from her 


procedure towards me. Upon this; I re- 
doubled my prefumption, and without giving 
up one point toher, right or wrong, in the 
face of a company whofe admiration and_ 
dread fhe was, Larrived at appearing forri- 
diculous, and contemptible to her, that fhe 
— ta pity me, and think ita matter of 

real 
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‘real compaffion, that fuch a pretty fellow, 
as I was, an appellation which fhe allowed 
me, with-great feeming fcorn of it, fhould 
be fuch a confummate coxcomb. The 
term indeed fhe pohtely fpared me, but put 
the full equivalent of it into a periphrafis, as 
clear as one would not have wifhed it. 

The great pomt with women, is tobe ta- 
ken‘notice of-by them ; no matter, whether 
for one’s good,-or bad qualities ; if one has 
but the merit -of a pleafing perfon. With 
that advantage,-one may fafely rely upon 
them, for turning even one’s faults intore- 
commendations. I played away then my 
fire fo brifkly, that lady Travers, from con- 
temning and pitying me, as well fhe might, 
fell’ to envying me for my fpirits and intre- 
pidity. She had not been prepared for fo 
determinate, and well fupported an affurance 
in one of my age, and inexperience of life, 
and I began, as was no more than natural, 
to fucceed in virtue of a quality, which, if 
refolutely, _ is rarely employed without fuc- 


cefs. 


‘It was not then, without my great inward 
exultation, that before we parted for that 
fime, lady Travers included me in an invita- 

tion, 
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‘tion, which fhe gave to others, to fee her 
at her own houfe; and which fhe particula- 


rized to me, by a-mile of prote@ion, and, 


telling me, with a tone extreamly foftened, 
that fhe hoped I would not grudge her the 
pleafure of contributing any thing in her 
power to the fettling a better underftanding 
between us, and that fhe fhould fet me down 
on the lift of the company fhe admitted to 
wifit her ; and which fhe did not doubt 1 
would find not inferior to the beft in Eng- 
land. This fhe faid to me, as I was leading 
her to her chair, and as this was a preveni- 
ence of the requeft I was meditating, I re- 
ceived and anfwered it with a warmth of ace 
knowledgment, very fit to convince her how 
much I was pleafed with it. 

The next morning I waited on her, and 
was admitted without hefitation to her 
dreffing-room, where I found her at high 
toilet, and nobody with her, but her woman, 
who was drefling her, and one next to no- 
body, the lord Terfillion, who was paying 
his moft formal and infignificant devoirs to 
her, in a vifit of ceremony. 

As foon as I came in, fhe treated me with 
all the eafy familiarity of a long eltablithed 

ae 


a a 


ee 


— 2S 


Ps aeetersey Fore 


Ee Re Bes FETE 
= 
ae 


ee eo 


agh_ MEMOIR’ of 
acquaintance. A chair was fet me on one 
fide of the dreffing table, in which I fpread 
myfelf as unceremioniouily as I was received. 
Hei wothan ftood over her, combing her 
air, which fel over her fhdulders arid neck 
in an agreeable confufion, ‘and gave the 
fight fair play enough to difcover a perfect- 
ly white fkin ; and I could eafily obferve, 
that fhe was not fhy of fhewing me her in- 
dependence upon art, and that fhe was {ilk 
able to hold it out againft the difmal necef- 
fity of making a myftery of the operations 
of the toilet. a 
‘As for her vifitant, he was one of thofe 
figures of fiate, whofé gravity and folem- 
nity compofe fo high a butlefque ; equip 
them with cap and bells, and they would not 
(ubfcribe half fo rich a jet. Then a trivial, 
unmeaning face, drowned in’ 4 voluminous 
white wig, when his chin was in motion 
with talking, gave one the idea of a white 
rabbit at feed. : 4 
My coming in had bred a fhort inter- 
ruption of the converfation, which this 
Mock-Machiavel ‘refumed, and in which he 
gave both of us the yawns, with the unmer- 
ciful repetition of a fpeech he had Jately made 
in 
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in the houfe, and which, however, for any 
thing I knew to the contrary, might be as 
intrinfically important, .as. any that had been 
made there for twenty years before; And after 
fome pindaric .tranfitions from fubjecét to 
fubje&t, of all which the central point was 
to convince bis audience’ of .the vaft confe-+ 
quence he was of to public as well as private 
life, he at: long length relieved us, and went 
out, if one might judge by his air of felf- 
fatisfaCtion, intimately perfuaded of his leav- 
ing us penetrated with as high a veneration, 
and refpect for him,..as he: had for. himifelf.’ 
What was this, however, ‘but coxcombry, 
only of another fpecies than mine ?. 

_ As foan as he was gone, lady Travers 
lamented to me the neceflity there was of 
letting fuch people iny by. way of. keeping, 
meafures with them,’ not for the good,. but: 
for the burt, which the, moft. worthlefs of 

"them were not incapable of doing. That 
" for example, that folemn perfonage having 
engroMed for his. own ufe-all the-little inte-: 
reft he ‘had with ithe..prefent team of flate,. 
could do no fervice to others, but that with-: 
all, hig: admiffion every where, upon the féot 
of his:rank: and title, .gavg-him oppottuni~ 
ie O : 
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ties of doing mifchief. That, for the ref, 
he was_one of. thofe things made -up of 
fafhions.and forms, who being. reckoned by 
number, and not by weight,. compofe - that 
high and refpectable order of beings, fo-vul- 
garly called amongft themfelves, the great 
world. ‘That he had, like the reft of that 
populace, his town-houfe, his feats, his -equi- 
page, and all that follows ia their ftale, dull 
rote of life,the grand diftinQionsof which con- 
fift in being fold, or devoured, by their depen- 
- dents, poifoned by their cooks, and enflaved 
by all the nonfenfe of fhew:.and ‘ceremony. 
That with a much. larger eftate than was ne- 
eeffary to fupport even the fplendour of life, he 
had been mean enough to carry his whol¢ ftock 
of importance to the old market, in which he 
bupged-himfelf, not without: reafon, for his 
having overfold-it, tho’ at-no better a price 
than-his obtaining. much fuch a grace: of di- 
Rinétion: arid preferment, ‘as’ the: hackney- 
coaches have to- boaft of, which are driven a- 
bout. tdywn,. with the arms. half worn out of 
{ome antient fanaily,,under:the royal mark and 
number. |: S. Gilet, Ho Be eee RE oe anit, 

Lady Travers, who- did; not .eafily give 
eat, when orice her- hand wasin,. was rut 
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. Ring on, when I barred her the box, by 
"begging her to confider, that fuch aq ani« 


' ghal was game not worth ftooping to ; that 


\f. 


there was neither foy nor wit in foufing 
fuch as were beheath mention, and, proper- 


dy fpeaking, could not be abufed. This was 


a remonftrance too juft in itfelf, and too 
much in her tafte, for her not to acquiefce 
in it, and accordingly fhe dropped a fubje& 
too trivial even for an expletive, and afked 
me pardon for having omitted at firft to 
thank me for the proof of my readinefs to 
accept the offer of her friendfhip, in the 
quicknefs of my vifit upon it. This was fur- 
nifhing me the cue I wanted, and accordingly, 
to my ailuring her, that inclination had robbed 
my. duty of ay pretenfions to merit in the 
paymentof it, | added every thing I could beft 
think of to introduce me advantageoufly, by 
beginning with engaging her vanity in my 
interefts. 

As impatient, however, as I was of come 
ing to 4 point with her, Iwas very fenfible 
that my defigns had meafures to keep. with 
fo fuperior a fkill, in the exercife of gallan- 
try, if I was in eqrneft to fecure the: fuccets 
of them. I was far. from being modeft 
enough to defpair of lady Travers granting 

O 2 me, 


292 MEMOIRS of 


amie, what I was well affured the had not re- 
fufed to many others. . I was:no ftranger to 
her turn for tendernefs; and fenfibility, and, 
if I might truft to -very authentic ‘chronicles 
of her reign, I could have called over a pretty 
numerous lift of her favourites.. I had efpe- 
cially been told, that ftriking deep into the 
Virtz, fhe. had made herfelf renowned at 
Rome for her private ftudies ina Villa near 
it, of the antiquities of nature .in the fineft 
‘modern editions of them ; fo that it could 
not be her character for rigour which could 
_ -oversawe, or difcourage me.. I had befides 
my own full-fufficient fund of prefumption, 
which, togéther’ with my having defires 
enough to.put me into action, without hav- 
dng too much of love to check: the eafe and 
freedom of that ation, might have told me, 
‘that I was entitled to make fuch a jeft of 
any refiftance of hers, as fhould be very fit 
to abridge it. But then I knew too, that 
Jady Travers, was a woman of too much 
experience, too well acquainted with confe- 
‘quences, not-to be miftrefs of her own mor 
-ments of yielding. She was not to be at- 
tacked with the common-place proteftations 
‘of pains, ardour, dying, and all that foft . 
ee a ee 
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nonfenfe, which is the vulgar idiom of love, 
and the lullaby of a raw girl’s virtue. Nei- 
ther was fhe to be attempted in fo fummary 
a way, as to wound the dignity fhe affected, 
if not asa virtue, at leaft, asa grace, eflen- 
tial to railing the price of her favours, and ex- 
alting a pleafure, which is commonly very 
flight, or of fhort continuance, without hav- 
ing had its due preliminary digeftion of de. 
fire. And I fancy men would not be much 
miftaken, if they were generally to look upon 
the refiftance of the fex, as kindly meant in fa~ 
vour of their greater fatisfaction, and take their 
meafures upon the foot of that prefumption. _ 

With no opinion then of lady Travers’s 
virtue, and a very high one of her experi-. , 
ence, and management, I imagined, that I 
might fafely rely upon herfelf, for preparing | 
and determining the acgomplifhment of my 
defigns upon her, whenever | fhould have 
raifed her tafte enough, to appear important 

to her own pleafure. .My point, then wag 
fimply to give my perfon all the value to her 
I poffibly could, and to excite her defires 
in favour of my own, asI had no reafon, : 
greatly to fear that the would love herfelf fa 
O 3 little, 
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Kittle, as in mine perverfely to deny her.own 

fatisfaétion: She was none of thofe dupes. 
My plan of operations was accordingly, 

in an inftant, concerted and refolved in my 

head; in purfuance of which I took care in 

this my firft vifit, to make no: direct court to 


her. Our converfation turned upon gene-_ 


rals; but when fome of the reigning beau- 
ties were occafionally mentioned, I did not 
fail to obferve of Mifs Beryl], that fhe had 
bad teeth ; of Mifs Powers, that fhe had a 
coarfe and clumfy hand ; of lady Laval, that 
her hair was harfh and fandy ; all which was 
in other words praifing lady Travers in thofe 
points, in which fhe manifeftly excelled ; as 
jt was hardly poffible to have whiter, evener, 
teeth, a delicater hand, or a finer head of 
hair than fhe had. Then I had to do with 
‘ene, upon whom no compliment was ever 
loft, or without merit, that included a de- 
traction from any other. . 

She had befides, with all the appearances 
of wit, the rage of being thought one; a 
weaknefs which had been fomented by the 
complaifance of poets,who had flattered and 
canfulted her, and of authors who had read 
their works to her, from all which fhe had 

furnifheé 
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furnifhed herfelf with a fund, if not ptoperly 
fpeaking of wit, at leaft, of a fpecious fluent 
jargon, which dazzled and imypofed upon the 
vulgar of her admirers. She had too 
feen mdft of ‘the courts in Europe, and had 
picked up crumbs of politics enough to 
have fet up ten modern minifters, With fo 


_ much knowledge of the world, fhe only 


an) 


wanted knowledge enough of herfelf, and of 
her own intereft, to avoid making too great 


‘a difplay of ber acquifitions ; as too knowing 
"anair in women only gives them a mafculine 


look, which becomes them no better thaa 
whufkers and jack-boots wotild do. 

Too canfcious of having great ad- 
vantagea over: me, to fuppofe fhe fhould 
ever give nse any but what fhe pleafed herfelf 
aver her, fhe fet out with treating me as 
a young fellow of no confequence; andeven . 
took care not to difiemble her fuperiority 
over me. And I on my fide fet myfelf. to 
humour this faible df htr’s, by making 4n af 
fidaéus court to-her vanity, and preti¢nd- 
ing to take: leflons frone her, ’till the took 
it into -her head,. that:.it was a kind .of 
charity vol take Charge of the .finideings -af 


beh education, and'to formame.:. The phea- 
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fant charity ‘that, when I think .of it, - of 
forming a young ‘pupil, and beftowing upon 
him the improvement of his mind, wrapped 
up in all the blandifhments of his fenfes ! 

I had not then long attended her leQures, 
before I had eftablithed:fome pretenfions. I 


could not, all coxcombry apart, ‘efcape ob- » 


ferving that I had played my figure in her 
eyes with fome. fuccefs: . I had.caught her 
viewing me with attention, and with thofe 
looks which carry. breviate-commiffions’ of 
pay inthem, and which it would have: been 
rather ftupidity than modefty to have mifta- 
ken. She had befides, at’ times, infinuated 
- fome of thofe leading queftions about the 
fate of my heart, which are never motioned 
‘by indifferent curiofity. ‘My -anfwers had 
feemied to fatisfy her, and I ve faw reafons 
for not defpairing. 

“A woman who knew fo perfeétly as fhe 
did the value of:thme,: who had not: hesfelf 
“auch ‘to lofe, ahd: who -by-her :condition, ‘as 


" swelbas by her way iof thinking; was above the’ 


brdinary reftraints of form,: os: the. grimaces 
Hof lafiectationy was:ndt a.woman.T -was tp 
Year would:let:melanguifh fdr.sher favours 


-koriger: than: ee or Raat) (would 
Sit * trifle. 
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of which ‘is never familiarized ,but to women 
of the higheft form of breeding, and is ever 
fo ridiculous in the unavoidable ftiffnefs of 
their copyifts. 
 A& Thad never feen her fo anibiae: of 
fo dangerots, I was fearce mafter enough of 
my deftres to. give my expreffion of them:a 
due fhare of decency, and yet I fcarce durft 
think .myfelf advanced enough to ftate them 
to her.- I began however.at.all hazards, to 
treat. the .tea-drinking as: matter. of form, 
and pretext, and drawing my chair, ventu- 
red to take hold of her hand, fighing, and 
barely not trembling, She abandoned it ta 
me ina ftyle of careleffnefs, as a matter of 
no confequence, and I moulded it in mine at 
difcretion. Encouraged however by this. 
paffivenefs, I proceeded to prefs her with en= 
creafed yivacity, and grew rather more en- 
terprizing than was exactly confiftene 
with the declarations of my profound res 
{peét. It is a term however never better. 
employed than in the midft.of the wide 
breaches of .it.. She defired me at length, 
when I was reducing her to take a little 
more notice of what I was about, to have 
done with liberties, which fhe had not ex- 
pected I would permit myfelf: but in thefe 
O 6 €X- 
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exprefaions: of ‘her ,difpleafyre, the tone of 
her voice bad nothing very fevere, or impe- 
‘ious : on the contrary, fhe feemed favoura- 
bly fluttered, and I could plainly read the 
emotions of her fenfés, and the looks:of.her 
defire; when all of a fudden, fhe-recalled 
arair of aufterity into her face, and withdrew 
her hand haftily fromthe lock of mine, as if 
upon fudden recolleétion. EF ventured to 
afk the-reafon-of this thift‘of humour. 
| Teis not, faid fhe, that Iam either dif- 
‘concerted of offended with your defigns 
‘upon me. “I fhiould’aét a part much be- 
‘* neath me, if I diffembled to’ you, that 
** you are in all fenfes far from difagreeable 
“6 to me. ‘I prefer even the degradation 
“s attached to the declaration of my fenti- 
“* ments, to the conftraint of concealing 
“them. Yet, if [know myfelf (continued 
*¢ fhe with a figh) I with lefs for the pleafure 
© of complying with my inclinations, than 
** for the power of preferving your efteem 
“ by overcoming them. ‘You are young,. 
“* and with the means of pleafing peculiar 
“to that age, have not you the dangerous 
** faults of it too ? can you, ought you to 
- * with, that I fhould run the rifks of your 
: | * levity 
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trifle with. her. own inclinations ; confe-. 
quently, ‘it was not a very unconfcionable 
length of time before, that after having 
acquitted herfelf of what fhe thought. fhe 
owed:her pride, ‘fhe begas to.confider of put- 
ing into a courfe of payment her debt to 
pleafure, which defire exacted, and of which 
I now ftvod a fair candidate for an sad 
in the collection. 

That my pride. too might not want the 
favourite feat of rivals facrificed to it, I had 
the pleafure to fee feveral pretenders to her - 
favours, ill enough received, or difmiffed, 
whilft all the marks of favour, and diftinc- 
tion, were even oftentatioufly referved for 
me. I was admitted to her at moft hours, 
and thofe of the greateft privacy, when her 
door was refufed to every body elfe, of which 
however I had made fuch ill ufe, that I do 
not doubt of my having often given -her the 
comedy with the appearances of my bafhful- 
nefs and timidity. I knew very.well fhe 
had not’ been always ufed, nor was indeed - 
of a temper to be pleafed, with over-refpect, . 
but to fay the truth, fhe had got a greater 
afcendant over me than I cared to, confefs _ 
cven to myfelf, and I was a good while 

O 5 awed, 
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awed, and withheld by no other obftacles, 
than what my own imagination had created me, 
I had dined with her one day, at a coun- 
try-houfe of her’s upon the Thames-fide near 
Chifwick, when after dinner, and a party at 
picquet, we adjourned téte a téte, to a tea- 
room at the end of the gardens, and fituated 
in the corner of a terras that overlooked the 
river. Nothing could be more joyous than 
the profpect, nothing more commodious 
than the furniture ; every chair was an otto- 
man, or demy fopha. Here it was the tea 
was ordered, the lamp fet, and we were 
left to ourfelves. But this was no novelty ; 
and I had certainly brought with me no par- 

ticular notion of this being my occafion. 
Yet nothing could be more poignant than 
the difhabille in-which fhe had received 
my expected vifit from town. An Armenian 
of white fattin, fo loofely wrapt round her, 
as rather to invite a ruffling, than extremely 
awful; a tippet artfully adjufted to humour 
the half difcoveries of a fine neck 5 her hair 
playing frée in a ftyle of noble, negligent 
uncorrettion, all together compofed her a 
flattern elegance of undrefs, that fhe fwam 
in with an eafé and a grace, the natura] air 
of 
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damp with which fhe had ftruck and ftopt 
me in- mid-career. She had, in fhort, 
againft her own intention, re-infpired me . 
with fuch a refpect, as made me confume 
the time of action, in that filly apolcgi- 
zing, which is rather calling the guards,. 
than benefiting by their being off duty. I 
behaved then fo i!], that I believe the critical 
minute would have {truck in. vain for me, 
if lady Travers had not kindly won upon 
herfelf to relinquifh her heroics, aid re- 
defcended to a more explicit encourage- 
ment. : 
On feeking then to read my fate once more in 
the oracles of it, her eyes, I caught them turn- 
ed towards me, in that arch, and fly afkance, 
with which women mean to hide, and never 
again effectually betray the tendernefs of 
their looks. Embolcened now, and once 
more refolved to repair the ridicule of my ti-. 
midity, I repofleft myfelf of her hand; and. 
ventured even to prefs her bofom with one’ 
of mine, and difcompofed her tippet. On. 
her part, little or no oppofition: ’till I foon 
convinced myfelf that every pulfe, in every 
vein, was beating a point of. furrender ; yet 
fhe was ftill enough her. own miftrefs to a& 
a 
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a fort of defence, which obliged me ‘to gra-' 
duate my approaches, ’till by a gentle, and’ 
fly ‘fcalade, I made myfelf at length matter 
of the poft of honour. « 
~ Plenary poffefiton' was’ however far from 
abating my: ardour. ‘ The pride I had placed: 
in fubduing one of her port and figure had 
added a piquancy to the extreme fweets of a 
pleafure, ‘in which my fenfes had found 
their account beyond their moft fanguine’ 
expectation, that made me look on myfelf 
with a rapture of complacency and exulta-‘ 
tion, which may be called the felf- apotheofis 
ofacoxcomb. I had entirely forgotten the — 
hft of my predeceffors in her good graces ; 
and when the memory of them re-obtruded, 
I treated them but as fo many rivals facri- 
ficed, or fupplanted by my fuperior merit ; 
as if women, in their tranfittons from one 
Jover.to another, were ever influenced by’ 
that confideration. But fuch are the illu-: 
fionsof vanity, fuch the joys of felf-decep- 
tion. .As for lady Travers, fhe feemed en- 
tranced and overwhelmed with the fenfe of. 
her defeat, and though thefe fituations could: 
not be extremely. new to her, fhe had the | 
| art. of throwing fo much engaging oe 
ae | Ons 


aaa aa a Ra 


a CoxCoMB.," 308 


.  *© Jevity and indifcretion, or confign to your 
. keeping a happinefs, which mult depend on 
. © fo frail a tenure as your conftancy ? Ido 
“* not by conftancy mean that of.a paffion, 
_ ‘ which you will net the lefs fcruple to pro- 
i mife me, for knowing it is not in your 
ss power, nor perhaps even in ‘your idea; 
“Sbut of your friendfhip and efteem, to 
cc which thefe | we caknefles are ever fatal. 
crTe the Jove i Tho: a," and not impoffibly, 
& have already conce: ved for: you, could bear 
cc an infidelity, of whch Lam not encugh 
ec the fool of m own delires, not to forefee, 
* the neceffity 5 yet my pride. could never 
. brook the: reproaches fhould imagine 
** you would make me for having e over~ 
% lookéd the difparity of our ages: You 
“f would, probably, have too nich god- na- 
‘© ture, too much politenefs, not to fpare 
“6 me the wound of hearing them from. 
“ you; but to what purpofe, if I could 
“not forbear whifpering them to my felf?. 
‘* even the ridicule, which the eyes of the 
*© world, as well as your own, opened upon - 
‘¢ this tranfient caprice of yours, will not 
“*fail. to fuggeft to you, you will have 
. “* the cruel injuftice to impute to me, and 
~S difclaim © 
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“€ difclaim’ your fhare'’i in it, by laying the 
“ whole burthen of ‘it upon mé, and hate 
<¢ me only the mote: for “my Daving | the lefg 
“ deferved ‘it of’ you.” ae 

* "This was-a' theatrical fally. for which I 
was not prepared, ‘anid had too little expe- 
rience to anfwer without premeditation : I 
could not diflemble to myfelf that there was 
an air of probability, ray) through | thefe objec-, 
tions’: they & even “‘ftaggered my refolutions, 
and dazzled me to a point that I did not 
prefently fee ‘how mich they were out of 
time and out of Place, in the heart of fuch, 


an opportunity. I was not quite fo clear. 


then, as I have been fince, that the plain, 
Englith of all parleys ¢ of this nature is, Capi, 
tulation. I very fimply then’ applied myfelf 


to demolith fcruples which fhe had not, by 
dint of a rhetoric, confufed, unfeafonable, 
and only fit to prove my novicefhip in ad- 
ventures of this fort. Yet, I could plainly. 
enough obferve that fhe heard all my protef-. 


tations, with an impatience, and abfence, 
that might have flewn me her head was 


not upon any thing I could /ay to her. I. 


confefs it however with fhame, that I was 
fome ‘time, before I could recover'from the 


_ damp. 
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fion, fuch a modeft delicaté diffidence of thé 
power of her charms into her expreffions, 
as obliged me to give her all the tendereft 
re-affurances both :of my gratitude and ef- 
teem. Then fhe was too expert, and deep 
in acquired knowledge, to overdoze the 
immediately following moments with that 
mif-timed fondnefs, or thofe cloying endear- 
ments that fink fatisfaction into fatiety: fhe 
dept then. fo juft a meafare in every look 
and gefture, as fecused to her the recalls of 
my defire, without ber departing from the 
admirable policy of fuffering them to appear 
more my own mere motion, than a come 
plaifance to her wifhes: as an artful mindter 
newer fails of paffing his fuggeftions for his maf- 
ter’s own thought. And let me obferve by 
the way, that the niceft of a woman’s play, is 
the after-game of difcretion. 

| thought now of nothing fo intenfely, as 
of deferving ‘the continuance of lady Tra- 
,vers’s indulgence to nae;,.whilft on her fide 
fhe gave herfelf up without the leaft referve, 
cand “with a Joofe indeed, to the gratificas 
‘tions of her tafte for me. “We be¢ame 
from. that inftant infeparable. . Having then 
Jong, before exhaufted the whole quiver wf 
Poor {candal, 
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Fcandal,-and tet the malicious world nothing 
new to fay of her, fhe. was .refolved to let it 
fee how litthe the was governed by her refpe@ 
for it; it virtueof which noble indifferenct, — 
fhe made up to. henfelf in-eafe arid pleafure, 
what the loft on:the-fide of reputation. - 
She produced me at her aflembly, which 
was open every night, to what paffed gene 
rally: for very good,: if not the beft com- 
pany in tewn ; .a term however which -doss 
pot carry with it .a. very high.idea, whea 
ane pomes to. decompofe, and :fimplify the 
qualifications of = individuals aaa 
init: 
- As lady Teaver was. aifae Fiat dctociig to 
inake.a myftery: of her connexions with me, 
neither could. I. perceive, that fhe was the 
defs refpéGed for them. She had- taken the 
lead in life, with fo high a hand, and had fe- 
cured the fuffrage and countenance of fo 
thany who Were at the head of 'tafte, and: un- 
‘derftood seillery -upow affairs. of this nature, 
that fhe ‘could very:eufity defpitedr difpente 
with the < approbatiowy. of ‘the seft of : the 
world. And indeed: the ‘world: feems: to 
have icome.to an amicable enough compofition 
with. pated fuperios women, who have for 
z med 
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med to themfelves a fund of merit inde- 
pendent of their fex, and benevolently pafs 
them thofe very weakneffes, for which it 
tears to pieces withou: mercy thofe of it, whofe 
whole of pretenfions, being chaftity, have had 
the misfortune to forfeit their character of 
it. Yet what is the merit of this chaftity 
in many of them, but that of a conftitution, 
which has {pared them the temptation from 
within, or of a ferm which has fpared it 
them from without? 

It was then at thefe affemblies I appeared 
always with the eafe and freedom of the 
mafter of the houfe, and the more fo, in 
that I never permitted myfelf any particula- 
rities to lady Travers, who on her -fide, 
treated me with as much indifference and 
cool politenefs, as if I really had been her 
hufband. 7 

It was at thefe conventions too, that J 
could not help yiewing, with eyes of great 
compafiion fome grave perfonages, who by 
their rank, and fituation in life, one would 
hardly have fufpeéted of having much time to 


lofe, reduced to fo miferable a confeffion of — 


the infignificance of their exiftence, either te 


public, to private life, and ta themielves, as 


te 


i 
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to fit down with great earneftnels and i im- 
portance to a card-table, and trifle away 
whole centuries, (to meafure time by its 
yalue) in an amufement, fit only for taftelefs 
frivolous idlenefs, or for the gratification of 
one of the moft worthlef of the human 
paffions. 

_ Here, I could obferve fome women un- 
amiable enough in all confcience already, 


rendet themfelves yet more fo, ‘by their un- 


mafked meannefs, their gaunt eagernefs 
after gain, and the fury which rofe in their 
countenances in the unfavourable turns of 


their game, paffions of which event the beft’ 


bred of them, are often not the miftreffes 
of concealing the deformity, and which muft 


deftroy in the men every idea of tendernefs 


and refpe& to them. Be it too remarked, 
that women, in general, are the bubbles of 
their fondnefs for cards. - If they play with 
the-men, they are overmatched by their fu- 


perior ‘fkill; for there-are fo few women . 
that ‘ever arrive at playing well,. even thofe 


games which require the leaft attention or 
combination, that the exception hardly de- 
ferves the name of one. If they play amongft 
thenelves, they hate and defpife one another 
a toe 
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too much, not to lofe their temper at 
leaft. | | fg 
. Others again retrenched themfelves into 
fheer converfation, and affected to look 
down as from an eminence on the triflers at 
cards, whofe ridicule however they unhap- _ 
pily juftified, by the fubfcription of as great an 
one in the management of their alternative. 
As furely even cards may vie with fmat- 
tered politics, party-{pleen, charaCters and 
comparifons of players, adventuresat the pub- 
lic gardens, jubilee- drolls, differtations upon 
drefs, little feandalous ftories, and all the ret 
of thecommon-place trafh, which conftitutes 
the quick-ftcck of wit and humour, I repeat 
it here, in the commerce of not the loweft 
life. 

I was then in one fenfe obliged to the 
cafting-weight of a paffion, which’ by-en- 
grofing, defended me from being more car- 
ried away with the fhallow ftream, than was 
juft neceflary for me to avoid the reproach 
of fingularity. It was not, however, with 
total impunity that I gave way to the torrent 
of a diforderly paffion. “Mervile; and my 
other friends, who faw my weaknefs, were 
mot Content with pitying, and endeavoured 

in 
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in vain to break or divert the courfe of it, 
by ferious hints, or falutary raillery. No 
wonder however that I could not fiften te 
the remonftrances of frieridfhip, when I was 
enfnared and entangled to the point of be- 
ing deaf to thofe of love. Even my fenti- 
ments for Lydia, if impoffible to be erazed 
from my heart, were at leaft long. abforbed 


im this ruling paffion of my fettfes';_ in which 


tov I'drove with fuch fury, that- my confti- 
tation, overdrawn upon by the fiereenefs of 
iy defires, and even by the vanity I took 
in-the pleafure I gave, began to give figne 
of fufferitig by my unmoderate profufion. | 
Lady Travers, who joined to the charms 
of her perfon, a confummation in ail the 
myfteries and fcience of voluptuoufnefs, 
employed fuch fucceffive varied refinements 
of it, that fhe appeared anew miftrefs to me 


upon every re-approach. Whether her tra-. 


yels had-not procured her thefe advantages I 
will not fay, but fhe united in herfelf the 
profound fire of the Spanifh, the fentimen- 
tal tendernefs of the Frerch, and the ele- 
gant néatnefs of the Engtifh women. She 
was alone a feraglio‘of. beauties. ’ 
oe | | Such 
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Such even was the magic of her attractions; 
that fome tranfient fallies of accafional infi« 
delity, had in confequence of a-comparifon, 
m which my fenfes gave judgment highly in 
her favour, only ferved.to bring me back to 
her,- more te-inflamed, and more one 
drunk than ‘ever. : 

' How could I then refift thé tyranny of a 
pafflion that was founded and eftablifhed on 
pleafure? or fufpend fervices, which carried 
fo richly with them their own reward ? Lady 
Travers indeed, from reafons of {felf-intereft, 
and of an experience not unfamiliar to her, 
often recommended modtration: to. me, but 
while the preached’ that neceflary virtue, 
her prefence .made the praétice of it ‘im- 
pofble. 

It has been enarked, that excefles carry 
with them the principles of their own de- 
‘ftruction, and generally involve with them 
the caufe of them, by bringing on upon the 
fpur, a decline of paffion. Mine however 
ftood proof even againft the force of an in- 
temperance, which battered me to ruins. 
All my fprightlinefs, vigour, and florid frefh- 
nefs, the native attendants of healthy youth, 
began to give dhew'of drooping, and flagged 

under 
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under the violence of the heat,. with which, 
the conftaney, of. firé in.,chy. imagination 
melted: me down. into: current love. My 
tender aunt was,. withaut fo much as dream- 
ing of dhe true cdufe, afraid of my conftitu- 
tion taking a canfugiptive. turn. Mervile, 
with jufter judgment, after experiencing the 
fruitlefnefs. of his’; friendly; advice, “had 
fairly given me .over, on the foot of the - 
maxim, that violent “ills: cure , thamfelves. 
But it was referved for lady Travers oe 
to difguft me of lady Travers. 

; I had. been now near two months cies 
the abfolute: dom#@hion of an unremitting 
guft for her, when- one day, about two in 
the afternoon, I came.to lady Travers’s, ard 
finding the ftreet-door open, flipped by the 
porter unperceived, without any defign of 
being unperceived, and as I was. perfectly 
acquainted with. the difpofition of the apart- 
ments, made my way directly to her bed- 
chamber-door. I opened it, and found no- 
body there. I inftantly recolleéted that the 
was gone to an auction, to which the even- 
ing before fhe had defired me to accompany 
her; and had excufed myfelfontheaccount 
“of a bufinefs that. wag to. command me a 
i a : great 
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" great part of the morning, This bufinefs I 
had difpatched, and the force of cuftom had 
rechanitally carried me to lady Travers’s. 
This was a liberty too I had often before ta- 
“ken without any confequence. Finding 
‘myfelf then alone, I amufed myfelf with the 
‘firt ftray-book ‘about the room, during the 
time of my waiting for her return: my ex- 
” peCtation of which was anfwered ina few 
‘minutes, I heard her footman’s rap at the 
ftreet-door, and a whim fuddenly took me, 
‘that I would hide myfelf, without however 
anny othet view; but that of playing her an 
‘innocent trick by ‘bolting out,’ and furpri- 
zing her. _ Accordingly I took my poft in a 
‘kindof dark clofet let into the wain{coat, 
‘in which were kept a few books, fome bot- 
-tles of cordials, and fome toilet. lumber, on 
fhelves which hardly afforded me room to 
nich myfelf without fome uneafinefs, 
“fhut the door of it upon me, which 
being in carve work, fymmetrically with 
other parts of the room, gave both fight and 
| ‘hearing fair- play, through the interftices of 
~the foliage ; 3; and all this, both thought and 
‘execution, was the work of a | moment, 


. So we Lady 
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7 . Lady, Travers came in. alone, in her 
morning- -drefs, ‘Bave a tranfient glance, 
very likely without «meaning, round the 
"room, and yang the bell ; upon which I 
" propofed ‘keeping .to my entrenchment till 
“fhe fhould have difmiffed her attendance. 
“Prefently, her woman, her trufty, confidante, 
“Mrs. Vergers appeared to the bell, Lady 
‘Travers, afked. her if Sir William (meaning 
“mie). had been there. No, my lady. Wel, 
fays ‘fhe, with a careleffnels that piqued 
‘me heartily. >it is no great matter: go, aod 


i ive orders at, the door, that J am not at * 


‘home either’ ‘to ‘him, or any one elfe, and 
return inflandy._: | 
"The: general order of exclufion, ‘out: of 


‘which tao I had heard myfelf fpecifically net 


‘excepted, and which I could fo. little.exped, * 


‘mortified, and indifpofed. me to -purfue my 
‘projet ‘of furprize, and while wl was, delibe- 


"rating what countenance to put on. my ap- 
‘pearance to her, Mrs. Vergers returned; 
‘and lady Travers afked her, if fhe had. taken 
care to provide the woman fhe had ordered 
her? "Yes, my. lady, fhe i is in waiting..——-= 
Well then, you may bid Buralt come ta mg, 
‘if he is able, if not,:1 think, I muft go te 

hin. 


~- 
et ea dis Bn ee a "as Ange 


ees 


i 


- 


3 


a Coxcoms,, ' 315 


him.—May it pleafe your ladythip, he is a 
great deal better ; he has been down in the 
“‘fteward’s room already.—— let me ‘fee him | 
‘then, and the nurfe may come at the fame 
time. © % 

Upon this, ‘Mrs. Vergers went out upon 
‘her errand, and I remained in a profound 
‘mufe, upon what fhould ‘be the meaning 


: “of this odd condefcenfion. I knew. there 


‘was one Buralt in the houfe. I had feen 


: “him without ever having taken the leaft no- 
- ‘tice of him, nor had I ever remarked tha¢ 
. ‘Tady Travers had diftinguifhed him from 
. ‘the reft of her domeftics. He was by birth 


“a Swifs, and 6f a very ordinary coarfe figure. 


_ “She had picked him up abroad in her travels, 


ta [a 


‘and had’brought him home with her. I had 
‘heard too, -tranfiently, fome time after my 
acquaintance With his miftrefs, that he had 
“been at’ the point of death; but the had. 
‘never, to me, laid any ftrefs upon his illnefs. 
“IT was then admiring within myfelf, the fud- 
den excels of this charitable concern, with- | 


: Vout juftly penetrating either the Motives, or 


o 
i 


Vergers, with his knees knocking together, 
ot P 2 


: the extent of it; when the door opened, 
“and this Buralt came in, leaning upon Mrs, 


._ & 
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‘a wildifh flare, and all the fymptoms of de- 


bility and pallid faintnefs. They were 
followed, at a little diftance, by a plain, 
‘modeft-looking country-woman. As foon 
as this Buralt was come the length of the 
bed, he let himfelf fall upon it, without the 


Jeaft ceremony, -whilft lady Travers bufied _, 


herfelf with examining the nature of the wo- 
man’s milk, and the terms of her agreement. 
After which fhe brought the nurfe to the 
bed-fide; but as foon as the poor woman 
viewed more narrowly the object to whom 
- fhe was to give her breaft, fhe recoiled with 
vifible horror, and affright; nor without 
reafon ; for it is hardly poffible to figure to 
_ one’s felf a more ghaftly fpeétre than what this 
_ wretch exhibited, wrapped in a kind of blue 


coat, that fat onhim yet lefs loofely than his 


_ fin, which was of adun fallow hue. His 
eyes goggled from fockets appearing funk 
inwards, by the retreat of the flefh round 
them, which likewife added to the protube- 


_ rance of his cheek-bones. . A napkin in the 
fhape of a night cap covered all his hair, | 


~ (except a platted queue of it, and fome lank — 


/,ide-locks) the dull dingy black of which, by 


- 


its 
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its fhade, raifed, and added to, the ee 


of his grim meagre vifage. 


. It was this figure, however, that this fu- 
seth, this delicate lady, employed herfelf to 


- fupport, and boulfter up with pillows, befides 
her own arms, fo as to vlace him in a pof- 
> ture.to receive the benefit of the reftorative 
_ which fhe had prepared for him, in the 
- milk of this nurfe ; and the fondnefs, and 
* humility with which the performed this ten- 
' der office, obvioufly enough reminded me 


{ 


of the libidinous lady in one of Scarron’s 


novels, 


. 
, 


She could not, however, prevail over the 
nurfe to conquer her fears and averfion, fo 
far Mto fuckle this babe of delight, but by. 
dint of encreafing her hire; and then, with 


' her face averted, fhe gave him her breaft,. 
' which he faftened upon, and looked more 


like a fucking demon, or a vampyre ef- 
caped from his grave, than a human crea-. 


' ture. He prefented, in fhort, a horrible 
' caricature of the ftory of Roman piety, where 


a daughter faves the life of her condemned. 


' father, by the nourifhment of her breaft.. 


. I ftood in the mean time motionlefs with | 
furprize, without other fenfe of life, than in 
P 3 the 
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the tharpnefs of my afftiGtion; which exceeded, 

at firft, even my indignation. ‘There was 
no pofiibility of miftaking’ the motives 
of all this wonderful charity. The appre- 
henfions of them, ‘from’ my own experierice, 
too fenfibly began at home with’ me. I 
was more’ than’ orice, upoh the point of 
Breaking out, and’ adding one more fioure to 
the protpe before me.‘ My pride, how- 
aver, ficpt in’ to niy refcue, and, by reprc- 
fenting tortie the wirworthiness of ttre’ objed, 

prevailed ‘over the rage which impetuoully 
prompted me to exhale it, by covering her’ 
" ith: confufion, Reproaches would indeed 
have relieved thé véxation with which I wat 
burfting,- hut then they would ha¥e’ done her 
too much honour, It was then myfelf, 
that I réfpeéted, niore thar I {pared her. 
And after all; I was only wounded in. the 
lof of a pktafuré, which the habit of it had 
endéaréd ‘to mé, and upon the! groftnefs of 
- which this {cené had: opened’ my éyes:; x 
{tene too, which had: riot the greateft right’ 
tb farprize’ me, cornidering alt that I had 
before Known of her character, I felt, 
however, pangs in’ the firft inftants, as for 


_ the feverance of a Tis. but: the ‘isnmedi- 


: ately 
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ately ‘conféquent reffeQion’ of its being a 
rotten one, helped me to fupport myfelf’ 
under the agonies of my pain. I had then 
barely the patience neceflary to fee the whole. 
difguftful tranfaction, without breaking, 
covert, 

THe nurfe was difmiffed with orders to 
come again, and lady ‘Travers, after feveral 
expreffions of tendernefs, which clofed up 
the evidence of the nature of her concern 
for this chamber-fatyr, propofed feeing him 
herfelf back to his apartment. ‘This was a 
circumftance which luckily .paved the way 
for my efcaping, without the neceffity of 
coming to perfonal explanation, any plea- 
fure in which my rifing fcorn had, not how- 
ever without difficulty, enabled me to res 
nounice. 

‘As foon then as I faw the coaft clear, 
I fallied out of my hiding-place, and with a 
perfe@ indifference about my being feen or 
not, by any of the domeftics that might be 
in the way, Fgot to the ftreet-door, and, 
finding nobody in waiting in the hall, opened 
it, and let myfelf out, with a moft thorough 
éctermination never to re-enter ite 
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_In_ the heat of my emotion, and in the 
urgency of my paffions with me, to give. 
them a vent by communicating this moft 
woeful difalter of mine, I hurried to lord 
Mervile’s, and happily found, not only that 
he was not at home, but that I could not. 
expect to fee him that day, for which I was 
afterwards not forry, fince, all as my fury, 
fubfided, I confeffed to myfelf, that this. 
chance of his being out of the way, had 
faved me the ill grace of a complaint, and 
the folly of expofing to him, . unneceffarily, 
a fcandalous fecret ; my own concern in, 
which did not fuffer me to make the beft of 
figures in it, and which was fo much better, 
to ke paffed over in a contemptuous con-. 
cealment. 

i was however fo faint, ‘and overcome 
with all-the agitations,- and . confli&ts which 
j had jutt undergone, that [ threw myfelf 
on a. chair at Mervile’s apartment, ’till 1 
could recover a little breath. It was then I 
defired his fervant to furnith me the necef- 
faries for writing, and my recent rage dice 
tard me a letter tolady Travers, embittered 
with all the gall and vinegar that overflowed 

from y heart. It was, doubtlefs, a curi- 
| ous 
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ous piece, and, to the beft of my remem- 


' prance, ftuffed full of the moft virulent in- 


vectives, and concluded with a compleat 
felf-difmiffion from her ladyfhip’s fervice, 
with a recommendation of her for confola- 
tion to her gipfy-adonis, as foon as fhe fhould - 
wed yecruited, and fet him upon his legs 


When I had finifhed this moft heroic 
epiftle, I went home, and fent it by one of 
my fervants, with an order fimply to deliver 
it, without waiting for ananfwer. And, ine 


_ deed lady Travers was wife enough not to at- 


tempt toanfwer it. For what could fhe have 
faid fo well as faying of nothing upon a dife 
covery fo flagrant, and fo unfuiceptible of 
palliations ? neither did I ever enquire how 
fhe took it. Probably, it did not operate 
fo very violently upon her, as I would, at 
the time of writing it, have wifhed or pre- 
fumed it: thofe who are capable of fuch 
a conduét, are not generally very ‘fore: 
the habit of deferving reproaches, fears 
them to the fenfe of them. Lady Travers 
then, who had often boldly drove two ‘or 
three intrigues abreaft, could not either 
be very ae of feeling, much confounded, | 
— Ps ‘or 
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or’ at a lofs to find a colour for my faddén 
defertion of her. Nor could E help being 
told fome timé after, that fhe literally fok 
Idwed my advicé int one point, for fhe 
placed her minion, as foon as “he was re- 


covered, at the head of her houfhold, ‘and 


that, no doubt, with Ket Nearty confent for 
the world’s thinking juft as it fhould pteafe 
of it. 


Theie ig iii foine eisceuiiiaie enor- 


mity, and that whith I faww' fit this of mine, 
combining with my tatural levity, foon in 
fpired me with fentiments df the ¢ooleft ree 
fignation. Even the fatisfa@ion of feeing 
myfelf free from ari engagement, of which I 


now faw all the indignity, made me héar- 


tily afhamed of the pain which iy undecep- 
tion had coft me. I grew even hard t6 re- 
turn into favour with myfelf, for having 
- wrote in fuch outrageous terms fo. lady 
ravers; not only as it betrayed a fenfi- 
Pility which fhe did riot deferve, but as it 
was inéonfiftent with the confideratioiis of 
compaffion which began fo occur to me, 
For I foon came to fee lady Travers in no 
other light; than as dne of thofe unfortunate 


efaradters,conBitutionally fubjeéted by thevio- . 


lence 
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Ichce of their paffions, to thofe weakneffes 
which too often debafe thofe of the higheft in- : 
tellects, beneath their ewn notions and prin- ’ 
ciples ; and‘who, by this means, become lef- 
fons of humility to man in general, by 
fhewing him, in the examples of others,’ to 
what excefles intemperance, and: mif-rule' 
of appetite, are, at times, capable of carry- 
ing even the wifeft : at the fame time that’ 
they fhould infpire him with a falutary diffi- 
dence of that ftrength, which human pride 
if too apt to attribute to reafon. 

Thus, however, lady Travers loft at 
once all the merit of her favours, and all 
the power of her beauty to give me either 
pleafure or pain. The difcovery of fuch’ 
an abandoned cheapnefs had now funk her 
in my efteem, beneath the rank of thofe 


‘unfortunate commoners, who having none’ 


of thofe refpeéts to break through, which 
fhe owed to herfelf, have befides the plea 
of neceffity to interceed for them. Thofe 
unhappy creatures follow vice as a trade, 
and treat it asa drudgery. But lady Travers 
went fuch foufing lengths in it, with the lefs 
excufe, as fhe had fo many more obligations 
from birth, fortune, and nature, to have at 
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leaft fpared herfelf the indignity of fuch a- 
choice. Tafte and diftin@ion, if they do 
not juftify, they at leaft ennoble weaknefles., 
As there are virtues then which are their 
own reward, fo there are vices which are 
amply their own punifhment. And I did 
not doubt, but that even her own felf-con- 
tempt would fooner or later do her juftice 
on herfelf, even if fhe could be proof againft 
the fenfe of thus lofing me, for whom fhe 
had openly pretended a violent paffion, and 
in which fhe had at leaft found the folid 
amufements of one. | 

As a quicknefs of confolation is not one 
of the leaft enviable perquifites of the cox- 
comb-character, the fum of my reflections 
prefently amounted to a radical cure, and 
I began to be Jefs provoked than afhamed 
at the {mart of it. As nothing too is more 
natural than the fkip of levity from extream 
to extream, I now felt the joy of my difin- 
gagement, with fuch a fincere guft, that I 
conceived I might fafely embark afreth in 
new adventures; if not for the pleafure I 
might expect in the courfe of them, at leaft 
for that I figured to myfelf in getting rid 
of them. Such are ene the plans of a 
| cox- 
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¢€oxcomb’s reformation, fuch his ufe of. his- 
experience. 

-In thefe laudable difpofitions, 1 declared 
war within myfelf againft the whole fex., 
Not that I was yet fool enough to put all. 
women indifferently under one cover and, 
fuperfcription, or to lump conclufions a- 
gainft them from thofe obje&s of my amufe- 
ment or contempt. But the truth is, that, 
Thad contraéted a very low opinion of the, 
mais of them. - I had not obferved, in their - 
favour, that moft of them treated none with . 
more ridicule and contempt, than fuch of 
our fex, as were in awe of, or really ree. 


 fpe&ted, them : and that nothing was more 


fyre of commanding fuccefs ‘with them, than. 
precifely the not deferving it ; a humour, - 
of which however they have had. the ho-. 
nour of fetting the fafhion to Church and, 
State. 

Poffeft, as I. eminently then was, of the 
fort of merit neceflary to make all the for- 
tune I wanted with them, I was determined. 
to profefs gallantry at large, to cultivate : 
no ferious attachment, nor entertain any 
paffion for that fex, other than that of the. 
bee with the flower-tribe, pillaging upon the. 
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wing the fweets of de, and flattering on 
‘ to the next. ae ee 
In. chiv courfe, however, whatever airs of 

fupeticrity I had inwardly prefamied myfelf. 
copablé:of ny fontiteft for edfe, ahd certain’ 
rérfairis OF that‘tindebatiched natural candour, 
which: iy the charzéter of youth, made me’ 
find one great Inconveniencé® in: that it was 

{d-much eafier'to get a miftrefs, thah to get! 
rid‘of et. But then this difeourit was bab 
laneed avai by the fervice the noife of an 
iAGidelity to a ftale’ miftrefs, did me in the 
getting a frefh one. Women, naturally” 
enemies to women, and from that principle 
icapable of union enough to make 4 com~ 
mon: catife: againft a commion enemy, feém 

rather to treat the rrioft notorfous perfidies, 

as recotumendations. ‘Thus the ill ufage of 
one woman, befides: that it flatters the ha- 

tred of another, it provokes her vanity to 
the dangerous tryal, whether the prefumed 

faperiority of her charms, may not give her 
‘the honour: of niaking a fool of one, who 
las made fools of thoufands. A project, 
however, by which numbers have been cru- 
efly drawn in; with this comfort to. them, 
indeed, that their examples will pive as little” 
_ “warning 
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warming: to,. as they thethfaives had! taken: ie: 
from, others. ee: 

I fet out then fall fpekd in the fame Me’ 

rect, which I had feen: purfuied ‘by'a tiuttiber: 
of éaxcombs; whom I heartily defpifed, and 
in-which, molt certainly, Fnever found thofé: 
rapturous joys, the hepes of which had fe - 
duced me into it. More pafftons.too that 
one fell faort in their accounts, fince I could: 
not diffemble to myfelf, that thole :-women. 
whom I undertook, aud over whom F pre- 

vuiled, were: either too weak to give my-de- 

fires the pleafure of a -pfoper refiftence, or 

too worthlefs to give niy vanity leave fo live: 
upon the reputation ef having fubdued them. : 
Fo partieularize therfi fatther, would, after 

alt, be abufing the privilege ‘of my charaGer’ 
to trifle. I could fearte be: more infignifi- 

cantly employed in writing the Hiftory of 
my own Times, than in that of thofe imme- 

morables, with whom I lumbered the lift of 
my conquefts, and who were coifcquenily 

far from being matter of triumph, or 
récord. 

Men are only great grown children, as. 
fond of néw play things, and efpecially as apt 
to be cured of their eagereft fancies, as that 

age 
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age. is of its liquourifhnefs for fweet-meats, 
by a furfeit. Thus arrived at the topping 
my charafter, after having, in the courfe of 
it, obtained the honour of paffing for the 
moft {plendid, happy, dangeroys coxcomb 
in town, I grew cloyed and fick of my fuc- ~ 
ceffes. The’ frequency of indulging, be- — 
numbed my fenfations, and I was fuddenly . 
taken torpid, in the midft of my good for- 

tynes. I began as well to difrelifh the fa- 

-cility of the fex, to whom I was fo ungrate-. 
ful, as not to give it the leaft credit for all- 
that it {pared me, in the very little expence 
it put me to, of time, modefty, and fince- 
rity, as to defpife myfelf for my own cheap- 
nefs. For I had_even defcended, in the 
wantonnefs of a promifcuous chace, to wo- 
men, and thofe not in the loweft walks of 
life, whom I thought myfelf obliged to fwear 
previoufly to fecrecy, and that they would 
never divulge the honour I did them. 

I faw myfelf then with pain, in the wretched 
enough condition of thofe pieafure-fated Sul- 
tans, who, in the midft of their overftocked 
feraglios, overtaken with the languors of fa- 
tiety, and drugged even to loathing, with all 
the paflive obedience and non-refiftance round 

i: them, 
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| thems find at length haw effential the heart 


is to. the preparation of a feaft worth the 
appetite of the fenfes ; and are obliged, for 
the intereft of. pleafure itfelf, to. renounce: 
their prerogative, in order. to receive it at 
the hands of love, its ony sae a 
penfer. : 
, Then it was chat Lydia once more rofe: 
to my refcue, triumphantly, and difpelling 
the clouds and fumes of a debauched imagi-. 
nation, .refymed a fame which was to burn. 
the purer and fiercer for its viGory over 
the fewel of a groffer fire. Her memory 
now revindicated fully the poffefiion of me. 
I felt feverely, but falutarily, that nothing: 
but the true. love-paffion could afford mea 
happinefs, to which my tafte could fet its 
face. And as nothing preaches fo power- 
fully or leads more furely into a retarn to: 
reafon, than the experienced infufficiency of 
a courfe of folly and vice, even to the end: 
of pleafure, aimed at in it, I was not yet fo: 
grofsly abandoned, or fo much an enemy to» 
my felf, as to withftand my own felf convic- 
tion, however ungratefully I had ftood un-- 
moved to the tender remonftrances sa my. 
relations and friends. ee foes 2 
ra) a Ex. 
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'Vatiety exhaufted'inddlénce, “and above 
ail. my: fenfible -expefierice ‘of the: futi- 
lity, and: norfenfe, of the courfe in which 
Inbadc beene bewildered, hadi at? favourably 
difpofed me td ‘a fiifpenfion; at teaft; of my’ 
felliess But’ then: ie basechorbed fax love. 
alone to fecure to me the benefit of this: 
difguft, and < to. detach! me effectually from 
them. My. heart, at hft, xowzed, and’ 
refuming) it’» importance, madé:me fenfible: 
that: it was: made for love ;‘that nothing fefs 
would -worthily fatisfy it9 delicacy, ‘and! that’ 
in playing falfe to-that paffian, Thad, to my’ 
own wrong, renpunted the tnieft, greateft! 
pleafure, t0' whith: :humtaaity can’ boaft its 
inheritance... T remembered how, between. 
raptures ofidelight, aiid patios‘of regret, the 
firft.inftarits of my: fafception of it. All 
the fweet:emotions I had’ felt at the fight of 
Lydia, and had never felt for any other, 
rofe irreview before me, and movingly re- 
proached me with the'wilful murder of my 
own happitiefs. E wondered how, or by 
what infatuation, I could facrifice 4 divinity’ 
_ to obje@s beneath event the honour of being 
her: vidtiins; I: could hot conceive then ‘a’ 
more peers degradation, thar-what the 
error 
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etror of indiftinétion, and the violence of thofe' 
taftelefs paffions had plunged me into, only’ 
to make me fee] the more fharply their com~ 
parifon with the’ noble-one;, to whieh I ‘tad? 
feemed to give up'my pretenfions, I’ judged, 
I’ condenined myfelf then, and the ‘fevere 
Confcioufnefs of my follies, bevan’ to do. 
Lydia juftice on‘ myfelf, for a toleration of 
her abfence, which had worn too much the 
air of indifferénce. Es 

I had it is true not punétually obeyed her 
orders to me, to: fufperid any enquiries after’ 
her, but [ had not, difobeyed thém enought 
to acquit me even to myfelf, of an atcufa- 
tion of neglect: But ih this violent réeftux’ 
of the tide of love, I determined nothing fo’ 
firongly as repairing my failure, and going! 
perfonally in queft of her, with a diligence 
that fhould leave no hero of a romance, 
iy purfuit of his princefs,, the adds ay a 
parifon to his advantage,‘ 

I had long’ fettled' withift miyelf, that for’ 
many obvious’ réafond, it was “noe inl the’ 


_ Britith -dominions I was to‘feek for’ her: 


I ithagined with juflice that fo fdiffied a 
Beduty, attended witly the ‘cireumfances 
Before related, could not have remained fo 

long 
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Jong in obfcurity, or concealed from fuch 
perquifitions, as I had imagined, I durft ven- 
ture, without giving her caufe to complain 
of my having too glaringly violated her in- 
jun@tions. And, to fay the truth, I had 
delayed from inftant to inftant, my. fixed 
defigns of commencing an effectual fearch, 
in the momentary hopes of her own. mani- 
feftation to me, But my impatience was 
now rifen to fuch a pitch, that I decided 
within me, that a longer acquiefcence 
would be an injuftice to myfelf, and an ine 
dignity to Lydia. ; 
As foon then as I had given my ‘refolue 
tions a degree of confiftence -requifite to 
carry them into execution, I prevailed 1 with 
my aunt to indulge me with her confent to 
proceed upon my travels, and as lady Bellin- 
ger was at length grown to think, that I 
could fcarce employ my time worfe abroad, 
than at home, I obtained it. even from her 
fondnefs and regard for me; upon the con- 
dition however of my attending her down to 
Warwickhhire, where certain indifpenfible 
affairs required her prefence for a few 
weeks, and of my bringing h her to town, 
GC iy. cae Bie rie Fb od, sateen AL : after 
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after which I was to difpofe of the time of 
my out-fet at my own difcretion. 

I came into this condition ( though cet- 
tainly I would not have refufed her any 
fhe fhould have been pleafed to exact of 
me) the readier, for that I looked upon 
that county as the central point, from which 
I was regularly to begin my enquiries on 


the fpot where Lydia firft difappeared, and 


thence date my departure in the fearch of 
her. 7 | 
Upon communicating tog my defign to 


-Mervile, he without entirely. approving the 


romantic part of it, with his ufual ‘warmth 


of friendfhip, offered to accompany me a- 


broad, though it was not long fince he was 


returned from the tour. of Europe ;. and 
finding me unwilling to abufe his complai- 


fance by ftraining it fo far, he forced me in 


my retrenchment by engaging, and making 


a point of my acceptance, with lady Bel- 


‘linger, who was greatly pleafed and relieved 


by it of any apprehenfions for me, under a 


‘condu@or, of whom, with no more.than 
mere juftice, fhe had the higheft opinion. 


_ Our equipages were then ordered to be 
got ready with all expedition, that we might 
‘fet 
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fet out immediately upon my. return from 
the country. 
Whilft thefe difpofitions were making, 
I could not help feeling with the pureft j Joys 
the. reftoration’ of ‘Lydia | ‘to all her empire 
over my heart. I compared myfelf now, 
with the figure I made to myfelf, in the 
‘days . of my moft triumphant coxcombry, 
“and found it a: virtue to be vain of my gains 
_by the change. ‘A delicious ‘calm had now 
facceeded to thofe gufis of folly and intem- 
perance which had made me take a gulph - 
‘for 4 port, and carried me with fuch violénce 
7 “down the dangerous ' ftream. I feemed now 
to breathe : a frefher ‘purer. air. ‘Séntiments 
‘of all another merit, fentiments ‘more deli- 
cate, and infinitely more voluptuous, filled 
my Heart, ‘and added to. thie ‘fweetnefs they 
brought with them, the j joy. and felf- gratu- 
‘Tation Gf 2 an “efeape. | I taftéd “flow, with 
“the highett. relith; "thé difference’ ‘between 
“pleafures, ' which refleQiion i is fure to redouble, 
‘and thofe it is fire. to deftroy, and ere 
“pain upon their ruins : between, in. ‘fine, 
thofe delicate ‘defi reg, which, are ‘the recti- 
fied afrit-9 of the, hight palin, aitd thofe 
in- 
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ijaftinGive. ‘a ciate anesthe mune of 
‘the lowelt. . fae 

i had, (EEE Ton ee fa 
Jmy. impatience; | my sdossbts, sarid wy fears : 
put even that fuddering .was ‘compenfated 
-by. she ;worthinefs of thar. motives... 


. Ag. length evsry:thingiwas in - readinefs 


for, eur. preliminary journey‘inté the coun- 
-tey, Avhen, 1an1 the. :eve.lof: our -fetting out, 
went with Mervile, -by way. of diffipation, 
‘to amafk-ball given by the duke of N—, 
-at his own houfe in 
Nothing could be mere: iplendid than the 
raffernbly wof the ‘company: there} or more 
relegant ‘than: the entertdinmént, in which 
-tate- wondered 'to‘fee itfelf' for once in alll- 
vance with ‘magnificence:' -Mervile happen- 
ing to feparate from me, I-fauntered aboat 
othe » ‘apartinents, -with an fitdifference ratu- 
-yal ‘to ‘the ° fentimentts . T had ‘ ‘lately: taken 
ip, and swhieh ‘made “me dectine any par- 


-(tieular ‘notice! of ‘the ‘ladies, dnt the’ cor- 


~vidtion:-that -the ‘beft precaution againft a 
-relapfe;-is the not depending ee troreushiy 


he poten ve a EG 
: dbwas! in’ his” Heares “atttion, when 


‘aly, and befeté- any number of ttie“com- 
: 4 peony, 
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pany thought proper to take off their mafks, 
mine, too loofely faftened, dropped off, 
_and I took no pains:to retie'it, being rather 
_pleafed with the cafe and frefhnefs of which 
this accident had, -without my meaning it, 
given me the benefit. . I could not, how- 
-ever efcape hearing a.gentle exclamation of 
_furprize, from a corner of. the room,. fo 
which I was, at the time, neareft. - A -mo- 


tion of curiofity dire&ted my eyes thither, | 


and I obferved three ladies cluftering to- 
‘gether, and whifpering in a way for.me ea- 
fily to difcern that I was the fubje@:of it. 

. This alone at firft, drew. my attention 
towards them, and with a liberty familiar 
to thefe aflemblies, I examined them to. fee, 
if through their mafks, I could _enetrate 
who they were... 

_ Qne of them efpecially. engroffed . the 
whole ftrain of my conjeQures, being fy- 
periourly diftinguithed by .a delicacy of 
fhape, and dignity. of air, which not only 
attracted my.eyes, but gave my-beart a-pal- 
pitation, of which I could not conceive. ‘the 
meaning. I could not be weary of admi- 
Ting the graces which cgmpofed her. every 
gefture, and all that namelefs charm,’ that 
_ 3 power 
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powerful unaccountable, which, mocking de- 
finition, is, without being preqifely beauty, 
the very foul arid fpirit of sit, I tryed to 
comuiand. away my.eyes from:fo dangerous 


-an sobjact, but in, vain, whilfk, my heart 


anitinoufly determined them. ‘upon it, in 
direét rebellion to my will, Alarmed at 
-thefe violent emotions, which I began to 
confider.as regerminating feeds of thofe fol- 
lies which Ihad:boped were entirely | killed, 
4 was then meditating my retreat, when one 
,of the other. Isdies advanced towards me, 
and flipping her.mafk, for an inftart, afide, 
. fet me. fee'fhe was Mrs. Barmore, one-who 
_ Vifited frequently at my aunt’s, and was be- 
: fides a:inear relation to lord Mervile, whom 
- fhe took! :for her text, and afked me if he 
‘was ‘at the ball; I aflured her he was, and at 


-:thelfaine time, urged by an impulle ftronger 
ighan myfelf, I could. not; refift, the op- 


speitunity. of . joining company, in the 
. hopes of difcovering who this fair unknown 
might be, who had given the peace of my 
_preaft a difturbance, to which “it had been 


. yong difufed 5: Mrs. Barmore herfelf feemed 
- ytq: favour this, in¢lisation, by. ‘continuing 
ae she: ‘Conyerfation. with me, .My.sacognita, 
‘Sohip ae. a 
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fn the-ntean tine, -képt-a-profound: fibouca, 
“which kit not “hinder 2meifrom :imagining, 
“thar I ‘obferved @ certain air-ofuconcern -and 
‘apitation GMPifed éver her, vard: which: com- 
“municated - 'to “me ‘a Uifquiét the -mose di- 
‘trading, for tny ignorance of apy qpattice- 
 treaute for it. “Ag'for-the-other shady, she 
talked ¢oMits, | Baswtioré of indiffienon t mrat- 
“ters, “and ottaftodally mde. mea °-comphi- 
efent upoh shy habit, which’ howewer >was 
“peither very-remiatkalle, “nér very.- -ourigufly 
chofen; ‘being ‘fimpby shat of a. thunsinan, 
-qwith his ‘accol tréenianes for: the chace. 
“"IBy “this °tinie; -Mervile’ ball - joined: us, 
“and -prefenthy, 790i vpon:{uddes pocolbedtion, 
Mires, Bariiote -atked us, if: we ‘had sfeen 
“Jady‘Gertrude'Sunly, »who-had tthe day be- 
sfott bech introduced at coust..:: ' Mesvile 
‘4dedlared ‘He “had ‘not, ‘upon: whieh |T:-an- 


‘fwered very coollyyand icacthefyly, cat I 


_—-Sigdas dn the ‘drdwing<foom: atithewory)punc- 
Cure, and in'theerowd sofithecciveld wher the 
“was prefented. Theriext quivltion inccousle 
- utlto nie, ‘was How | Hkedlhec, . Totwhith 
 wery. giddily, »and without. dondidetingy: the 

’ Papeete which ‘Mes.: Burmote therfelf; tor 
“aber: “Company right Nalg:-iintthkeopinion | 

— fhould 


Should igiwe:of her; I canfweaed, that. I had 
feen bet long before: without knowing who 
fhe wae, but that [had pers fed ber. even with 
-aétansion, and: had; feen--nathing, very. extra- 
sidinesy in. he ipériqnex That he :had:a 
geod Mape..and-fkin, a face mo that was 
‘net (Very -dxceptionable, byt. that ‘the fea- 
‘tases-of -it, had. wo play y. nor, air of life; chat 
the: ltd: one ef théfe-rame, sangaeaying cpun- 
temanices, that wit Rever wont -with, and 
thet aktopeshto nthe, was ®gure common 
enough, ‘and fuel as one might yiow without 
toe much rifque: and this, I added, I might 
fay from sy iawn experience, , Mrs.. Bas- 
more faxveged up her fheulders a¢.:this im- 
-Pertingnsts and told. me with feme .acri- 
mony, -dhat.I. wis not: enly ivory dificult, 
‘bug fiagular in my-epinion:; that.the whdle 
Towa was, :and would be agaidtt: nie, in 
this ‘idetifion: of “mine....:‘This toneof con: 
‘txadi@ion,, inftead | of :entighteniriy, dr prq- 
wwiag aching cof reserve ibr! reparation to ind, 
“palflied: ate deeper : into my plunge, -efpeci- 


ally. as I-comidcmot:affociate the idez' of ikis 


dady Grererade, with what.I faw-ofsand falt 

fer, :the: young lady who ‘wae with: Afr. 

*Barchose, and: whofe. niafic could sied cuni- 
oS Q2 | ceah 
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‘ceal: certain. marks of: concern. and .impi- 
‘tience, which broke out at what I had {faid. 
As for the third lady,: the: was, - entirely, by 
“her fize, ‘and flatare, out ‘of! she. :queftion. 
‘The'truth %c0} was, that Lihadi been’ ‘the 
‘whole day fe dunned and peftered. by unr 
‘bers, with the terms of “ a prodigy of beau- 
166 ty; sia. mituele.of Nature,——-the 
$6 -fineft creature -under--the! heavens,’” with 
-other exaggerations ef this fort, applied to 


thie lady Gertrude, in whtdnt: I had teen. no- 


‘thing but what was ‘barely tolerable ; that 
-on this occafion I could not command my- 
felf from: giving my fpleert-a little vent, and 
accordingly, inftead of irepeding: from what 
‘I had .advanced, -or giving it-at-leaft a pal- 
diative turn, ‘I filled up the medfure -of my 


-abfurdity, ‘by the indecent eagernefs with 


‘which I-shought mylelf obliged to fupport 
my opinion; anfomuch;. that the: third lady 


-pulled; Mra. Barmore.by the: Jeeve, and 


beckoning:herto follaw ber, took. the. young 


-lady away, déaning upon ~her arm, dnd left 


Mervile and me pretty abruptly. - : Mrs. 


-Barmore juft. flaid behind long enough to 
Jét ‘me know the excefs of my:impolitencss, 
for tbatiit aaa eet trude in perfons. befdte 


whom 
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whom I had fpoke with fuch apparent flight 
of hertelf.i. That befides my being extremely 
in:the wrong, in peintof judgment, I mutt 
havé been dither abfent, or thoughtlets in- 
deed, not to take the hints that fhe. had 
given. me. ‘That, for her part,. fhe was 
intirely’ clear\of ‘any malicious defign of 
drawing: me‘ into the fcrape, by her inter- 
Topmion, show E liked. the: lady ;. for that 
fhe had grounded it ona feafonable fuppo- 
fition, that there could not be two opinions 
of a beauty fo auniverfally allowed. to be one, 
as‘ lady Gertrude was. That therefore her 
queftion was purely an _initocent trap for 2 
compliment, whieh ‘fhe ‘thought it had been 
impoffible to have refufed her, . by any-one 
awho ‘had: ever foen her. Upon this’ the 
left me; undermy-confufion, with my mouth 
open, and a filly excufe fticking in my throat, 
-which fhe: faved me the confufion of bring- 
‘ingoet. 

Yiet, to fay the truth, on lefs difpleafed. 
‘with myfelf for the blunder 1 had commit- 
ted, than at the baulk I could not diffem- 
-ble to myfelf, this difcovery: had been, ‘to 
.thofe fentiments and emotions I had felt at. 
ds fight of this lady Gertrude, -under her 
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maf, ami -whont: Ii Had.feen with {ach per 
fod indificgaune; without! one ; and:in this 
idea, I cowed: aot ihelp telling; Mervile, lange ' 
ingly, that inwaa greatly ber intenet: to) west 
it for. fe. -': ) 

In the mean time L; was: £6, difegp thea with 
myfelf, for: the: imprefiéns:of- which: I had 
found umyfolf {uderptible on thim oneahory 
and fo: daskptd with: my diG@gppsatment 
in the: alijh®: of:thena, that. Lprefan dy, after: 
took. leave. of . Mervile; burried out of the. 
Ball- scons, Swag: inth-the felt. cheir. in. waite 
ing; and:canediome with. asedavbled insper 
tieneerta begin say journeys, upor which. J 
accordingly > fats outs, with. lady Ballinger, 
the very nEXpeMOrHiMBy: 

"Ag foarr. dd we, ware: abrivedat. our fan, 
pre I equid. difpofe. of an. inflaat’s leifece 
fromm. the erewdi-of: friends. and, seighbeuss. 
Jgonccam esi tin.pay.ivs. their comgliments, 
my firft vifit, (and. I proceeded .upon::.it 
with. the: devetibn: of a pigris tov the 
fhring. of his fele& faint) was to the eottaie,. 
which had bream cosfecrated: to‘ ms: by the 
-aefideste! Inydie hadi'made in. its, Here T 
: foun: Mrb. Githlen, who. {till tendnted it, 
; allve;\ aad. tshofpested. with. jny ito: fea me, 

. and: 
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aad. efpecially:ber grandchild Tony, whom I 
bdd-browght, dawn wh. me, and. of whom, 
E hag, saken-a¢are, fuitable, to theamportance. 
of- hig recommendatian,to me, from having. 
had the hoaeur. to fenve Lydia.,. Nor, did} 
think it beneath me ta be.pleafed. with fee- 
ing-the:fares-of bloed take-place,,and break 
eue in the pure language of, nature, which 
entertained me with. a, fcene,.not without 


. its worth,’ if, byt for its movingly prefenting 


to. my; the power of. fimple, undebauched 

fepfibilitys,in thislow, rftic ftate, to beftow, 

a. happinals, too, often adulterated, of, fmo- 

thered.. amaidft. the: lath of intereftt,, ay, the 
diffepations A high, life, 

_ Basfonn ithen,as. the: gqad.old, -veoman.had. 
fetishes the pleafing duties. off natwral affee: 
tions. I indulged .mylelf wath.the; eammemo: 
rationof: Lydia to-her.. And, it can only 
hereanceisied, by thofe who have. truly loved, . 
how high avank .and. intereft,, the cireums 
flanseref; hex having lodged this-fovereign of 
my heart, gave-her with me, It is the cha- 
ragter,:inisthe privilege of that, impesial pat 
fian_to-ennoble every. thing that, has, any rex: 
lation: ta; the, abject: of. it. I knew the 
shuld) not, have beard, any: tingjob hey with. 

Q4 which.. 
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whith. f fliduld not immediately have’ beer. 
made: acquainted, and yet I could not help 
afking her the vain queftion, her anfwer to. 
which in: thé niegative/had the power to: af- 
fia, without the. right to furprize me: 

~ The idea however of my now: being upon 
the fpot in which I had, for the firtt time, 
feen Lydia, carried-with it in the midft of 
the moft wifhful regret of Her, a peculiar 
fentiment. of: fweétnefs' and: delight. A 
thoufand tenderly’ interefting images crouded 
fo. my memory, and. flattered ‘the- refump- 
tion of ll my ‘paffion forher.’' Every thing’ 
P faw reund:ime, to whieh my remembrance 
could. annex. any relation: to: Ker, wore in 
proportion a ftamp of value, ‘and ‘an afpect 
of joy,. that feemed to hail ‘the | ometitary 
prefence of her to my inchinted i imaginationi 
The air, methought, had: a. local: virtue, 
and felt‘more balnry, more ferene, from a 
confideration: of the place ‘in whith I now 
breathed, dnd retuired the refpiration of it 
modulated i into fighs, which relieved the ten- 
der: anxieties: of my breaft, Ar foft, and. 
not unvoluptuous:, melancholy: ‘ftole- ‘upon 
ime, which ‘I indulged, ‘and cherifhed; un- 
 aert the whifpers of pay hopes, ‘that F thould 

, va 
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yet. find again the only perfon on earth, . 
capable of reftoring me to myfelf, and to- 
the world, which without Lydia,.was no. 
more to me than the wilds -of.Tartary, or- 
the defolate receffes of, Ruffia. 

I did myfelf then fome violence to quit: 
a.fpot fo neceflary. to -me, but during my 
ftay in the country, I neglected not one in-- 
Mant of leifure, :in which I could return to | 
it, and. _ enjoy, in the. bofom: -Of folitude, , 
thofe. foothing pleafures of love-penfivenefy, , 
fo preferable to the tumult of irregular pat- - 
fions, or to the comparatively cheap, indeed, . 
joys .of, promifcuous a or diffipated . 
life. 

Retreats into the outieny had never ap-- 
‘peared to me in any other light, than of a. 
duty ta. cultivate, at certain feafons, the - 

_old Engish hofpitality, if but to give the mine- 
workers of agriculture their juft encourage - 
ment, in. their: fhare: in- the: circula- 
_ con. of , the; revenues. produced by them. 
- This too, I allowed. to be ho more. thana- 
_ grateful return for the enablements draughted 
. out of the, country, to live in town, the 
_g capital feat of | fociety, But then. I could 
ABN no | ideas « of a very. lively pleafure,. to 

Q's the. 
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che acquittaPof this Kind’ of Iknditak. ~The: 
examples of. thofe mutton: heade® felf-ex> 
fds, Who dard for ni ahy' pbine-thfitk ‘oF 
live out of the fathion, of thofe wiic are ob 
liged to retire on thé retrieving’ pian, of 
of thofe who affeét a rural recefs, (forfooth !): 
with an air of philofophieal felf-importance; . 
or withdraw in fits of heroie fpleen front a: 
world unhappily fallen ulder theit difgrace,. 
‘and to which they: are perfectly: infignifi- 
cant’; all thefé were far from difinclining. 
me toa choice,. which I faw they’ did’ not: 
‘make,. of keeping, to town, Thad often: 
‘ther beheld,. without the léaft temptation: 
to envy, or. imitation,. thofe- cavalcade’, 
called grand retinues, which appeared to me: 
“rather like funeral “proceffians, in whith: 
fome. lifelefs corpfe. was carrying: ont of- 
town to be depofited for a time’ in its borj-- 
jing: place, in one. of thofe' templeé 3? dull- 
rie ralled sowatry-Toats, where yAwnsare the: 
_* form of worlhip 3 either had F; at tiirie, dh. 
‘ verted myfelt amifs with fcenes of fonddef; TL. 
"pad fen aéted between many a woeful pairof 
“turile-deves, who bad taken fheleey vider 
Shady bowers Irom the difturBance of art 
vious’ wetld,, and palfed ver 
i ot ive. 


ye 
os 
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| Ko Tong hours, phya:to plyz,; imcoeseg-quer 
the ohi flobbered taleof “¢ my, dean. andmy 
dear” ¥erwith all thisrailing, withall @is.mey 
diftaite tothe. general. infipidjty of a. countsy- - 
' Jife, which I porbaps: pufhed. to a coneactb- - 
_encefs, could not.help-confoffing te mpfalf - 


ji that fuch.a companion as: Lydia, wasvery ° 
seapabbe of making. .me.difpente with. all the : 
| weearifomnef, and. even: ridicule .of it: ef © 
| infafing; into “it all. the: fpirie I could: with, 
'  gaed-of inde awifying-ode,. by hee prefenss, . 
"fgg. all the. pleafures of theunives fe: bnbdern - 
Wid she ft: fensiments, it warnet natural | 
fox. tne to: peqledd any sacafines camdyaiv4 fo 
“point deat was: fe raych:a pains With. nags . 
> aa: the, xecowery -of Fgia, - 1. wepe then fo | 
, — Waswvisii my elf. where 1 made. ali, the. ep-.- 


qniries: inaginedis, and alh refyltigg. in Yai. . 
‘ _ Fproeneded thenammy feassh, til, aplength, . 
* —_Joarrived pa Briftels whoxey By e-minutensls - 
* eifheidi mp andi hy aromer diigentr and ect 
” sleet nyt: desea, Ii fewnd, stlength, baw 
. nuek: mosn: chsGually one. a feltsferved, | 
, ‘than: by eomgailion, : Fors Prag : 
, ow Avian: tha: ROTI ep tiidts: A LaF, -BEGK- 

, ewan a RBS cncentary fos, my purpelte, 
, ote? Qo6 oP. 
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‘appeared, that.a-Flanders-trader had cleared | 
out thence for Oftéend, on.or about - the day 
‘that Tom loft fight of ‘the: coach; in ‘which. 
_ Kydia-went off; the mafter’s name Ebenezer; 
‘Tomkins ; whofe habitation too, by farther. 
enquiry, I ailcoveret ear tet abeNe. a Shore: 
mileout of town. 
Juftly. then: afhamed; ~_ eee at 
ena for:having fo. long delayed procu- 
ring myfelf ia fatisfaction that I: might. have. 
-come at with fuch obvious eafe, I proceeded 
— in- perfon toe. this Tomkins’s. houfe, who I 
was informed was then actually at home, on 
his. retuen frene. one of his trips. On niy. 
mecting with, and expofing.to him the pur- 
‘port of my application, ‘he very. frankly told: 
me all that I believe.he knew, ‘which was in. 
‘fum, that his-veffel ‘had been -freighted at-a. 
- very liberal price. for~ fore-time- before,. to . 
‘proceed,’ ‘with :permifiin of. wind ‘axid.wea- 
“ther, at=a minute’ s' watntrig: by: ore who . 
. “galled: ‘hinifelfiMr. ‘Bernard, . ‘for: Bimfelf, 
* andchis family, confifting-of three: gentle- 
' cwomen ;. tha€‘he. believed - they: mutt: ‘be. 
* perfons~of* ‘note,’ ‘by. their fpariag no cot 
for accorfimethition dnd: pfovifions “fer “the 
_YOYARE'- « That: he: iad -no ‘difcourfe ‘with: 
them,. 
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them, - as they kept clofe inthe cabin,. 
’till he had landed. them fafe, at Oftend; 
and farther be cogld give ame ao.acgount. ;, , 

-Unogmpleat as.thisinformation was,:! took | 
‘it as: a..good:-agapn fos the -fucce(s’ of my. 


future gefearches.- .I.had now. traced Lydia 


te her landing-place.on the consinent, and ; 
was determined not tp give over my chace, 
*eill .1; fhould. have perfected a difcoveryy to 
which I now nara oer : 
happing{s of, my life... ? 

I returnéd then to,our von with ; an ime . 
patience for my yeturp to. town, redoubled - 


-by the light. I bad:obtained,- and, 1, was only 


- withheld. from, hiring a,.vellel, and. fettipg - 


Ut dicedily ; - from: .Briftol,, .by. - the ngitgumae 
tances of my. grayelling-equipage. being, j in. 
Landon, and of the engagement 1 was un- 
der to lord Menvile. for ited inahe 
,expedizion,,; sort bey 
cy Leafily however prevailed on lady Bellinger 
£9, pxpedite -her..affzirs, and fucreeded fe far 
ag, to:bring, hen up..ta:toyn, atleaft,a, fort 
night sbefgre the sime, fhe, had (ct herfelf for 
tee: tranfagtion af shem. byti which | my as- 
dour obliges. ang.my adtivity epabled her to 
‘abide, without, tog mych aida aad 
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| UPort-our tefurtrtd town, Mervile came. 
te'me; ‘and Frouk? not’ heliy obférving;: a- 
midi his- compliments of weleonte, a cet 
ater diec-of AuRwardhess; arid embaraffinent, 
taturalto-précéde # déclaraxtion, -which he. 
did! rhe however the jultice: to: think woull 
dappoint without effending me. 1¢ came 
dnt at lenpely, to the follewihg perpere. 
> (Rater smyth: Ball nce. want ‘mech 
so perfiaticn with you of the fiticerity-of my: 
‘* proffers. to aceompany you abroad ; I 
“will fil parétiloufly make them good, . 
+ unlefs’ yourfelf. fal? difpenfe with it.. 
we*Dhe: trutiy:.is,. ‘that: fitrce your leaving « 
4 town, f fav; by pure ateident,” ‘at my 
-edifin’ Battnore’s, ‘the. celebrated. lady - 
6b ESerftrude Sunt, and: could hot efeape - 
“W4-the fate whiel: inevitably: attends’ al? ovho: 
+ fe her, “Once more; F fay, af} bécaufe 
‘6 even the friendthip F have for’ yous: doés: : 
We nor give’ nly ‘memiotyl leave’ te do’ you fo | 
és teh an-ofice’, ifo che thdtige OF any'thitig - 
We thae makes fo muchdgainit your: tafte- and: ; 
“06 judgment, “as what FE heard‘yoir fo-rathly 


“+ pronbdnted? port that lady at: ithe: ball. 


Oe yh itis Howkver;! ‘dpotr-releAion, ‘does - 


hor — thai’ aces me: aE. 
* own 


e 


! 
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of own I thoulll be fortty to fee you on the - 
Rc panke of competition with m¢. From: 
© ony adiWirittg? Hew tent. ate AME Fiehe, 
OO faceintty Inttodwetioh ta Hey atiuatatance 
2<! throught! Mits.° Bhimore’s* ihretef®, ° that: 
O0 ndritiration 39° Beare a paffion; but ‘a- 
sm puffidn-in fern, and the rhofl ferfous: bu- - 
o« fines of my lifes. Peonfef to -yar' then, - 
bs the TT thould: nde withdutearegret, a: 
*° fly excu fable td'a frend! rot infenfible of 
*¢ the power uf ive; fee you tho rigordnily - 
#6 ega@t froth me che actomplifhinent of a . 
+ promi, the inconvenienee- of which tbs 
“you, from yout’ dequitting he of! i6, . 
4: Beart te’ propeitinn sd the nceuttiey! ofl my - 
Wy Henke hete; tothe pur fae} in Mort, of &. 
WA Dent, : tity Rreie® it whieh: wilt greatly - 
 detidd the futuve -happinels -of: np life. 
e& Nut; added He; tut B-have hitherto adatte 
‘S-any progrefs, to-whicly-i dare. ‘yess give: 
a jfename ofl ewestrigement, :. Lady Ger- 
& drude c@h a6 pec pnly conjedure, linn Scie 
@ eines by ny afidulig,. nep mfp, , 
arid ime qesage:|: (fat 1. Mieevila,. 
And burfé, owt inte. lamgin, vwieich etrende 
Wilceneoned, nnd uiured. hind ef sity neb teke- 
‘thy Sa) dathppinitabent of bbe im tog-guare 
3 a 
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alight) ‘*.why:this-is little lef than, flark 
<< faringlove; whata tragic whine was these? - 
cs, -affidpity and. sefpost ‘toot what folemn 
+ terms are, thefe | -have, you. been placing 
| “6 for them. the pld obfolete, di€honary oi the 
<S love- cant-of, our.anceftors? or is this the 
$< identical lord. Mervile, who, with .all his. 
“§ complaifapces. wed: to,-Areat- may paffion 
‘s S for Lydia-ap 2 romantic fights? —You feel 
$* then, my good lord; ,atdength,. the farce. 
«“ of your own. fuggeftions, that to retrieve: 
«. a true tafte.of pleafure, you muft look for - 
| ss it-ia the. natural genuine loye- paftion, i in, 
ss fpite of,. all. the, fafhionable decry it, ds ip 
| $4-Te fearQus: shen o§ this. reformation,. I ine - 
S4 flangly, deft; and .seleafe. you. from, = : 
4 engagement.to go aoroad with me, and 
_ 4 yorhave ‘not. only my: confent, to ftag, . 
$s, hut say beft-withes.for your. fucceeding to 
Sil aad ena aang ice 

7 And TD (pokecas: 2. thought... ‘Neshing, 
| safservall,. wid nore: impesfonal £9 me, than 
_ this paflion of bis. for: Jady: ‘Gertrude; I-had , 
foen her atifome ,affembly, before-her pre- 
‘featment . at. court,. when, fhe , had.; not .fo | 
much as-ftirred: miy curinhty tqienquire her 
mame, nor ididd kaowity "til L —— 


» 
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periour, an objetion,. veven ne to my 
own fenfe-of things. 

This did not, hawever, santibute to dif- 
pote me more favourably to the. Jady herfelf, 
whom I made seals for my difap- 
pointment, Neither was I: over-furprized 
at: this influence of hes’ s. I knew taftes 
were arbitrary, and though fhe. bad. been far 
from ftriking mine, I .eafily, allowed that 
fhe might pleafe see without. ay 
leave for ite, 

. Meryile thus . relieved. reas his engages 
ment, refumed all his eafe and chearfulnefs, 
and offered ,to get me introduced te lady 
Gertrude, before [ fhould proceed. on my 
yoyage, ip the . firm affurance, as, he. faid, 
that I fhould. be athamed of: hayjng - pafled 
®y opinion fo lightly upon -the : merit of 
her perfon ; that he was certain, I could 
not have feen her with my | ufual eyes § 
that dy even in_point of politenefs, .0 ,owed 
her a reparation for she. rudgnels of, what 
the 


. 
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fhe had! hetfde hezrd me fay’ of het at’ the 

ball, ahd’ upot which, tHongh fhe had noty 
fd big knowledge: ‘guid dary thing, ‘when it 
Wat ‘ottalibhally” meh tibheds her looks ‘had | 
plirinply betrayed: a’ tertaitr ait’ of pique and 
dotififion, in’contradPAibn to 'het dind at in- 
difference and unconcerh:; bat ‘that indeed 
fhe inuft'fave been: mote than worrian not 
to-have velevited ‘an. disfry, ‘efpecially OF this 
Wirt: Oe 

‘~ "THis: was ’a dana that I would -Havé 
gladfy piven both Mervile and’ the lady, 
eveti upon my: own'acebant, tad not I con- 
fidtret my time'as’too fort to fpare any in: 
Pints Fit fo forny wrt ceremony. . 

Upon this I told Mervile that I tonftitu- 
TE "Hin' thy: proxy,’ ‘and! Hoped ‘be would 
acquit tne of’ the reparation to whith lie 
taked'nte.”” "Phat, bélidéss it was requiting 
of nthe to-do sty eit an’ ill office to‘ fee a per- 
foi whoih “he repre(ented °£6 ‘dangerous, 
ard that Would’ ‘only toad‘ my departure with 
‘an“addltiGndl regret. : “Fat ‘I ‘might-how- 
‘ever’ protiably fee-fier at feime publi¢ place, | 
which ‘would fave nie the foritiality ofa vifit, 
‘in ‘Which eats 't {Kould—i—_-here, Meivile 
“fnrerrtipeed’ ne; ‘with Obfetvirig: that Pneéed 
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Hot: refer any: thing.tb-that chane, foxithat;. 
independent, of her: foeming to: underftand 
the! vale. which. teferve apd, rarity ‘add, te 
beauty, too well to contract the chaapreta 
of thafe-faces tonftantly uppr flew at.“the: 
gardens, wells, and. other: parading-placety 
the had lately efpecially. apptered in, prey ta 
a profound, melancholy, which had ingifpon 
fed her to,all, ‘public 'diveniions,, aud aven; ta 
the, amufermertts! af private foriety, te &. 
point thus her mouyr complaited: of, wither: 
out afligning any: caufe for it. 
_ Ff fuck, hawexer to my: evafian af: any 
vilit in. fox, though Mervila did. net eafily 
gave ever -his inkfterce, We parted shea 
neverthele@ ‘upon, the ‘teuns: eff unhated' 
Ssienddig,.. and. he . went, aa. I -aftoswards 
leeaned, to: lady Geetrude’s, whoat he ac- 
qvainted of his follicitasinns of. me to fee — 
ber, and: of my having deelinds. thet 
purely fiom tha hurry I. was ing now did, he 
emit valuing. to then -the obliging tush, I 
hack given: to: this eatufe ; but withal he 
twoak care not to intrenel ugon- the fecret I 
had it general, arid-hefore,, seeommended to 
hit, in refpe& to the: capital..and fole 


mbtivoef my rflution.te leane si te 


* 
~ 
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This mark then of my indifference, where } 
was already fo. much in. the wrong, was 
fhaturally.’ enough received ma Coriftrued as 
a frefhe infult. SN gees i oe cat 
~uE very: thing: being: riow - foor’ scaly ‘for 
my proteeding. to Deal, where I propofed 
embarking for Flanders, -I-had only left my- 
fal to: ‘pay -a few vilits of duty or bufinefs 
Andon the foot of che latter “it: was, that I 
Gould not’ help: calling at lady Snéllgrove’s, 
from whom. was to take letters of recom- 
mendation to abrother of her’s, then refiding 
at Bruffele, -Metvile’ was in the chariot, 
ind rigiged’ forthe: eft: of the evening, 
with | me, | We found the was at -home by 
‘a-coach beingat the-déor, and were imme- 
diately let: up to: the’ drawing-room, in 
which fhe was in company with two ladies, 
‘who were then upen ‘a vifit to. her. We 
advanced. towards chemi. They had got up 
‘at our énttane into the room, and as I was 
Aiding tmy:bow, my -heart-yet more than 
‘my eyes, difcerned that one of them was 
-who?: even the Lydia‘ fo’ long loft to me, 
and in perfuit of. whom I was. preparing to 
‘yange the: univerfe,“ and fo feek ‘for . her 
wey where but: where’ the was not. to be. 
Yes ! 


205 
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Yees!-I thudder yet t6 ‘think how near T was to 
wandering from: the center of all my withes, 


vall-my happinlels. “AE this’‘dear*and’ tines 


peated fight then,’ F 'ftood ina’ trance of 


furprize: and joy, unable to command afty . 


‘motion, or exert one power of free dgericy, 
“ander the oppreffior of fact :fudden: fenfa- 
tioris a&ting unitedly upon ‘me, and keeping 
-every othet! facialty of aij foul: furfpended. 
I gaded, I devoured ‘her with éyes 'infuffi- 
cient to aff the raptures; and avidity of my 
heart. © But the vivacity’ of my ideas kept 


- down the burft of expreffions with which 


jt heaved, and choaked ‘my “utteranee: 
was even’ too much enigrofied by alF'l felt, | 
fo attend to, or diftingdith, what lnipreMolls 
the fight of me made upon thers: but the-iti- 
ffant of my recoveriag my riatutal liberty of 
motion, 1 precipitated myfelf at her feet, I 
feized her hand before fhe could draw it 
away from my grafp, and’ could syot but 
* difooncert-her with an impetuolity, of whith 
J -was not ‘in thefe ‘moments of. trarifport, 
the mufter.” 1 tried in vain to f{peak,: but 
‘my. emotions ‘filh overpowered ‘me. “And 
‘when at length my fentiments forced 2 
-paffage, it was only in an exclamation of 
| the 


-_ 
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she. pane ef Lydia, in, inartiqulate breaks, 
and ‘heartrfiggched.fighs.. (Lydia herfelf ap- 
peared: so, me. ‘as.foon ras I, syaa-capable: of 
wemarkipg, her. fituation, -if Je furpriaed, 
pat deG,, carifounded, or agitated than my- 
Telf,: yet, the, ,quicknels. of difcgrnment f 
peguliatty, the loverpaffien,. that it may be 
walled itp. inting,, wmade, mg, feal 3 :fgme- 
what, if, notdynprcreferved in. ber recep- 
tien .of ane, at deaf, iwpating much .of, that 
wranoth of awesome, which fould have 
,wighed. in fach ,a. semeectings: But,-even 
thas. remark, could. not matesially dath my 
jdrayght : oF A@ight,. inthe yiglenre, of nay 


* fentiongnty axqpenged .all. .memory ar se- 


ef ant ayesy, Ming bat, the prefent .oh- 
Jette: 1 daw, day dity.asnd Ghat was erenge,. 


3; Abe: ladys hawever, whowas.withLyda, 


did, not, deave.me..time to recover miyplelf, 


‘sbofoxettallagsher: by-chehand: with ‘an. air 


“Ff authority, and. an dinexpeded faddeaneG, 
whieh cut off oll. explanation, Jed: hes autiof 
shereom, whit, I, represexted ithe -figuee of 
-onc, petalfied alive, iwithout the fanfe: or 
iequrage, :td::fallom, -or, oppole:them., +1 
ee ee wdnt. eo puree aa -Lbe 


ie : «he : ve : , \pialled 


ln i ce 


- Fw -@ & BD fF. 
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paffed mes that. “Aen, ant make » bag 


actor.”” ai 

K dopked wildly rauad BOP sxpeding 
from, Menyile, fams.Cucceur, or. confolation, 
But, be, toa, was vanifhed.: fo, that ag 
at.once, by my. miltrefs, and friend, 1 re- 
mainedin g ftate of, fhupar, and de(olation, 
7H epable, ta yppert my (lf poder al ‘all 
diGcagtion of.diftrefs, she feverer: for fo « quic 
& thifte J Sunk dawa under my weight upap 
‘A Chaity Jnydig. Still fwimmiag before my 
#965: Lydia fo, happily found, and fo -unac- 
;copntably Ipft.jg qne and, the fame.inftant. - 

Lady Snellgrove, who was herfelf aftanifh- 
oA at-this {cene,-apprpached,.and piked.me, 
what, I. -bad done. £0, affront. or drive away 
lady Gertrude Sunly and hey mother i in. that 
HHAMAGS, 

Jad asrtrude, Sunly! 1 styed, out. Is 
‘she whale garth combined, ta Perales. and 
stortyre med what lady: Gertrude ! what re- 
slation has, fhe to. Lydia 2, to this Lydi lay | who 
-has.juft left me in this. cruel maanner ! p 
I do.not know what you, mean by Lydia, 
-tgpied lady Sneligsove,, golly. enough, but 


: — iets, saemle but know am oe 
_ thefe 


ees ¢ is . i owe ae Ltr ") i 
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the ladies, were the countels z of M—+§ 
and her daughter lady Gertrude. Se el 
I was however fo far from: knowing, 
What J wis” even then incapable’ of believing 
it, ‘though Twas affuredl that tady Snellgrive 
‘was *ndt of a turn to trifte with me. But 
‘how was I to’ believe her againft ‘the depo- 
fition of “my own eyes?. we proceeded then 
‘to explanations, in’ the ‘courte’ ‘Of’ which, [ 
‘foon difcovered that my error ‘was ‘owing to 
a caufe too fimple: for the ‘confequénce of 
‘which it had been, ‘and'‘too: probable: not to 
give me the chance of an caly clearance of 
ye innocence. ce EES Swe 
Lady Gettruie had not,’ as it happened, 
been the only’ one e prefented that! day at 
had preceded her, 
and it was to her introduction only that I 
Aad been witnefs, without the: leaft curiefity 
‘to alk her ndme; any more than I had‘ done, 
“when Thad feen: her once ‘before.’ » As fhie 
“was not then ‘made; if propriety may excufe 
a. vulgarifm, ‘to be named in the ‘fame day 
with lady Gertrude, this laft had engroffed 
the public 2 atténtion ; infomuch that when 
cher name was' mentioned,‘ upon the occa- 


fion of her prefentment, I very currently 
| affixed 
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gifixed it to the perfon whom I hadmy felf feen 
introduced,and had never once flarted adoubt 
of my mitake, till I was now undeceived 
aad fet right ; but with what pain to reflect 
on all the appearances of wrong, which thie 


tinlucky error had given me, to Lydia no 


longer, and now lady Gertrede ! I had 
flighted ber to her face at the ball, left the 
town the aext morning, though I was by 
her - fuppofed to know the was in it, I had 
eonteniptasufly refufed to fee her, and to 
crown all, was fetting out upon a voyage, 
that to her wore more the air of fhunning, 
than of feeking, her. Yet in the midft of all 
thefe fubjects of confufion and regret, the 
conicioufnefs of my innocence was not, 
without reafan, my oonfolation. As my 
thoughts too :had flown the compafs round, 


they could sot efcape the confideration of Mer 


vile being my rival, and of his fudden eclipfe 
from my fide; bat Thad aot time to dwell 
wpon it, for company comme in to lady 
Gneilgrove’s, I was driven away by their in- 
terruptioa, arid my own impatience, to pur- 
fue my inquiries after lady Gertrude, and 
to procure my/fdif the effential relief of clear- 
ing up os aaa : 
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Eafy it was to find cut where fhe lived, 
and as I had no thought of prefenting myfelf 
either before lady Gertrude, or her mother, 
before I fhould have fmoothed the way by 
an explanation, I imagined this could not 
be better executed than by a letter which I 
propofed fhould be conveyed to lady Gere 
trude, by Mrs.-Bernard, or her father-in- 
law, ‘the little old gentleman who had fo 
fairly put the fam upon me. 

In purfuance of: this ‘refolution, Dioe 
dire&tly home, and preparatorily difpatched 
a head domeftic of mine, with Tom," whe 
knew Mr. Bernard perfonally, with a note 
to beg the favour of feeing him, and, in the 
mean time, I drew upa letter to lady Ger- 
trude, in which I had nothing to. do, but 
to flow upon paper the pure emanations of 
my heart, which patheticized the truth too 
forcibly not to compel conviction. 

_ By the time I had finifhed my letter, my 
meffenger returned, and acquainted © me 
that the gentleman was not in’ the way that: 
evening, but that the note left. would cer- 


‘tainly come to his hands in the morning. 


All delay was death to me,. but againft this 
I had no remedy. . It was now that I felt. 
: ahe 
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the want of Mervile to unbofom niyfelf to, 
and, as if my ill fortune was bent -upon not 
fparing me. one: circumftanee of - torture, 
even that of jealoufy.‘rofe: upon me, in thé 
remembrance. of his .covfidence to me of 
his fentiments, for: lady ‘Gerfrude. In the 
reftleffnefs ther natural to fuch a fituation, I 
drove to Mervile’s, but could neither find; 
nor get ‘any intelligence where to - meet 
with him:; -upon this I courfed him alt 
over the town, through: a'l his haunts, or 
p'aces of refort, and all to no purpofe. 

I returned home then, late, oppreffed, 
and harrafled with the variety of violent 
emotions and ‘fatirues I had undergone, 
and then found myfelf not a whit the nearer 
to my repofe,; for rts being fo neccflary to 
me. 7 a | : 

The next ‘morning, pretty carly, I re- 
‘ceived the ig: aes no Mervile. 

-- &T have: rio ‘extol, Sir, to make you 
-** for the abruptnefs:‘of my leaving you 
-6© yefterday evening. ‘The pain which 
“© your difcovery of Lydia put me to, 
*© abundantly acquits that incumbence. ‘In 
as ne firft heat then of:my vexation,. the 
ae R 2 rival 
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‘S rival naturally prevailed -ovet the friend 3 
S* and I was not extremely difpofed to make 
‘* you, in a At ef high heseics, a facrifice 
“‘ of my cempetition. Weither then to 
“* frienddhip, yor even to fonour, fhall | 
‘* falfely give the morit pf sny defiftence in 
«* your favour, but. purely to a teafpnable 
 defpair of fucceeding in a purfuit, where 
‘you have fo much the Mart of -me. 1 
* am ferfible too, there has been dome der 
** vilifh miftake’ on: your Side, and hare my- 
*< felf fo much more candour than to aim 
“ut taking at advamtage of it, that even 
“< before I thal fee you, I propofe to wait 
< on lady M———=, and acquaint her of 
“ my perfuafion of your innocence sowards 
lady Gertrude, , ftoga all that I know 
** myfelf of it, and which will come with 
“< the more efficacy fom me, as fhe 1s not 
‘< jonorant of my fentiments for her daugh- 
6 ter. You will, en your part, no doubt, 
*¢ negleét nothing that may forward your 
S‘ clearance to them. Thus you fee, you 
$6 traitor, that all mysevenge on you for the 
_§6 death of my pretenfions, will be my fin- 
66 cereft endeavours to re-invalidate yours, 
_ ss we to find, at Jeaft, in the Jatis&Ction-ef 
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*¢ your wifhes, fome reeompence for afl 
** that is denied to me in mine. I fhall fee 
*< you fome time this morning, and now I 
6¢ am my own again, I am truly your’s, 


MERVILE.” 


Nothing could have more rejoiced, or 
tranquillized me than this recovery of Mer- 
vile to me, unlefs a reconcilration with lady 
Gertrude, of which I accepted this for a 
good omen. I had fcarce finifhed the 
reading of it, when Mr. Bernard, or rather 
Mr. Withers, which was his true name, was 
at the door, and had immediate admiffion 
to me; when, not alf the fenfe I had of his 
having impofed upon me, and yet more 
unmercifully continued me f long in the 
ignorance of a point fo important to me, 
could hinder me from- embracing, and giv- 
ing him the cordialeft reception ; and tho’ 
he was naturally of a dry, ftoie temper, he 
did not feem entirely unmoved at the: pro- 
fufion of careffes with which I loaded him. 
After then the firft compliments, F made 
Rim fic down, and not without fome gen- 
tle expoftulations, and to fay the truth, I 
wad not permit myfelf any other than 

R 3 | the 
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gentleft, and a fuccin@ explanation of the 
adventure at the ball, which I thought no 
more than neceflary to befpeak, and engage 
his confidence; he gave me the fatisfaction, 
for which [ ardently longed, in the follow- 


ing hiftory of Lydia ; in the recital of 


which he had now renounced all. difguife 
of fact, or falfity of face, and language. 

‘© It may, Sir, faid be, very well have 
““ feemed ftrange, and unaccountab'e to 
se you, that a young lady of fuch birth, rank, 
* and fortune, as. Jady Gertrude, fhould i in 
“* { tender a feafon of life, have been forced 
“in the charaGter of a fugitive, to take 
*‘ fhelter. in that. retreat, where. you. firft 
“ faw her, ‘elpecially i in an Age, and in a 
oz Country, fo very unfavourable to romantic 
** adventures. 

_ §© Te will then be. neceies to 20 back to 
$s the fource, and to,acquaint you wat (amie 
‘* particularities of. the family which you 
“ may have poffibly heard before, in order 
** to introduce thofe which may have ef- 
‘* eaped your knowledge, and which form one 
$6 of thofe fecrets,, that are.reftrained to the 
“* narrow. circle of relations, or intimate 
<< S* friends, pen where {candal thas ng 

** very 
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“© very iateeah intereft in the ciNENE 
4° them. 

‘© The earl of M— has by his lady, 
‘© only one fon, lord Sealy, a young noble- 
<< man of great promife, and this lady Ger- 
“© trude, who is what ‘you fee her. - Lord 
‘© Sunly was upon his travels, when my lord 
cae » upon an accidental vifit at the 
“S earl of M ’s feat, faw lady Ger- 
£* erude for the firft time, and,. though fhe 
’° was’ then fcarce out of the verge of 
£* childhood, he was fo ftruck, as.to forget 
$* the whole diftance ‘of the horizons, be- 
* tween her dawn, and: his fetting, for he 
© was upwards of fixty: a widower, and 
46 childlefs. He had then no fooner formed 
“to himfelf the proje& of a matth, with 
S< this young lady, but he ‘fignified it to 
S‘-her father with that air of authority, 
S¢ which he thought became him, as one 
** of thofe leading minifters, who difpofe of 
66 the fate of ‘the nation, and taking the 
 $Ceark of Mai —~ by his weak: fide, his 
*‘ ambition, he fhewed him fuch an accefs 
“te sower. ahd accompanied his propofal 
**'with fuch tempting: advantages of for- 
“*tune and intereft, as dazzled my lord 
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©6 Myer tO. 2 port, that fhutting he 

“* eyes on every oppofing confideratian, he 

** hardly kektated his canfent ; ia which 

“Ss he invalved without further ceremony, 

** and: as matter of courfe, that of the young 

¢< Jady, and ber motKer. 

‘6 He had the more readily too prefumed 
“* the concurrence, ‘or at leaft acquiefcence 
“of Indy M——— isi this difpofition of 
““ his, ag he bat never expertenced any ma- 
§¢ teriat oppofition to his will from her, as 
“ the is naturally: of a mild, paffive tem: 
* pex, and Kad ewer appeared ta be tho- 

#<< roughly fabdued by the air of abfelute 
“* contraul and authority, with. whieh he 
* believed he fwayed evary thing us his. fas 
“ wily , though, by that fubmiffion of 
her's, and the lef of art there was in Hy ~ 
*< the effedr of it was. the more lafting and 
“© fecure, fhe, had often by. giving way im 
“ points repugnant to. her fenke. of things, 
“< feen, the fury of the current, fpend, 
* break, aad infenfbly turn ufelf m, her 

_ © favour, 

‘© When he intimated then ta her, in 

“© his ufyal firain, his views for lady. Ge~ 
“ trade, as 3 meafire. upon, which he. was 
“° refalved, 
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£6 refolved, lady M » who for many: 
S& obvious reafons was. utterly averfe to this 
“< difpofal, without direétly coming inte it, - 
“© expreffed no. farther diflike to it, than’ 
©< what might be conftrued a natural unde- - 
“S ciftom, im fo critieal, and intesefting a 
‘6 concern, in hopes that her turn woald: 
‘& come to ftate her objections, and to elude, - 
“S hy gaining: time. for his coeles confidera-. 
“ tign to take place, the execution of the: 
‘6 treaty, before it. fhauld. be too far en 
“* gaged. 

‘© As for lady Gertrude, when fhe ree. 

“© ceived the advice of it from her father, 
“* in the ftyle of an irrevocable edict, the: 
“$ was. teo much furprized and over-awed. 

© eg utter any fentiments at all, fo. that. 
‘¢ her filence from confternation, and duty,» _ 
‘6 did her the ill- office of .paffing for a fub- 
© miffion, in the. midft of all her inward. 
f* horrors, and revolt againft the propofal.. 
6¢ Sentiments-which nothing could more be; 
“S made to juftify than the perfon and cha-. 
6¢ sacter of lord S For befides, 
“< the difparity of his years, which rendered. 
‘“ him more venerable than amiable, and. 
ae oe difagreeable circumftance of an inves. 
R 5 6° terate 
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“‘ terate gout, he rather arrogated than 
“6 made love. Uncapable of uabending 2 


“< brow habituated to. the auftere contrace ‘ 


** tions. of +t, in his political functions, he 


‘© carried all the emphafis. of tone and gef-- 


“§ ture, with which he folemnized the de- 


_‘ livery-of his falfe and frivolous oracles in: 


“4 ftate-debates, into His addreffes to the 
“* Jadies, upon whom, however, . nothing 
“ could be fo little apt-to fucceed ds thofé 
“© magifterial airs, efpecially without the 
“¢ merit of youth, and a good figure to fet. 
‘* againft all the ridicule of them, 

« “In the lady M , her repugnance 
< to this alliance was the refult of her rea 
*¢ fon, and knowledge of life ; but was in 
“lady: Gertrude, the wifdom of pure Na- 
<sture, which has fenfibly implanted in that 
““ tender age, the guard of an inftin@ive 
©“ averfton, to thofe murderous facrifiees of 
‘Sit to the fpurious powers of Intereft or 
« Ambition, which Happinefs flies from, 
‘¢ and difdains; nor can indeed. be found, 
© (all romantic- fentiment a part) but in 


<© mutual love alone, which, when under the 


** protection of honour and duty, ceafes to 
«* be a paffion, and commences Reafon. 


© Lord 
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‘& Tord §—— however had not the time, 
“* if the thing had been poffible, or his 
‘“ pride had fuffered him, to conquer that 
*4 coolnefs, with which, if he was not made’ 
“to feel it, his addrefles were not the lefs 
<< received by lady M and her daugh- 
“Cter, An exprefs from London requiring 
‘¢ his immediate attendance in the bufinels’ 
‘Sof his department in the public affairs,’ 
“‘ obliged him to leave the country precipi- 
“‘ tately, before he had much to hoaft of 
“< his progrefs with them, and perhaps with- 
“6 out:thinking their confent over-neceflary, 
‘S from his abundant dependance on lord’ 
“ M——, with whom he had aa to 
“$ fettled and concluded. 

<¢ The family foon after came to town ; 
“‘in the mean time lady M found, 
“¢ that fhe had mifreckoned upon the in- 
““ fluence of time, and of her own gentle 
“* fugpeftions, occafionally thrown in avaintt 
“this deftination of her daughter, Tod 
«<M continued to {peak of it,. asa. 
“point unalterably fixed, and with an‘air 
“ of determination that made her tremble 
“‘ for the confequences to lady Gertrude, 
“© who bad rather languifhed, than lived, 
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<* fince her hearing, literally fpeaking, worfe 
“¢ than fentence: of death pronounced: upon 


“6 ber; fentenceiofi life, with.one. fhe could 
‘4 pot: but deteft as. her perfecutor, and’ 


“§ dread as her executioner: 
“When lady Me-——-= was comvin- 


“Sced, that the ritateer was going fo: fe- 


vioufly on, the my lord M——— was 


©< proceeding tipen preparations for thematch, 
“* fhe trie? every infinuation, every argu- 
“4 ment, and every meafure to divert, or 
 difuede. him. from this crac! refolution, 


“Sim vain, He had not been fhaken by an 
* oblique oppofition, and was only the more 
“ obftipately confirmed by a direct one. 

‘¢ He anfwered ther in 2 tone to cut off all 
™ farther contradiftion, or remonftrance, 


' ©* $@ as to Tet her fee, that there were no 


extremities to which He ‘would not g0, 

“ rather than be difappointed of the fchemes 
¢s of intereft and elevation; which he had 
+ planned out to himftlf, in the confums 
* mation of his alkanee. 

‘+ Lady M-—-~ pierved at this to the 
$¢ heart, with the threat of this imminent 
“S blaft, to the happinefs.of,a daugliter, who 
‘* was ae oe ‘her dear and tendé? 
oa - | ** care, 
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<< care, pave on this: occafion a proof, that” 
*< the mildeft, tameft tempers, when urged | 

**. beyond their Hine of bearance, are capable” 
*\of the moft dauntlef, and defperate refo- 
‘* lutions, when generally too they fucceed 
*S the better, for no warning of them pre-— 
‘< coding their projection and execation. 
SC After fecing reafort thes to give over all” 
©9 hopesiof Jord: M-———L’s revoking: this.dif-° 
*< pofa? of lady Gertrude, and’ determined 
** to put every thing to the rifque, rather 
“¢ than it fhould take place; after exhauft- 
“Sing too every: practicable expedient flte’ 
‘t.cauld imagine for her ‘reftue; fhe found ' 
<6 fhe Had no chance-for it: but ore, and that 
‘<a defperate one, in withdrawing herfelf, 
“Cand. daughter, ’til Time, the interven-— 
“* tiom of friends, and the enormity of the 

‘* Rep itklf, fiould open his eyes on that of 
“the caufe given for it. A caufe, great 
‘+ enough ta force her to lofe the wife in’ 
“€ the mother, and to: confult tte preferva- | 
“Scion of her child, at fo dear an expences 
** as fuch a terrible forfeiture of duty. 

- Nothing however now appeared to” 
* kady M——— too-violent, or too Hazar- 
“. dous, to fave lady Gertrude from the worft 

66 of 
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«< of ruin, a east: to give her hand, 
“S where her heart. could not accompany, 
<¢ and would more than probably ‘never fol- - 
“cc low it. Upon the foot of this determina- 
<< tion, fhe communicated her defigns to- 
<“ my daughter Withers, whom -you know 
“< under the occafional name of Bernard, 
6“ and with. ber, fhe ,concerted the necef- 
ce. fary meafures for the accomplifhment of 
“* the efcape which fhe meditated. - For me, 
<< who had been. the fteward of my lady’s ef- 
<¢ tate in Yorkhhire, though I had. quitted it 
ce for fome time, on my leaving off bufinefs, 
<6 my: Jady and Mrs. Withers, both fet upon 
6 me fo urgently, and ftated the extream ne- 
“ + colbty of this ftep in fo fair and forcible 
fa light, that though I was far from dif- 

<<‘ fembling to myfelf, or them, the impro- 
<s prieties both of chara€ter and condudt,: 
‘© in a meafure of fuch importance, as the 
“ fecretion of a wife. and daughter, from 
<6 the fury of an incenfed hufband and fa- 
<¢ ther, and the power of a minifter inte- 
$6 refted, for his own fake, to recover and: 
< re fubject them to it, L was at length ob- 
<< Jiged to acquiefce, and even not deny 
Gs them 
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‘them the affiftance for which ‘they had- 
“* depended upon me. 

** And here I muft do the lady M——. 
ss the, juftice to obferve, that. fhe offered to» 
cc relinquifh, with joy, this refolution of- 
Sher’s, if I fhould fuggeft to her any other’ 
“* expedient to preferve her daughter; add- 
‘< ing, that fhe would, then, acknowledge: 
‘© me her own delverer from the unfatho-- 
‘© mable plunge fhe was rufhing: into, with? 
“Ss her eyes open on the dangers of it, but? 
‘¢ which fhe preferred to the reprcaches fhe 
SS fhould. have inceflantly.to make to herfelf, ’ 
©§ for an inaction that fhould expofe her to’ 
6S fee her child torn from her arms, and? 
‘+ made away with, in a manner fo barba-° 
*< rous, that in both their unexaggerating: 
, © imaginations, death was a gentle efcape 
*4 from the horrars of fuch adeftiny.. That,- 
66 for the reft, fhe durft undertake that when- 
*© my lord M———— fhould have vented his- 
“¢ firft fire, and have bad time: to recover,. 
‘Sand get difinfatuated from his prefeng- 
*4 dreams of power and ftate, he would re- 
“* ceive her again, and treat her as the pre-- 
*< ferver of a child, equally dear to them 
‘* both, That, in the mean time, fhe 

“« fhould, 
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6 Mould have recourfe to the mediation of 
‘* lord Sunly, of whofe fentiments and con-— 
‘Courrenee fhe was affured, and: who could 
<¢ hardly: intereeed: with his father in: vain. 
“*Thae gaining time. then, was gaining | 
6% every thing 
* I was the lefs able too: to ftand before 
‘¢ the preflure of thefe arguments, for that, 
‘© bad. as the expedient propofed merale’ 
<¢ appeared: to: me, Fceuld-not, by what I 
‘¢ knew myfelf of my lord’s temper, name 
‘+ a better, and to fay the truth, I knew it’ 
- 66 was the only one. I faw then, with the’ 
¢+ moft tender fenfe of compafiion, my good 

<¢ miftrofs.driven to.this diftrefefll dilemma 

S¢ of being forced of two evils, both: very 
<¢ preat ones, only to chufe: the keaft in. her’ 

<6 fenfe of them, and that fenfe perhaps.not 

S< (9, unreafonable. an one. Nor could } 
¢$ confiftently with my grateful attachment’ 

‘6 ¢o her; oF even my own defire of being 

Sc inftrumental to the prefervation of lady 

<s Gertrude, refufe running thofe rifques of ' 
66 which I faw they: were not afraid. T 
S¢ cquid lave wifhed a. lef obnoxious. me-- 

6«. ‘thed, but bead ma evidently was 
; .. “pone, | 


- 
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*“none, I obeyed, where I could not 
* advifa. 
_ S* TRere was pow no time to lofe. Ac- 
‘. cordingly the plan wag prefently digefted 
“* and formed under my direGion, in which 
“* it was agreed, that as it might be too dan- 
“* gerous, too liable to difcovery to keep all 
** together, lady M—=——= fhould take care 
“ of berfelf, and that lady Geotrude fhould 
*Sbe under the tuition of my daughter and 
*‘me. That for fear of any accident of 
** detention, ia any of the feaporte, where 
** the {earch would inftantly follow the hot- 
** seft,, by canteary winds, os any. other ac- 
** cidents,,I fhould manage them an azy- 
Slum. ia fome ebfcure and unfujpected 
*‘corner of any of the imland coun- 
** ties, where | was to wait for what fur- 
S* ther osderg J fhoud receive fsom_. sia 
66 lady hip. 
‘* Few women would hewe duel to. ie 
** formed fuch a sefplution, and fewer yet 
*‘ would, with the; fame fleadyne& and 
“* mraftery, as lady M-— have enecutes it: 
* She.a@ed, in faort,, upon this ogcedion, as 
“* if the had kept in referve the whole pirit of 
** her is to. cams outwith it upan thiscuitical 
“< exigency, 
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$* exigency. _ For with a fimulated ferenity 
‘* that mafked her intentions, fhe predif- 
** pofed every thing before the day fixed for 
““ their efcape, when IF received from her, 
** lady Gertrude and Mrs. Bernard, to be 
** condu€ted to the Warwick-ftage, which 
‘¢] had taken as fora family going down 
* out of the city, whilft fhe herfelf in the 
** character of a plain gentlewoman,; tock 
“Sa poft-chaife for Briftol, with a trufty 
** maid fervant of my recommendation, 
** who was not likely to betray the feeret 
S$‘ fhe was not let into, of the. true name 
“* or condition. of the lady, and there it was 
°$ eafy for her in that great ahd populous 
x city, fingly to preferve her incognito, free 

** from all enquiry, or fufpicion. 
-. *© For the execution of this, my lady had 
$$ (eledted a: day, in which fhe knew my 
“* lord was to be abfent upon -a party of 
S¢ pleafure with lord 5- » his now not 
* future fon-m-law. At his return home, 
§* he found a letter left for him: by his lady, 
_  acquainting him with the motives of this 
S¢ difparition, ‘and ‘conceived in‘the moft 
$£ pathetic terms of remionftrance: and re- 
$s "Bret of fiomnefs. arid of tendernefs, of 
. ** nature, 
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‘*€ nature, and of duty. A fact however 


‘* pregnant with fuch apparent indignity and 
*© revolt, could not be entitled to much alle- 
S* viation from words only. Reafon was 
** not made to prevail inftantly over fuch a 
** ftorm of refentment and paffion, ‘as fuch 
** a ftep would naturally enough provoke. 
‘* Reftrained however by a juft pride from 
** giving fcenes' to the: public, he exhaled 
S* his rage within his.Domeftic, and all as 
S* he gave orders for an immediate fearch 
** and enquiry after them, he. had the 
** command of himfelf enough to ftiffle the 
*S eclat of this efcape ‘by a deep filence on 
** the ladies having left the town without 
a ane confent. . He relied probably too upon 

* the efficacy of his meafures to find out 

*S and recover their perfons, before their 
£© feceffion fhould take air. - But he was 
f° difappointed by the ftatt they had of him} 
«« and .the .preventiorial care taken againft 
“ leaving any traces that might immaturely 
“ betray. them to him. Befides which, he 
*S was ill obeyed by thofe whom he trufled 
‘© with his orders, and-who were all at bote 
** tom in my lady’s, and.in fact in his inte- 


S* eft, as he could not ultimately be more 
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“* unfaithfully frved, than to the content of 
‘* his paffion upon: this occafion. 
_-. “ My ladp M—— though, found 
S¢ herfelf miftaken: in her prefamption that 
“< my losd. would foon. esol, or hear reafon 
*< won this poimt. My lord Sunly, who 
‘“ was wrote to by his mother, took the 
*° part of his mother and fifter, -in vain. 
“° In vain did he write to his father in the 
5* moft moving firain. He. continued im- 
*< placable. t.was then foon generally un- 
S* dexfhood,. that: there fub&fted great diffen< 
£4 finns, between my lord M— > and his 
K+ lady, but 0 was know only to 2 few 
$6 impimate friends and relations, that they 
‘§ were: gone. the lengthe of fo viclent a 
sh fepasation, efpecially'as my lord: M——~ 
‘* affedted to cisculate their being gone 
S<. ¢0-Aix-la-Chapelle, for the benefit of the 
SS waters fo-my ‘lady, where ke intended 
 himfelf Seon to follow. THe report too 
4¢ which had beon univerfally enough fpread, 
&¢. of: the alliance:in apttation, fill contimred, 
5S with noother difference, than that it was 
S$ to take place upon their return. 
6 by the miean time my lady’ received 
sh  sepsicd advices of: my lord’s: inflexible 
| ‘* difpos 
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‘¢ difbolition, and of the expedience of oon- 
“ tinuing her (equeftration, if fhe meant 
*< to veap the fruit of having haxarded it at 
“ ali; fo that tired at length wath her dif- 
<< agreeable fituation, the refolved to repair 
SS 40 Bruffels, where the knew load Sunly was 
“‘ foon to he. it was then that lady Ger- 
“trude was obliged to quit the fheker, in 
‘* which fhe had fuch obligutions to pour 
“© politene&. A circumfance however 
S° which at that time I durf not mention 
S* to lady M———, for fear of adding to her 
$6 apxicties, and affition; fince if fhe 
© could fearce juftify to herfelf, the refcue 
<6 pf ‘her daughter ‘from the unpaternal ex 
‘* ertion of my lord M———’s power, ‘in 
“S marrying her againft her confent, fhe 
** would have been, but with great reafon, 
“© the more averfe to difpofe of her withoue 
6 Bis, This would have been too unfuffe+ 
‘¢ rable an aggsavation of his caufes of come 
“¢ plaint, already too great. It was upon 
*© this confideration then, that you found 
‘Sin Mrs. Withers (Mrs. Bernard) fo fee 
$6 vere a guardian againft the leaft advances 
“* towards any engagement, that fhould not 
“§ bave had the previous avowal of lord 
66 and 
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“<¢ and lady M - [I confeffed here, 
that this objection was a_reafonable one, 
and. gave all honour to that: vigilance of 
Mrs. Bernard, though:J could at that time 
fo gladly: Have difpenfed-with:it.J° ©  .-’ 
Mr. Withers went on,..‘‘ We got then 
« fafe to Bruffels, and foon after two events 


* contributed: to {often, and relent my lord 


“« M——. The one was. my lord S——_— 
«* ftriking up: a.match with a-young lady 
‘S more fafhionably prudential, than very 
« delicate, in the difpofal of herfelf ; whic 
‘© cireumftance, if alone, would have only 
«< the more exafperated my lord M ; 


“< but as it happened to- ue immediately fol- 
“lowed by my lord S ’s-poing out 
‘* of power tn one of thofe familiar and ‘in- 
« fignificant changes of the political: drama 
«© here 3 when, with as little ceremony as 
sc amendment, a fet of minifters is as quickly 
‘¢ fhifted as a fet of opera fcenes, my lord 
‘c Mui—— grew a little more calm and 
‘* compofed. The: peace and happinefs of 
‘© perfons once fo dear to him, began to 
<6 refume their due weight with him. -My 


' 66 lady did not want for friends about him to 
. “ feize and intprove the -firft-appearance of 
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<< a lull of his refentment, and being now 
“* at eafe from any difquietudes for lady 
“* Gertrude from my lord S- » fhe, 
“© made no fcruple of ' proportioning ‘her. 
©¢ fubmiffions to the meafure of her offence, 
* and, for the fake of purchafing her peace, _ 
6c gave my lord, on that fide, all the fatis-. 
‘© faction he could with for, towards juftify-. 
** ing to himfelf, the forgivenefs of a ftep, 
“< fo bold, fo extraordinary, and fo derogatory, 
“© to his juft authority. A reconciliation, 
‘© then was foon effectuated, and the advice 
“of my lord Sunly’s having, with leave 
“* from himfelf, joined the ladies at Bruffels, 
“‘ determined him to go in perfon to them,, 
“6 and realize in company with them, the. 
<* journey he had’ occafionally ee to 
‘6 Aix-la-chapelle. 

‘* Accordingly he arrived happily at ‘Brut, 
‘© fels, where nothing could be more moving, 
*< than the interview between my lord and 
** family. Lady M - and lady Ger-, 
“€ trude threw themfelves at his feet, and, 


‘* bathing his hands with tears of tendernefs. 


“ and joy, implored the confirmation of 
“ his pardon in a ftiain of felf-accufation,, 
“and regret, which difarmed and deprived 

66 him 
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© of the power of pronouncing the leah 
< eptoach. | 
“© All paft bitterneffes now merged i in 
t the fweets of their-prefent re-union. Mrs, 
t Withers, and myfelf were included in the 
* amnefty, and my lady had the fingular bap- 
% pinefs of finding that fuccefs had dane 
‘< her motives that juftice which fhe owned 


“ fhe had no right to expect from means | 


‘t rather too irregular, and perhaps as little 
“to be recommended to imitation, as the 
s caule that was given fer them. 

- 6 Soon after they proceeded together to 


«t Ajx-la-chapelle, where my ford finding — 


** more advantages than jhe had propofed to 
‘© his health, made a long refidence, and we 
had the pleafure of feeing a lafting and 
ét fincere calm, fucceed the terrible ftorm: 
© that had fo unpromifiagly parted them. 
“© From Aix-la-chapelle, the time of our 
“ return was {pun out in various excurfions 
‘© of curiofity, and pleafure, “till at length 
- 6 fome affairs at home, required my lord’s. 
st prefence in the country ; upon which, 
«© not two days before your feeing lady:Ger- 
“‘trude at the Mafquerade, he came te 
“s town, and | Bee lord Sunly with him, 

a ** he 


ian ie a 
a 


~~ wea 


a CoxCcomMB. 385 


“© he-went down for fome time, and left lady 
ss M————- and lady Gertrude here to 
‘© recover from the fatigues of the voyage, 
“¢ fo that we now expect my lard M————= 
66 and his fon both inftantly back to town. 

‘© Upon icceipt however of your billet, 
** J would not in juftice to lady Gertrude, 
<* poftpone the clearing up to you thefe par- 
‘* ticulars, however indifferent they may be, 
“° by this time, te you, and I could not well, 
** without a charge of officioufnefs, obtrude 
“them upon you, ’till your advances 
$6 fhould have given .me ground far it,”” 

I coloured with confcious fhame at this 
conclufion of his, in which I felt there was 
couched a fort af reproach, which I had 
not entirely deferved, and which I would 
have gladly turned upon himfelf, but that I 
thought the time now too pre¢jous to wafte 
in expoftulations. I begged him then to 


_ take charge of my letter of apology to lady 


Gertrude, which he readily undertook, on 
the cendition of lady M————’s leave for 
it, to the which I neither had, nor made 
an objection. ‘Neither did I forget my ef- 
pecial and fincere compliments to Mrs. 
Bernard. 
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He took ‘leave then; and left me to my - 
tranfition from a painful to a not unpleafing 
inquietude, fince I: had-new a portion of - 
hope: mixed with it, budiiciont to ferment, - 
and infpiric it. - : 

All my s eoariea for going abroad, 
were now countermanded in an inftant, to 
tlie great‘ joy of lady Bellinger, whom I had* - 
acquainted: with the fubftance of my difcove- 
ries, and the revolution in my ang ree 
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AGE 27. 1. 20. for chere intiere, read chere 

enticre. p. 102.1. 6. for” matches, reac 
fnatches. p. 11§.«1. 26. ‘for in that venerable, 
read that-venerable, p. 121.1. 17. for contraaice 
tion, read a |pirit of contradiion., p. 133.1. 11. 
for indocibility, read indocility. p..168. 1.12. for: 
cfate, read eflates. p. 212. 1.17. for incumbrance, 
read incumbence. p. 217. 1. 23. for pleafures, 
fead careffes, p. 265.-1. 13. for one, read fame. 
p, 279. 1. 12. for as, read and. p. 303.1. 18. 
for again, read more. pe an l. g. for erore, 
read unberoic. p. -330. 1. &. between exbauficd 
and indolence, place a comma. p. 345. for, re- 
ceffes, read wafles. k 20. for rufiic labourers, 
read mine-workers of agriculture. 
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